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Hertford , io th  February , 1902. 

To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Councils 
forming  the  Herefordshire  Combined  District. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  lay  before  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 

1901. 

The  arrangement  of  the  Report  differs  only  slightly  from  those 
issued  during  the  previous  27  years  by  my  predecessors.  In 
order,  however,  to  save  undue  repetition  in  the  pages  devoted  to 
each  district,  as  well  as  to  facilitate  comparisons  of  the  districts 
themselves  I have  thought  it  convenient  to  preface  the  separate 
reports  by  one  devoted  to  the  combined  districts.  1 should  like 
to  say  here  how  very  much  the  usefulness  of  this  report  is 
increased  by  the  practice  Dr.  H.  V.  Sandford  adopted  during 
his  25  years  of  office  of  recording  statistics  for  a long  period  of 
years.  The  admirable  manner,  too,  in  which  Dr.  H.  Cecil  Moore 
filed  and  docketted  the  records  which  he  dealt  with  for  the  years 
1898-1900  has  enabled  me  to  give  details  which  are  of  the 

greatest  value,  and  which  otherwise  would  not  have  been  avail- 
able. 

As  some  of  the  information  contained  in  these  pages  may 
appear  to  be  recorded  unnecessarily,  and  it  is  possible  that 
members  of  the  Council  may  consider  I am  telling-  them  some- 
thing which  they  already  know  a great  deal  better  than  1 do, 
I should  state  that  in  a memorandum  as  to  their  Annual  Reports 
issued  to  medical  officers  of  health  by  the  Medical  Olficer  of  the 
Local  Government  Board,  Mr.  W.  H.  Power  says: — 

“ It  should  be  remembered  that  these  Reports  are  for  the 
information  of  the  Board  and  of  the  County  Council  as  wel] 
as  of  the  Council  of  the  district,  and  that  a statement  of  the 
local  circumstances  and  history  ol  local  sanitary  questions 
which  may  seem  superfluous  to  the  latter  may  often  be 
needed  by  the  former  bodies.” 
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The  census  enumeration  in  igii  has  made  it  possible  for  me  to 
revise  the  estimates  of  the  populations  during  the  past  ten  years 
and  at  the  same  time  to  revise  the  vital  and  other  statistics.  I 
have  been  at  some  pains  to  estimate  these  populations  correctly, 
but  the  difficulties  in  the  way  of  doing  so  were  very  much 
increased  owing  to  the  numerous  alterations  in  the  areas  of  some 
districts  after  the  passing  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1894- 
If  it  had  not  been  for  the  courteous  assistance  of  the  Superin- 
tendent Registrars  and  Registrars  not  only  in  Herefordshire  but 
in  the  adjoining  counties  it  would  have  been  almost  impossible  to 
have  given  reliable  figures. 

When  comparing  the  death-rates  given  011  p.  10,  there  should 
also  be  taken  into  consideration  the  ages  at  death  given  on  p.  12 
If  we  divide  a lifetime  into  three  parts,  the  first  below  15  years, 
the  second  between  15  and  65  years,  and  the  last  over  65  years, 
we  find  that  the  percentages  ol  the  deaths  in  the  middle  period  to 
the  deaths  at  all  ages  was  in  the  districts  as  follows  : — Leominster, 
29;  Hereford,  34;  Ledbury,  34;  Weobley,  34;  Bromyard,  38; 
and  Dore,  40. 

It  must  not  be  forgotten,  however,  that  these  percentages  are 
only  of  value  for  comparative  purposes,  by  assuming  that  in  each 
of  the  six  districts  there  are  proportionately  the  same  number  of 
persons  between  the  ages  of  15  and  65  years. 

The  number  of  uncertified  deaths  calls  for  some  comment.  In 
Weobley  and  Bromyard  it  was  especially  high.  (See  p.  12). 
Beyond  drawing  the  attention  of  the  Registrar-General  to  the  fact 
the  District  Councils  can  take  no  action  in  this  matter. 

'Fhe  question  of  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  is  dealt  with 
at  some  length  on  p.  15,  and  a description  of  the  Bromvard 
hospital  is  given  on  p.  bo.  I am  indebted  to  the  proprietors  of  the 
“ Bromyard  News  ” for  the  loan  of  the  blocks  enabling  this 
description  to' be  illustrated. 

I trust  some  steps  will  be  taken  during  the  present  year  to  make 
known  more  generally  how  much  the  inhabitants  of  a district  can 
do  to  lessen  the  amount  of  Consumption  in  the  county.  On  p.  18 
will  be  found  the  recommendations  of  the  Congress  on  Tuberculosis, 
which  met  in  London  in  1901. 

In  Ledbury  and  Leominster  Cancer  appears  to  be  more 
prevalent  than  in  the  other  districts  (p.  19).  At  present  I have 
only  been  able  to  obtain  figures  relating  to  this  disease  for  four 
years,  but  I propose  to  make  more  extended  investigations  into 
the  subject. 
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I desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  remarks  upon  water  supplies 
on  p.  20,  and  upon  the  provision  of  earth  closets  on  p.  22.  On 
p.  32  and  subsequent  pages  are  indicated  some  of  the  duties  and 
powers  of  Rural  District  Councils.  The  grouping  of  this 
information  will  1 trust  be  of  service  to  members  of  the  Rural 
District  Councils. 

The  requirements  of  the  Districts  are — 

1.  The  provision  of  Isolation  Hospital  accommodation  (except 

in  Bromyard). 

2.  The  adoption  and  circulation  of  Regulations  with  respect 

to  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops,  based  upon  the 

new  series  of  the  L.  G.  B. 

3.  The  adoption  of  Bye  laws  with  respect  to  Hop-pickers  and 

Fruit-pickers. 

4.  The  substitution  of  Earth-closets  for  Privy-closets. 

5.  The  better  construction  ot  Wells. 

5.  The  provision  of  Rain-water  Gutters  on  houses. 

7.  A better  Water  Supply  (in  some  localities  only). 

1 am,  Gentlemen, 

Faithfully  yours, 

HERBERT  JONES. 


Herefordshire  Combined  Districts* 


REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

OF  HEALTH. 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st.,  1901. 


Area. — The  area  of  the  six  combined  districts  of  Herefordshire 
is  346,283  acres,  exclusive  of  the  area  covered  with  water. 

POPULATION. — The  population  of  the  combined  districts  at  the 
census  of  1901  was  52,186,  and  the  estimated  population  at  the 


iddle  of  igoi  was  52,155. 

Area 

Population 

Person* 

in  acres. 

Census,  1901. 

per  acre 

Bromyard  Rural  District... 

61,148 

...  8,244  • 

• -I3 

Dore 

67,881 

...  6,742 

•09 

Hereford  ,,  ,, 

63,097 

...  13,271 

•21 

Ledbury  ,, 

49.748 

9,068 

. -18 

Leominster  ,,  ,, 

54.91° 

7,911 

. -14 

Weobley  ,,  ,, 

49,429 

...  6,950  .. 

-14 
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Births. — The  number  of  births  registered  in  the  combined 
districts  was  1,327,  equal  to  a birth-rate  of  25  4 per  1,000  living. 
The  average  birth-rate  in  the  six  districts  in  the  previous  ten 
years  was  26  per  1,000,  and  the  birth-rate  in  rural  England  and 
Wales  in  1901  was  2 j2  per  1,000. 

Deaths.— The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  six  districts 
was  735,  and,  after  making  the  necessary  adjustments  for  the 
deaths  of  residents  without  the  district  and  of  non-residents 
within  the  districts,  there  were  753  deaths  of  persons  resident  in 
the  six  districts,  equal  to  a death-rate  of  14^4  per  1,000.  The 
average  death-rate  in  the  previous  ten  years  was  171,  and  the 
death-rate  recorded  in  rural  England  and  Wales  during  1901 
was  1 5' 7 . 

Infant  Mortality. — The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  usually 
measured  by  stating  the  number  of  children  under  one  year  who 
have  died  within  a certain  period  to  1,000  births  w'ithin  the  same 
period. 

In  the  six  districts  during  1901  there  were  born  1,327  children, 
and  103  died  under  one  year  old.  The  infant  mortality  rate  was 
thus  77  per  1,000  births.  The  average  rate  in  the  preceding  ten 
years  was  109,  and  the  rate  in  rural  England  and  Wales  in  1901 
was  138  per  1,000  births. 

The  birth-rate,  death-rate,  and  infant  mortality  rate  in  each 
district  was  as  follows 


Adjusted 

Infant 

Birth-rate 

Death-rate 

mortality  per 

per  1,000. 

per  1,000. 

1 ,000  births. 

Bromyard 

23-5 

I 2'2 

92 

Dore  ... 

249 

151 

.S3 

Hereford 

OO'  9 

i4'3 

1 1 2 

Ledbury 

23-9 

i3‘5 

92 

Leominster  ... 

24-4 

1 36 

97 

Weobley  ... 

23m 

iS’o 

...  56 

This  low  death-rate  among  infants  is  very  satisfactory,  and, 
although  in  1901  it  was  exceptionally  low,  yet  in  previous  years  it 
has  not  been  at  all  high.  Epidemic  diarrhoea,  a disease  which 
accounts  for  a large  number  of  infantile  deaths  in  towns,  was 
noticeably  absent  from  all  the  districts,  only  eight  deaths  being 
attributed  to  this  cause  among  young  children  during  the 
year. 


ILLEGITIMATE  Births. — During  iqoi  there  were  registered  in 
the  six  districts  67  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  5 per  cent,  of  the 
total  births,  or  to  V2  per  cent,  of  the  population  living.  In  the 
Bromyard  district  6'6  per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate  ; in 
Dore,  6’5  per  cent.  ; in  Hereford,  4-4  per  cent.  ; in  Ledbury,  2’3 
per  cent. ; in  Leominster,  8’2  per  cent.  ; and  in  Weobley,  5 5 per 
cent. 

A comparison  of  the  amount  of  illegitimacy  in  different  districts 
is  of  considerable  interest,  but  there  are  very  many  difficulties 
attending  a study  of  the  subject.  The  numbers  stated  either  as  a 
proportion  of  the  total  population,  or  of  the  number  of  total  births, 
are  not  reliable  for  comparative  purposes ; the  most  accurate 
comparison  would  be,  as  Dr.  Arthur  Newsholme  has  stated,  by 
giving  the  proportion  of  illegitimate  deaths  to  the  number  of 
unmarried  women  living  at  child-bearing  ages. 

Illegitimate  Deaths. — There  were  seven  deaths  in  the  six 
districts  among  illegitimate  children  under  one  year  old,  a number 
equal  to  104  per  1,000  illegitimate  births  compared  with  76  in  the 
case  of  legitimate  births  and  deaths.  It  is  evident,  therefore,  that 
in  Herefordshire,  as  elsewhere,  illegitimate  children  have  a much 
less  chance  of  surviving  their  first  year  than  children  born  in 
wedlock. 

Dr.  Arthur  Newsholme  writes  : — “ The  importance  of  illegiti- 
macy as  a national  calamity  is  evident,”  and  quoting  Von 
Bernoulli,  “ The  invariable  fact  that  the  mortality  among  the 
illegitimate  is  far  greater  than  among  the  legitimate,  and  that 
many  more  of  them  are  still-born  shows  clearly  enough  how  much 
more  unfavourable  their  position  is  from  the  first.  Who  can 
doubt  that  their  bringing  up  is  much  harder  and  more  difficult  ? 
that  the  existence  of  a class  of  men  bound  to  societv  by  few  or  no 
family  ties,  is  not  a matter  of  indifference  to  the  State  ? The 
great  majority  of  foundlings  are  illegitimate,  which  of  itself  shows 
how  little,  as  a general  rule,  the  mothers  can  or  will  care  for  these 
children.  It  is  beyond  doubt  that  fewer  illegitimate  children  grow 
up  to  maturity — that  they  get  through  the  world  with  more  trouble 
— than  children  born  in  wedlock',  that  more  of  them  are  poor,  and 
that  therefore  more  of  them  become  criminals.  Illegitimacy  is  in 
itself  an  evil  to  a man  ; and  the  State  should  seek  to  diminish  the 
number  of  these  births,  and  carefully  inquire  to  what  circum- 
stances any  increase  is  to  be  ascribed.”* 


* Vital  Statistics,  3rd  Eel.,  p.  131. 
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Uncertified  Deaths.— Of  the  total  deaths  registered  in  the 
six  districts  659  were  certified  by  a registered  medical  practitioner, 
36  by  the  Coroners,  and  40  were  uncertified.  Given  as  per- 
centages 90  per  cent,  were  certified  by  medical  practitioners,  4'5 
per  cent,  by  the  Coroners,  and  5.5  per  cent,  were  uncertified. 
This  proportion  of  uncertified  deaths  is  very  high.  In 
1900  in  England  and  Wales  the  proportion  was  only  19  per 
cent. 

In  Bromyard  the  percentage  of  uncertified  deaths  in  1901  was 
7 4,  in  Dore  6 3.  in  Hereford  3'4,  in  Ledbury  4 5,  in  Leominster 
5'2,  and  in  Weobley  7 6. 

Ages  at  Death. — The  ages  at  death  are  shown  ip  the  following 
Table  : — 


All 

ages. 

U nder 

1 year 

I to 

5. 

5 to 

15. 

15  to 
25. 

25  to 
45. 

O 01 

Or 

O 

65  to 

75. 

75  to 
85. 

Ab’ve 

85. 

Bromyard  ... 

IOI 

u 

3 

4 

4 

6 

28 

ll 

15 

7 

Dore  

102 

9 

5 

5 

6 

IO 

25 

2 I 

14 

7 

Hereford  

190 

32 

1 1 

5 

IO 

20 

34 

34 

40 

4 

Ledbury  

I23 

20 

7 

3 

10 

7 

25 

17 

25 

9 

Leominster  ... 

108 

14 

2 

2 

0 

J 

10 

18 

32 

24 

3 

Weobley  

129 

10 

10 

6 

5 

18 

21 

25 

30 

4 

Six  Districts.. 

753 

102 

38 

2 5 

38 

71 

151 

14G 

148 

34 

It  will  be  observed  that  more  than  one  half  of  the  deaths 
occurred  at  the  extremes  of  life  under  one  year  and  over  65  years. 
I he  proportion  of  deaths  (nearly  44.  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
number)  above  65  years  is  higher  than  is  usually  found  in  rural 
districts,  and  shows  that  a large  number  of  the  inhabitants  attain 
a ripe  age. 
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Zymotic  (Infectious)  Diseases. — Small-pox,  Measles, 
Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Typhoid  Fever, 
Diarrhoea. 

Average 

Death-rate  of  io  years, 

per  1,000.  1891  — 1900. 

Herefordshire  Districts  ...  078  ...  70 

Rural  England  and  Wales  ...  155  ...  — 

In  former  years  the  death-rate  from  the  seven  infectious  diseases 
named  was  considered  an  index  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  a 
district.  It  is  now,  however,  recognised  that  there  are  many  other 
diseases  dependent  more  or  less  upon  insanitary  conditions 
capable  of  amendment.  Too  much  importance  must  not  therefore 
be  attached  to  a low  zymotic  death-rate.  As  the  Registrar- General 
still  groups  together  these  seven  diseases,  I have  thought  it 
desirable  to  record  the  death-rates  for  the  same  group  in  the 
combined  district. 

Zymotic  Death-rate. — No.  of  Deaths  in  1901. 


1901. 

Average 
of  10  years) 
1891-1900. 

Small-pox. 

Measles. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Whooping 

Cough. 

Diphtheria 

Typhoid 

Fever. 

ci 

8 

efJ 

b 

Bromyard  

1 09 

AS 

— 

2 

I 

3 

I 

— 

0 

Dore  

A4 

■51 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

I 

Hereford  

1 06 

'53 

— 

4 

— 

5 

— 

— 

5 

Ledbury 

•88 

roi 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

— 

3 

Leominster  

•37 

•62 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Weobley  

•57 

•63 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

I 

— 

Six  Districts 

•78 

•70 

— 

8 

I 

16 

4 

I 

1 1 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

The  diseases  notifiable  under  the  Infectious  Disease  (Notifica- 
tion) ACt,  1889,  are  Small-pox,  Cholera,  Diphtheria,  Membranous 
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Croup,  Erysipelas,  Scarlatina  or  Scarlet  Fever,  Typhus  Feve,r 
Typhoid  Fever,  Enteric  Fever,  Relapsing  Fever,  Continued  Fever, 
and  Puerperal  Fever. 

A sanitary  authority  may,  with  the  sanction  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  add  to  this  list  any  other  infectious  disease, 
either  for  a definite  period  or  permanently. 

It  is  not  only  the  duty  of  the  medical  man  in  attendance  upon 
the  patient  to  notify  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the  existence 
of  any  case  of  the  diseases  named,  but  the  head  of  the  house  in 
which  the  patient  is  staying,  or  the  person  having  charge  of  the 
patient  must  also  send  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  the  name 
and  address  of  the  patient,  and  of  the  disease  from  which  he  or  she 
is  suffering.  I think  it  is  desirable  that  notice  of  this  requirement 
should  from  time  to  time  be  given.  It  is  quite  possible  that  a 
patient  convalescent  of  an  infectious  disease,  but  still  in  an 
infectious  condition,  might  be  sent  from  a distant  locality,  and  be 
unattended  by  a medical  man.  It  is  important  we  should  know 
of  such  an  infected  house  that  it  might  be  disinfeCted  at  the 
proper  time. 

OBLIGATIONS  OF  THE  KEEPERS  OF  LODGING 

HOUSES. 

There  are  certain  duties  cast  upon  Lodging-house  Keepers  and 
Hotel  Keepers  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases  which 
may  be  stated  here. 

Any  person  who  knowingly  lets  for  hire  any  house,  room,  or 
part  of  a house  in  which  any  person  has  been  suffering  from  a 
dangerous  infectious  disorder,  without  having  such  house,  room, 
or  part  of  a house,  and  all  articles  therein  liable  to  retain  infeCtion, 
disinfeCted  to  the  satisfaction  of  a legally  qualified  medical  prac- 
titioner as  testified  by  a certificate  signed  by  him,  shall  be  liable 
to  a penalty  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds.  (Public  Health  Act, 
1875,  sec.  128.) 

Any  person  letting  lor  hire,  or  showing  for  the  purpose  of 
letting  lor  hire,  any  house,  or  part  ol  a house,  who,  on  being 
questioned  by  any  person  negotiating  for  the  hire  of  such  house 
or  part  of  a house,  as  to  the  faCt  of  there  being,  or  within  six 
weeks  previously  having  been  therein,  any  person  suffering  from 
any  dangerous  infeCtious  disorder,  knowingly  makes  a false  answer 
to  such  question  shall  be  liable  at  the  discretion  of  the  court  to  a 
penally  not  exceeding  twenty  pounds,  or  imprisonment  with  or 
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without  hard  labour  lor  a period  not  exceeding  one  month. 
(Public  Health  Act,  1875,  sec.  129.) 

ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  accommodation  for  isolating  cases  of  infectious  disease 
within  the  six  districts  is  exceedingly  meagre,  only  one  district, 
Bromyard,  being  at  present  provided  with  a hospital.  A descrip- 
tion of  this  institution,  which  is  the  only  fever  hospital  of  a 
permanent  character  in  the  county,  will  be  found  on  p.  60. 

For  the  accommodation  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  occurring 
in  the  workhouses  there  is  provision  made  within  the  curtilage  of 
the  various  workhouses,  except  at  Bromyard,  where  pauper  cases 
are  treated  in  the  isolation  hospital.  At  the  Hereford  and  Dore 
Workhouses  there  are  iron  hospitals  at  a short  distance  from 
the  main  buildings.  The  Hereford  Hospital  was  frequently 
used  during  the  year  ; the  Dore  Hospital  has  not  been  used  since 
it  was  erected  in  the  year  1896. 

The  question  of  providing  isolation  hospitals  has  been  discussed 
at  all  the  Councils,  except  Bromyard,  during  the  year,  with  results 
indicated  in  succeeding  pages  of  this  report. 

The  question  has  been  frequently  raised  as  to  whether  the  duty 
of  providing  isolation  accommodation  devolves  upon  the  Board  of 
Guardians  or  upon  the  District  Council.  There  are  many 
difficulties  surrounding  the  subjeCt,  but  they  are  all  solved  by 
the  District  Council  establishing  a hospital  and  entering  into  an 
arrangement  with  the  Board  of  Guardians  to  receive,  at  a certain 
payment,  or  for  no  payment  at  all,  infeCted  persons  chargeable  to 
the  union.  The  following  letter,  which  Dr.  D.  S.  Davies,  medical 
officer  of  health  for  Bristol,  has  been  good  enough  to  bring  to  my 
notice,  emphasises  this  view 

Copy  of  a Letter  received  by  the  Clerk  to  the  Bristol  Guardians 
from  the  Local  Government  Board  under  date  12th  October, 
1899. 

“ With  regard  to  the  questions  contained  in  your  letter,  I am 
‘‘directed  to  state  that  where  a person  suffering  from  illness 
“ (including  infeCtious  disease)  is  destitute,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
“guardians,  or,  in  the  interval  between  their  meetings,  of  the 
“ Relieving  Officer  to  give  such  relief  as  the  case  may  require, 
“ and,  if  necessary,  to  give  an  order  for  the  admission  of  the 
“ patient  to  a hospital  in  which  he  can  be  properly  treated. 
“ Where,  however,  the  removal  of  a patient  to  a hospital  is  only 


“ required  for  the  purpose  of  isolation,  and  the  person  to  be 
“ removed  is  not  destitute,  the  guardians  have  no  duty  in  the 
“ case,  and  the  necessary  provision  should  be  made  by  the 
“ Sanitary  Authority  of  the  District.  The  test  to  the  guardians’ 
“ duty  in  the  matter  is  the  destitution  of  the  patient,  and  this 
“ will  not  necessarily  depend  upon  his  being  in  the  aCtual 
“ receipt  of  poor  relief,  but  may  consist  in  his  being  unable  to 
■'  obtain  at  his  own  cost  the  requisite  medical  attendance, 
“ nursing,  and  accommodation.  When  it  devolves  upon  the 
“ guardians  to  deal  with  cases  of  infectious  disease  which 
“ require  hospital  accommodation,  they  are  not  restricted  to 
“ providing  for  the  treatment  of  such  cases  in  the  workhouse. 
“ On  the  contrary,  the  Board  think  that  the  hospital  accommo- 
“ tion  required  in  the  locality  should  be  provided  by  the  Sanitary 
“ Authority,  who  should  arrange  with  the  guardians  to  receive 
“ their  pauper  infectious  cases,  upon  terms  as  to  payment  to  be 
“ mutually  agreed  upon.” 

The  Chairman  of  the  Hereford  Board  of  Guardians  (Mr.  Hugh 
Ronalds)  proposed  as  the  most  economical  method  of  dealing  with 
the  question  of  hospital  isolation  that  a house  or  houses  should  be 
provided  and  occupied  by  a nurse,  who  should  be  in  the  pay  of  the 
District  Council  when  nursing  infectious  cases  in  her  house,  but 
whose  services  when  not  so  employed  should  be  available  by  the 
board  of  guardians  either  as  a distiiCt  nurse  or  in  the  workhouse 
sick  wards.  This  is  not  an  ideal  scheme,  but  it  meets  many  of  the 
objections  that  are  so  often  raised  to  the  establishment  in  a smal  1 
district  of  an  isolation  hospital.  Some  doubt  was  raised  as  to  the 
powers  of  the  Board  of  Guardians  and  of  the  District  Council  to 
carry  out  this  scheme,  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Hereford  Council  (Mr. 
T.  Llanwarne)  accordingly  reported  in  the  following  terms  : — 

“ The  Board  of  Guardians  can  only  cater  for  or  supply  nursing 
“for  paupers,  and  for  this  class  they  have  full  power  to  supply 
“ and  pay  for  nurses  where  required  for  individual  cases, 
“ whether  infectious  or  not,  and  under  the  District  Nursing- 
“ Order  of  27th  January,  1892,  they  can,  with  the  approval  of 
“ the  Local  Government  Board,  appoint  and  pay  a duly  qualified 
“ Nurse  or  Nurses  to  attend  upon  out-door  sick  paupers,  and  to 
“ be  called  a District  Nurse  or  Nurses. 

1 he  District  Council  have  no  right  or  power  to  supply 
“ Nurses  for  individual  cases,  whether  paupers  or  not,  or  infec- 
“ tious  or  not,  apart  from  the  power  given  to  them  to  provide 
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“ Hospital  Accommodation, whether  small  or  large,  and  which  of 
“course  includes  the  provision  of  Nurses  for  those  who  are  sent 
“ to  such  Hospital,  as  well  as  the  expense  lor  removing  persons 
“ to  the  Hospital.  But  I know  of  no  reason  why  any  Nurse 
“ engaged  by  the  District  Council  as  an  accessory  of  a Hospital 
“ may  not  be  permitted,  when  not  required  at  the  Hospital,  to 
“ be  engaged  either  by  the  Board  of  Guardians  or  any  private 
“ person  on  a properly  considered  tariff  of  charges,  supposing 
“ that  due  provision  is  made  for  immediate  return  to  the 
“ Hospital  whenever  occasion  required. 

“The  question  of  employment  and  the  terms  would  of  course 
“ be  a matter  for  arrangement  between  the  two  bodies.” 

PHTHISIS  (CONSUMPTION). 

There  were  50  deaths  from  phthisis  in  the  six  districts  during 
1901,  giving  a death-rate  of  .95  per  1,000  persons  living.  The 
average  rate  recorded  in  the  previous  ten  years  was  g2  per 
1,000. 

Except  in  the  Leominster  district  the  number  of  deaths  from 
phthisis  is  more  than  we  should  expect  to  find  in  rural 
districts.  It  will  be  observed  that  in  Leominster,  where  the 
death-rate  was  only  12  per  1,000,  the  cancer  death-rate  was  the 
highest  in  the  district  ( 1 64) , and  that  in  Dore,  where  the  phthisis 
death-rate  was  the  highest  (2  22),  the  cancer  death-rate  was  the 
lowest,  ’59. 

One  of  the  saddest  features  in  connection  with  the  deaths  from 
consumption  is  the  age  of  the  persons  who  are  attacked.  It  is  not 
the  very  young  nor  the  very  old  w ho  fall  victims  to  the  diseasej 
but  those  who  are  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  more  often  than  not  the 
bread-winner  or  one  who  can  least  be  spared.  It  is  thus  doubly 
necessary  for  us  to  do  all  wre  can  to  lessen  the  incidence  of  the 
disease,  and  in  this  connection  1 would  point  out  that  what  are 
usually  called  insanitary  surroundings  are  very  considerable 
factors  in  preventing  the  diminution  of  consumption. 

At  the  International  Congress  on  Tuberculosis  held  in  London 
in  1901,  Professor  Brouardel  insisted  that  the  healthy  house  was 
anti-tubercular.  “ If,”  he  said,.  “ tubercular  germs  fall  in  an  ill- 
lighted  damp  house,  they  maintain  their  activity  for  a long  time, 
whether  the  house  is  in  town  or  country.  The  evils  of  an  unhealthy 
house  are  not  confined  to  the  risk  of  contagion.  The  want  of  air 
and  light  acts  on  the  nutrition  of  the  inmates,  children  go  off, 


pine  away,  the  strongest  men  cannot  withstand  it,  every  human 
being  living  in  these  places  is  the  destined  prey  of  infectious 
diseases ; and  if  we  only  consider  phthisis  they  become  pre- 
disposing causes  of  consumption,  transforming  the  strongest  man 
and  putting  him  on  a par  with  the  condition  of  those  born  of 
tuberculous  parents.  In  the  latter,  heredity  is  not  direct,  one  is 
not  born  tuberculous,  but  predisposed  to  tuberculosis.” 

In  my  remarks  under  this  heading  in  the  separate  reports  I have 
suggested  that  the  voluntary  notification  of  phthisis  might  be 
requested  from  the  medical  practitioners  in  each  district,  the 
District  Councils  undertaking  to  pay  the  fee  of  half-a-crown  for 
the  first  certificate  of  a patient.  The  advantages  of  knowing  not 
only  the  number  of  fatal  cases  but  of  all  cases  are  very  great. 
During  the  io  years,  1891-1900,  there  were  520  deaths  from 
consumption  in  the  six  districts,  the  number  varying  very 
considerably  in  different  localities  ; for  example,  in  Leominster  the 
death-rate  was  '65  per  1,000,  and  in  Ledbury  riqper  1,000,  but 
these  figures  do  not  tell  us  the  complete  tale,  and  we  ought  to 
know  how  many  cases  there  were  in  these  two  districts  before  we 
can  draw  accurate  conclusions  on  the  subject. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  from  Phthisis. 
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he  Congress  on  Tuberculosis 

d ready  spoken 

of  passed  the 

following  resolutions,  and  they  indicate  the  direction  in  which  the 
efforts  of  sanitary  authorities  may  be  directed  : — 

I hat  tuberculous  sputum  is  the  main  agent  for  the  conveyance  of 
the  virus  of  tuberculosis  from  man  to  man,  and  that  indis- 
criminate spitting  should  therefore  be  suppressed. 

I hat  it  is  the  opinion  of  this  ( ongress  that  all  public  hospitals 
and  dispensaries  should  present  every  patient  suffering  from 
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phthisis  with  a leaflet  containing  instructions  with  regard  to 
the  prevention  ol  consumption,  and  should  supply  and  insist  on 
the  proper  use  of  a pocket  spittoon. 

That  the  voluntary  notification  of  cases  of  phthisis  attended  with 
tuberculous  expectoration,  and  the  increased  preventive  action 
which  it  has  rendered  practicable,  has  been  attended  by  a 
promising  measure  of  success,  and  that  the  extension  of 
notification  should  be  encouraged  in  all  districts  in  which 
efficient  sanitary  administration  renders  it  possible  to  adopt 
the  consequential  measures. 

That  the  provision  of  Sanatoria  is  an  indispensable  part  of  the 
measures  necessary  for  the  diminution  of  tuberculosis. 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  overcrowding,  defective 
ventilation,  damp,  and  general  insanitary  conditions  in  the 
houses  of  the  working  classes,  diminish  the  chance  of  curing 
consumption,  and  aid  in  predisposing  to  and  spreading  the 
disease. 

That  while  recognising  the  great  importance  of  sanatoria  in 
combating  tuberculosis  in  all  countries,  the  attention  of  Govern- 
ments should  be  directed  to  informing  charitable  and  philan- 
thropic individuals  and  societies  of  the  necessity  for  anti- 
tubercular  dispensaries  as  the  best  means  of  checking  tubercular 
disease  amongst  the  industrial  and  indigent  classes. 


CANCER. 

I here  were  53  deaths  from  cancer  in  the  six  Districts  during 
the  year  1901,  giving  a death-rate  of  roi  per  1,000.  The  average 
rate  recorded  in  the  previous  three  years  was  '97.  Nearly  six 
per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  were  thus  due  to  cancer. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  only  a very  few  parishes  is  there  any  combined  system  of 
water  supply  where  pipes  are  laid  on  to  the  houses  and  taps  are 
provided.  This  is  the  case  in  Eastnor,  a part  of  Colwall,  Fown- 
hope,  Peterchurch,  Kentchurch,  and  Michaelchurch.  The 
majority  of  the  remaining  houses  are  supplied  from  wells, 
some  having  pumps  attached,  others  provided  with  a windlass  and 
bucket.  The  source  of  supply  is  in  the  great  majority  of  instances 
quite  above  suspicion,  but  as  it  is  the  practice  in  the  district  to 
“ dry  steyn  ” the  walls  of  the  wells  whether  they  are  deep  or 
shallow,  there  is  always  a risk  of  pollution.  Every  well  should  be 
lined  with  bricks  set  in  cement.  The  lining  should  be  carried  up 
to  at  least  eighteen  inches  above  the  level  of  the  surrounding 
ground,  and  the  top  of  the  well  should  be  most  carefully  covered 
over.  However  pure  a water  may  be,  if  it  can  become  polluted 
either  through  tricklings  from  the  surface  through  the  wall  lining 
or  from  ground  washings  through  a half  rotten  wooden  covering, 
it  might  as  well  be  impure  to  begin  with.  To  seek,  often  at  con- 
siderable cost,  for  a pure  supply  of  water,  and  then  to  take  no 
pains  to  secure  it  from  pollution,  appears  to  me  to  be  an  excellent 
illustration  of  the  maxim  “ Penny  wise  and  pound  foolish.”  In 
the  case  of  new  houses,  a Sanitary  Authority  can  prohibit  their 
occupation  unless  the  water  supply  is  approved,  and  I consider 
that  each  District  Council  should  withhold  its  approval  where  the 
supply  is  from  a well  unless  such  well  is  guarded  against  pollution 
in  the  manner  indicated. 

It  is  the  duty  of  a Sanitary  Authority  to  see  that  every  occupied 
dwelling-house  within  their  district  has  within  a reasonable 
distance  an  available  supply  of  wholesome  water  (Public  Health 
(Water)  Act,  1878,  Sec.  3.  A “ reasonable  distance  ” has  been 
defined  in  the  six  districts  as  500  yards,  and  (in  some  districts) 
as  200  yards  in  the  case  of  new  houses.  It  appears  to  me  that  no 
hardship  would  be  involved  in  requiring  new  houses  to  have  a 
supply  at  a considerably  less  distance  than  200  yards.  If  water  is 
not  available  quite  close  to  a proposed  site  I consider  that  it 
is  not  a suitable  place  to  build  a house  upon.  No  one  would  think 
of  ereCting  even  a moderately  large  house  ol  a rental,  say,  of  £25 
or  £3°  a year,  it  water  had  to  be  carried  in  buckets  a distance  of 
200  yards,  and  the  occupier  ol  a cottage  dwelling  is  entitled 
to  the  same  consideration. 
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In  a communication  dated  December  17th,  1897,  addressed  to 
District  Councils,  the  Local  Government  Board  says 

“ The  Council  . . . should  by  careful  inquiry  make  them- 

selves acquainted  with  the  sources,  nature,  and  quality  of  the  water 
supplies  in  all  parts  of  their  district,  and,  in  every  case  in  which 
the  result  of  their  inquiries  is  unsatisfactory,  should  take  all  such 
steps  as  may  be  within  their  powers,  with  the  view  of  supple- 
menting, or  improving  the  supplies. 

The  Board  would  observe  generally  that  accurate  information 
should  be  procured,  if  not  already  available,  in  such  matters  as 
the  following  : — 

1.  — Where  w iter  is  derived  from  gathering  grounds  or  from  springs 

Whether  drainage  from  human  habitations,  farmyards,  and  the 

like  finds  its  way  direSlly  or  indireStly  into  the  reservoir  or  to  any 
part  of  the  water  service  ; and  whether  risk  of  access  to  the  water 
of  human  excreta  and  similar  refuse  is  likely  to  arise. 

2.  — Where  water  is  derived  from  deep  wells. 

Whether  surface  or  other  water  liable  to  be  contaminated  by 
drains,  sewers,  cesspools  and  the  like,  reaches,  or  is  liable  to 
reach  the  wells.  The  existence  and  direfdion  of  fissures  in  the 
strata  deserves  a special  consideration  in  this  respeCt. 

3.  — Where  water  is  derived  from  shallow  wells. 

Whether  the  wells  are  so  circumstanced  that  they  run  risk  of 
contamination  by  reason  of  drains,  privies,  cesspools,  or  middens 
or  by  the  deposit  of  manure — whether  derived  from  human  excreta 
nor  not  in  or  on  the  ground  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  wells." 

It  may  here  be  stated  that  the  terms  “ deep  ” and  “shallow” 
have  no  relation  to  the  depth  of  the  well.  A “ deep  ” well  is  one 
which  is  sunk  below  an  impervious  stratum.  A “shallow"  well, 
however  deep  it  may  be,  is  one  which  is  sunk  entirely  through  a 
pervious  formation. 

SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE. 

In  only  two  parishes — Col  wall  and  Weobley— is  there  any 
combined  scheme  of  sewerage.  From  isolated  large  houses  the 
drains  empty  on  to  adjoining  land  or  into  water  courses.  In  far 
too  many  instances  slop  drains  from  farm  houses  and  cottages 
discharge  into  roadside  ditches.  In  the  case  of  farms  the  drains 
frequently  discharge  into  the  foldvard,  which  is  nothing  more  than 
a huge  manure  midden,  where  liquid  manure  is  allowed  to  lie  year 
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in  and  year  out.  It  is  only  fair  to  state  that  very  many  farmers 
realise  how  wasteful  this  practice  is,  and  that  the  1 iquid^ port  ion  of 
manure  is  a valuable  fertiliser,  and  is  certainly  “ matter  in  the 
wrong  place  ” if  that  place  is  beneath  the  windows  of  their 
dairy. 

At  the  majority  of  farm  houses  and  cottages  privy  closets  are 
found  which  are  only  emptied  at  very  infrequent  intervals,  and 
when  they  become  unpleasantly  full.  It  is  obviously  quite  out  of 
the  question  to  substitute  water  closets  for  these,  but  they  can  be 
converted  at  very  little  cost  indeed  into  inoffensive  and  perfectly 
sanitary  earth  closets  in  the  manner  shown  in  the  following 
diagrams  which  were  issued  a few  years  ago  by  the  Dore  District 
Council.  It  will  be  observed  that  in  Fig.  i a bucket  (and  an 
ordinary  bucket  procurable  for  a shilling  suffices)  is  placed  under 
the  seat,  while  in  Fig.  2 there  is  merely  a cavity  left.  In  each 
case  there  is  an  opening  in  the  outside  wall  for  the  purpose  or 
removal,  and  the  seat  is  made  to  hinge  in  order  that  dry  earth  of 
fine  sand  may  be  thrown  over  the  excreta.  In  actual  practice  it  is 
most  convenient  to  have  inside  the  closet  a supply  of  dry  earth  to 
be  thrown  in  each  time  the  closet  is  used. 


Fig  i. 


Pig  2. 
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DRAIN  TRAPS. 

A trap  may  be  described  as  a double  bend  in  the  course  of  a 
pipe  enabling  water  to  remain  in  the  pipe  in  such  a position  that 
air  cannot  under  ordinary  conditions  pass  through  it. 

The  essentials  of  an  efficient  trap  are,  that  it  shall  be  self- 
cleansing, that  it  shall  have  a seal  of  at  least  i\  inches,  and  that 
it  shall  be  fixed  in  such  a manner  that  the  drain  cannot  be 
untrapped  by  removing  the  trap  from  its  position. 


Fig.  3 shows  a trap  that  very  fairly  meets  these  requirements. 
The  “ seal  ’ is  that  portion  of  the  water  between  A and  B.  The 
rounded  corners,  the  material  of  which  the  trap  is  made  (earthen- 
ware or  stoneware),  and  the  flattened  bottom,  ensuring  proper 
fixing,  all  add  to  the  self-cleansing  properties  of  this  type  of  trap  ; 
though  in  aftual  practice  it  is  found  desirable  to  clean  it  out  every 
week  or  so. 
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Fig.  4 shows  a form  of  trap  known  as  the  D or  lip  trap,  and 
the  sketch  is  only  given  that  the  trap  may  be  condemned.  It  has 
been  well  described  by  Sir  William  Jenner  as  the  double  D — 
“ disease  and  death  dealing  ” — trap.  Being  made  of  iron,  the 
parts  C and  D very  often  get  chipped  off  or  corroded,  whereby 
the  small  seal  that  originally  existed  is  made  still  smaller,  even  if 
it  does  not  altogether  disappear.  It  will  be  noticed  that  this  so- 
called  trap  is  not  fixed  directly  on  to  the  first  drain  pipe  in  the 
same  manner  as  the  stoneware  gully,  but  it  is  merely  placed  on 
the  top  of  a square  sump  as  in  Fig.  5,  which  is  lined  with  bricks 
more  or  less  imperfectly  placed,  permitting  all  kinds  of  filth  to 
soak  into  the  surrounding  ground.  But  this  is  not  the  worst 
feature  oi  the  D trap  (?).  It  is  often  placed  all  awry,  and  with- 
out any  attempt  being  made  to  cement  it  to  the  stone  work  or 
brickwork  ; for  all  practical  purposes,  therefore,  there  might  just 
as  well  be  no  trap  at  all,  ior  the  air  from  the  sewer  can  quite 
easily  pass  out  at  the  sides  of  the  trap.  Again,  it  is  the  custom 
for  the  householder  to  take  the  whole  trap  away  from  the  drain, 
in  order  to  pour  water  down  more  quickly  ; indeed,  where  these 
traps  are  in  use,  it  is  the  exception  rather  than  the  rule  to  find  one 
in  its  proper  position,  and  there  is  always  more  or  less  filthy 
deposit  as  shown  in  the  sketch. 
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Fig.  6. 


The  Bell  trap  shown  in  Fig.  6 has  nearly  all  the  objectionable 
features  of  the  D trap.  It  very  readily  becomes  choked,  and  then 
the  grating  is  taken  off  to  remove  the  blockage,  when  the  air 
from  the  drain  has  free  access  to  the  external  air. 

It  cannot  be  too  often  insisted  that  a trap  is  not  an  all-sufficient 
safeguard  from  sewer  gas.  The  water  seal  may  be  forced  by 
pressure,  or  may  absorb  gases  on  the  drain  side  and  deliver  them 
up  on  the  house  side,  or  the  bottom  of  the  trap  may  be  so  loaded 
with  filth  that  the  decomposition  of  this  will  enable  putrefactive 
gases  to  force  their  way  through  the  seal. 


HOUSING. 


The  following  table  discloses  the  fact  that  there  were  96  fewer 
occupied  houses  in  the  six  districts  in  1901  than  there  were  in 
1891.  Ledbury  is  the  only  district  in  which  there  was  an  increased 
number : — 


Bromyard  ... 
Dore 

Hereford  ... 
Ledbury  ... 
Leominster 
Weobley  ... 
Six  Districts 


Inhabited  houses  at  Census. 
1891.  1901. 

1,828  ...  1,791 

1,606  ...  1,555 

2,892  ...  2,877 

1,927  ...  2,004 

1,875  ...  1,873 

1,719  ...  1,651 

11,847  •••  u,75i 


Many  of  the  cottages  are  well  built  and  carefully  looked  after. 
There  are,  however,  a certain  number  which  are  very  near  the 
borderland  of  habitable  and  uninhabitable.  In  very  few  is 
sufficient  attention  paid  to  securing  freedom  from  dampness,  no 
form  of  damp  course  being  provided,  and  the  absence  in  far  too 
many  instances  of  eaves  gutters  to  carry  off  the  roof  rain  ensures 
a permanent  condition  which  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  remain. 
Where  a house  is  covered  with  ivy  this  evil  is  necessarily  very 
much  aggravated.  The  manner  in  which  insanitary  privies  may 
be  remedied  is  detailed  on  page  22. 


I would  point  out  here  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority  to  cause  to  be  made  from  time  to  time  an  inspection  of 
their  district  with  a view  to  ascertain  whether  any  dwelling  houses 
are  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation.  (Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 
sec.  32). 

The  general  rule  of  law  is  that  there  is  no  implied  covenant  by 
the  lessor  of  an  unfurnished  house  that  it  is  reasonably  fit  for 
habitation,  but  section  75  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act,  1890,  places  certain  houses  in  the  same  position  as  furnished 
houses,  and  provides  than  in  any  contract  made  for  letting  for 
habitation  by  persons  of  the  working  classes  a house  or  part  of  a 
house,  there  shall  be  implied  a condition  that  the  house  is  at  the 
commencement  of  the  holding  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
habitation 
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INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICTS. 

Among  the  duties  cast  upon  Sanitary  Authorities  are  the  follow- 
ing : — To  cause  an  inspection  of  their  districts  to  be  made  from 
time  to  time  with  a view  to  ascertain  what  nuisances  exist  calling 
for  abatement  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875  (Public  Health 
Act,  1S75,  sec.  92). 

To  put  in  force  as  occasion  may  require  the  powers  with  which 
they  are  invested  so  as  to  secure  the  proper  sanitary  condition  of 
all  premises  within  the  area  under  their  control  (Housing  of  the 
Working  Classes  Act,  1SS5,  sec.  7). 

I attach  very  great  importance  to  the  periodical  inspections  of 
their  districts  by  the  Inspectors.  Our  aim  should  be  to  secure 
that  an  insanitary  condition  shall  be  discovered  as  early  as 
possible  and  before  it  may  have  had  time  to  do  much  mischief.  I 
propose  to  take  steps  to  record  the  condition  of  premises  visited 
by  the  sanitary  inspectors. 

DISINFECTION. 

Disinfection  is  carried  out  in  each  of  the  six  districts  by  the 
generation  of  formaldehyde  gas;  paraform  tablets  in  an  Alformant 
lamp  being  employed.  This  method  of  disinfection  I have  found 
to  yield  excellent  results.  I would  point  out,  however,  that  the 
truest  disinfection  is  perfect  cleanliness.  An  empty  room  may  be 
effectually  disinfected  by  having  the  paper  stripped  from  the  walls 
and  burned,  the  ceiling  lime-washed,  and  all  the  woodwork 
thoroughly  scrubbed.  In  none  of  the  districts  is  there  any  means 
of  properly  disinfecting  articles  of  clothing.  This  can  only  be 
accomplished  by  means  of  a steam  disinfector.  Such  a machine  is 
costly,  but  it  would  be  quite  practicable  for  two  or  three  districts 
to  use  one  jointly. 

HOP-PICKERS  AND  FRUIT-PICKERS. 

There  come  into  the  six  districts  during  the  summer  and  autumn 
months  of  each  year  from  Staffordshire  and  from  South  Wales  a 
large  number — from  8,000  to  10,000 — of  persons  to  be  employed  in 
picking  fruit  and  hops.  The  majority  are  women  and  children. 
With  the  exception  of  one  estate  situated  in  the  parish  of 
Dormington,  in  the  Hereford  rural  district,  there  is  no  special 
provision  made  for  the  housing  of  the  fruit  and  hop-pickers,  most 
of  them  being  sheltered  in  barns,  stables,  sheds,  etc.  1 cannot 
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help  thinking  that  if  better  accomodation  were  provided  a different 
class  of  persons  would  probably  be  engaged  in  the  industry,  much 
to  the  advantage  of  the  permanent  residents.  Among  the  hop- 
pickers  themselves  there  were  isolated  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in 
the  Weobley  and  Bromyard  districts,  and  in  the  Hereford  district 
a slight  outbreak  was  indirectly  traced  to  their  presence.  There 
are  no  bye-laws  in  force  with  respect  to  hop  and  fruit-pickers. 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS. 

The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  and  the  Public 
Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  have  been  adopted  in  the 
Hereford  rural  district. 

URBAN  POWERS. 

In  the  Ledbury  district  building  bye-laws  are  in  force  in  the 
parish  of  Colwall.  In  the  remainder  of  Ledbury  and  in  the  other 
five  districts  no  urban  powers  exist. 

BYE-LAWS. 

Bye-laws  with  respect  to  common  lodging-houses  are  in  force 
in  Bromyard  and  in  Weobley,  but  not  in  the  other  districts. 

In  none  of  the  districts  are  there  bye-laws  in  force  with  respect 
to 

Private  scavenging. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

Hop  and  Fruit-pickers. 

Tents  and  vans. 

Mortuaries  and  cemeteries. 

Slaughter  houses. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS  ORDER,  1885. 

Regulations  under  this  Order  were  made  many  years  ago  by  the 
Dore  and  Hereford  Councils.  The  Order  has  been  printed  for 
distribution  by  the  Ledbury  Council.  In  no  district  was  public 
notice  given  during  1901  of  the  necessity  for  registration. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  is  only  one  common  lodging-house  in  the  six  districts  ; it 
is  situated  in  Weobley.  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  common  lodging- 
houses  were  adopted  by  the  Weobley  Council  on  August  6th, 

1901. 
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SCHOOLS. 

There  are  in  the  six  rural  districts  1 13  public  elementary  schools 
in  104  parishes  with  an  aggregate  accommodation  for  more  than 
12,000  children. 

I have  visited  very  many  of  these  schools  and  have  generally 
found  them  clean,  warm  and  well  ventilated.  The  playgrounds  are 
good  and  the  buildings  are  well  looked  after.  In  a few  the  water 
supply  is  not  sufficient,  and  even  for  cleaning  purposes  has  to  be 
carried  some  distance.  In  such  cases  the  cleanliness  of  the  rooms 
obviously  suffers.  The  cloak  rooms  are  usually  good,  but  in  few 
cases  is  there  adequate  lavatory  accommodation.  It  is  very 
noticeable  how  little  care  has  been  taken  in  the  planning  of  most  of 
the  schools  to  place  the  windows  in  such  a position  that  the  light 
shall  fall  over  the  left  shoulder  of  the  pupil.  Only  too  often  have 
I seen  children  twisting  round  in  order  to  get  the  shadow  of  their 
right  hand  from  off  their  writing  book.  The  sanitary  arrange- 
ments at  a few  schools  are  admirably  contrived  but  in  the  majority 
they  leave  much  to  be  desired.  There  can  be  no  question  that  a 
privy  closet  only  emptied  at  infrequent  intervals  is  not  at  all  suit- 
able for  a school,  and  those  that  are  now  in  use  ought  to  be  altered 
without  delay  to  some  form  of  earth  closet,  such  as  those  described 
on  page  22,  even  if  no  more  elaborate  arrangement  is  con- 
structed. 

CLOSING  OF  SCHOOLS. 

During  1901  among  the  1 13  schools  in  the  six  districts  23  were 
closed  for  varying  periods  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  infectious 
disease  among  the  scholars.  From  the  details  which  the  head 
teachers  were  good  enough  to  furnish  me  I have  no  doubt  that  in 
most  cases  the  closure  resulted  in  checking  an  epidemic.  I should 
like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the 
managers  and  teachers  who  have  frequently  given  me  most  valu- 
able assistance. 

As  there  appears  to  be  in  some  quarters  a misapprehension  as  to 
the  part  which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  takes  in  the  closine 
of  schools  it  is  perhaps  desirable  that  I should  make  some 
observations  on  the  subject.  If  a school  is  closed  on  account  of 
epidemic  disease  among  the  scholars  and  the  managers  desire  to 
obtain  due  allowance  from  the  Board  of  Education  the  closure 
must  have  been  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Personally  l regard  as  one  of  my  most  responsible  duties  that  of 
advising  as  to  whether  schools  should  be  closed  and  I always  take 
into  consideration  the  full  circumstances  of  the  case,  but  in  not  a 
few  instances  I have  had  notice  of  the  closing  of  a school  by  the 
managers  several  days  after  it  has  been  closed  with  a request  that 
I would  give  a certificate  requiring  it  to  be  closed  until  a date 
which  is  stated.  The  responsibility  for  taking  the  step  is  thus 
taken  from  the  official  upon  whom  it  has  been  placed  by  the  Board 
of  Education,  and  he  is  merely  asked  to  endorse  the  action  of 
others.  Lest  I should  be  misunderstood  on  this  matter  I ought  to 
say  that  in  a case  of  grave  urgency  such  as  an  outbreak  of  small- 
pox I should  be  grateful  for  and  should  certainly  endorse  such 
action  of  the  school  managers  but  as  a rule  the  closing  of  a school 
is  not  a matter  which  will  suffer  from  the  delay  of  say  one  day 
during  which  I could  be  communicated  with,  and  if  the  very 
earliest  intimation  is  given  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
existence  of  infectious  illness  in  a school  steps  may  be  taken  to 
prevent  its  spread  other  than  that  of  complete  closure. 
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THE  POWERS  OF  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCILS. 


In  the  following  pages  will  be  found  set  out  in  various  groups 
the  powers  possessed  by  Rural  District  Councils  together  with 
the  duties  cast  upon  them.  The  latter  are  printed  in  bolder  tpye. 
References  to  the  abbreviations  are  on  the  last  page  of  the 
report. 


NUISANCES. 

A Rural  District  Council 

Must  cause  an  inspection  of  their  districts  to  he  made  from 
time  to  time  with  a view  to  ascertain  what  nuisances  exist 
calling  for  abatement  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1375,  and 
must  enforce  the  provisions  of  that  Act  in  order  to  abate  such 
nuisances.— P.  H.  Act  92. 

Must,  on  the  receipt  of  information  respecting  the  existence 
of  a nuisance,  and  if  satisfied  of  its  existence,  serve  a notice 
upon  the  person  by  whose  act,  default,  or  sufferance  the 
nuisance  arises  or  continues,  requiring  him  to  abate  the  same 
within  a specified  time.— P.  H.  Act — 94. 

Must  cause  a complaint  to  be  made  before  a court  of 
summary  jurisdiction*  if  the  notice  is  not  complied  with  or 
if  the  nuisance,  though  abated,  is  likely  to  recur. — P.  H. 
Act — 95. 

May,  after  a person  has  failed  to  comply  with  the  order  of 
a court  of  summary  jurisdiction  to  abate  a nuisance,  enter 
upon  the  premises  to  which  such  order  relates  and  abate  the 
nuisance.— P.  II.  Act — 98. 

Must,  if  so  ordered  by  a court  of  summary  jurisdiction, 
cause  to  be  abated  a nuisance  concerning  which  complaint 
has  been  made  by  them. — P.  H.  Act — 100. 

May  sell  by  public  auction  any  matter  or  thing  removed  by 
them  in  abating  a nuisance,  and  apply  the  proceeds  in  pay- 
ment of  the  expenses  incurred  by  them. — P.  H.  Act — 101. 

May  permit  any  person  to  have  the  use  free  of  charge  of 
any  apparatus  provided  by  the  Council  for  cleansing  the 
person  and  his  clothing  from  vermin. — C.  P.  Act,  1. 


* Or  before  a superior  Court. — P.  H.  Act,  107. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


A Rural  District  Council 

Must  supply  without  charge  forms  of  certificate  to  any 
medical  practitioner  practising  in  their  district,  and  must  pay 
to  every  medical  practitioner  the  fee  of  2s.  6J.  for  each 
certificate  forwarded  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
district  which  notifies  a case  of  small-pox,  cholera, 
diphtheria,  membranous  croup,  erysipelas,  scarlet  fever, 
typhus  fever,  typhoid  fever,  relapsing  fever,  continued  fever, 
or  puerperal  fever  among  the  inhabitants  of  the  district 
occurring  in  his  private  practice ; or  a fee  of  Is.  if  the  case 
occurs  in  his  practice  as  medical  officer  of  any  public  body 
or  institution. — I.  D.  (N)  Act  4. 

May  with  the  consent  of  the  Local  Government  Board  add 
other  infectious  diseases  to  those  named  in  the  last  paragraph. 
— I.D.  (N)  Act — 7. 

Must  if  of  opinion  that  the  cleansing  or  disinfection  of  a 
house  or  its  conten's  is  necessary  give  notice  to  the  owner  or 
occupier  to  carry  out  such  cleansing  or  disinfection. — P.  H. 
Act,  120. 

May  delegate  to  the  Clerk  and  M.O.H.  the  duty  of  serving 
such  Notices. — I.D.  (P)  Act — 5. 

May  require  or  empower  the  M.O.H.  to  require  the  owner 
of  infected  articles  to  deliver  the  same  to  an  officer  of  the 
Council  for  disinfection. — I.D.  (P)  Act — 6. 

May  order  infected  articles  to  be  destroyed  and  compensate 
the  owner. — P.H.  Act — 12 1. 

May  provide  a proper  place  and  apparatus  for  disinfection 
and  disinfect  all  articles  free  of  charge. — P.H.  Act — 122. 

May  provide  either  alone  or  in  combination  with  other  ais. 
tricts  hospitals  or  temporary  places  for  the  reception  of  the 
sick. — P.H.  Act — 131. 

May  pay  for  the  accommodation  of  the  sick  inhabitants  of 
their  district  in  hospitals  not  owned  by  them. — P,H.  Act — 
^31- 

May  provide  an  ambulance  and  pay  for  the  removal  Of 
persons  suffering  from  infectious  disease  to  a hospital. — P.H. 
Act — 123. 

May  petition  the  County  Council  to  form  a joint  hospital 
board. — I.  H.  Act — 3. 
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May  provide  and  maintain  a mortuary — P.H.  Act — 141 
to  which  a Justice  may  order  the  removal  of  a dead  body 
which  is  in  such  a state  as  to  endanger  the  health  of  the 
occupants  of  the  house  where  it  is  lying. — P.H.  Act — 142 
I.D.  (P)  Act— 10. 

May  provide  temporary  shelter  or  accommodation  for  per- 
sons compelled  to  leave  their  houses  at  the  time  disinfection 
is  being  carried  on  there. — I.D.  Act  (P)  — 15. 

May  prohibit  during  a time  fixed  by  the  Council  the  occu- 
pier of  a factory,  workshop,  or  other  place  from  which  work 
is  given  out,  or  any  contractor  employed  by  him  from  giving 
out  certain  kinds  of  work  to  be  done  in  a house  in  which  an 
inmate  is  suffering  from  a notifiable  infectious  disease, 
whether  such  inmate  has  been  removed  from  the  house  or  not. 
— F.  W.  Act — 1 10. 

In  an  emergency  this  power  may  be  exercised  by  any  two 
or  more  members  of  the  Council  acting  on  the  advice  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. — F.  \V.  Act — no. 

Must  see  that  the  keeper  of  every  common  lodging-house 
within  their  district  gives  immediate  notice  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  to  the  Relieving  Officer  of  the  occur- 
rence in  the  house  of  any  case  of  fever  or  of  infectious 
illness. — P.  H.  Act — 34. 
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HOUSING. 

A Rural  District  Council 

Must  put  in  fores  as  occasion  may  arise  the  powers  with 
which  they  are  invested  so  as  to  secure  the  proper  sanitary 
condition  of  all  premises  within  the  area  under  their  control* 
— H.  W.  Act,  1885-7. 

Must  cause  to  be  made  from  time  to  time  an  inspection  of 
their  district  with  a view  to  ascertain  whether  any  dwelling- 
houses  are  in  a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 
be  unfit  for  human  habitation. — H.  W.  Act,  1890-32. 

Must  take  proceedings  for  the  closing  of  a dwelling-house 
within  their  district  which  appears  to  them  upon  representa- 
tions made  or  upon  information  given  to  be  in  a state  so 
dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation. — H.  W.  Act,  1890-32. 

Must  obey  any  order  of  the  Local  Goverment  Board 
requiring  them  to  take  proceedings  under  Part  II.  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. — H.  W.  Act, 
1890-31. 

Must  not  permit  to  be  occupied  separately  as  a dwelling 
any  cellar  built  or  rebuilt  since  1848. — P.  H.  Act — 71. 

Must  upon  receiving  a representation  from  the  district 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  the  County  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  (through  the  County  Council),  or  from  four  or 
more  inhabitant  householders,  that  any  building  within 
their  district,  though  not  itself  unfit  for  human  habitation, 
yet  by  stopping  ventilation  or  for  other  reasons,  makes 
adjoining  buildings  unfit  for  human  habitation  or  prevents 
proper  means  being  taken  for  the  remedying  of  nuisances, 
cause  a report  to  be  made  to  them  concerning  the  circum- 
stances of  the  building  and  the  cost  of  pulling  down  the  build- 
ing and  acquiring  the  land. — H.  W.  Act,  1890 — 38. 

May  make  an  order  directing  obstructive  buildings  to  be  pulled 
down. — H.  W.  Act,  1890 — 38. 

May  apply  to  a court  of  summary  jurisdiction  to  close  a house 
for  such  period  as  the  court  may  deem  necessary  where  two 
convictions  relating  to  the  overcrowding  of  the  house  have  taken 
place  within  three  months. — P.  H.  Act — 109. 
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COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

A Rural  District  Coucil 

May  require  the  keeper  of  a common  lodging-house  to  fix 
and  keep  undefaced  in  some  conspicuous  place  outside  the 
house  a notice  bearing  the  words  “ Registered  common 
lodging-house  ” P.II.  Act,  79. 

May  require  the  owner  or  keeper  of  a common  lodging- 
house  to  provide  a proper  supply  of  waier  to  the  house  and 
may  remove  the  house  from  the  register  if  this  requirement 
is  not  complied  with  P.H.  Act,  81. 

May  require  the  keeper  of  a common  lodging-house  to 
turnish  them  with  the  name  of  every  person  who  resorted  to 
the  house  during  the  preceding  day  or  night  P.H.  Act,  83. 

BYE-LAWS. 

A Rural  District  Council. 

May  make  bye-laws  with  respect  to 

(a)  Scavenging  of  private  premises  P.H.  Act,  44. 

(b)  Houses  let  in  lodgings  P.H.  Act,  90.  H.W.  Act, 
1885-8. 

(c)  Hop-pickers  and  fruit  pickers  P.H.  Act,  314.  P.H. 
(F.P.)  Act,  2. 

(d)  Tents  and  vans  H.W.  Act,  1885-9. 

(e)  Mortuaries  and  cemeteries  P.H.  Act,  141. 

RECREATION  GROUNDS. 

A Rural  District  Council 

May  receive  as  a free  gift  from  trustees  land  held  upon 
trust  for  the  purposes  of  public  recreation  O.S.  Act,  3. 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 

A Rural  District  Council 

Must  keep  a register  of  persons  from  time  to  time  carrying 
on  in  their  district  the  trade  of  cow-keepers,  dairymen,  or 
* purveyors  of  milk,  and  must  from  time  to  time  revise  and 

correct  the  register.  D.C.  Order  1885 — 6. 

Must  register  every  such  person.  D.C.  Order  1885 — 6. 

Must  give  public  notice  from  time  to  time  of  registration 
being  required  and  of  the  mode  of  registration.  D.C.  Order 
— 6. 

May  make  regulations 

(a)  For  the  inspection  of  cattle  in  dairies. 

(b)  For  prescribing  and  regulating  the  lighting,  ventilation, 
cleansing,  drainage,  and  water  supply  of  dairies  and  cow- 
sheds in  the  occupation  of  persons  following  the  trade  oi 
cow-keepers  or  dairymen. 

(c)  For  securing  the  cleanliness  of  milk  stores,  milkshops, 
and  of  milk-vessels  used  for  containing  milk  for  sale  by 
such  persons. 

(d)  For  prescribing  precautions  to  be  taken  by  purveyors  of 
milk  and  persons  selling  milk  by  retail  against  in- 
fection or  contamination.  D.C.  Order  1885 — 13. 

May  employ  and  pay  a veterinary  surgeon  for  the  purpose 
of  obtaining  his  certificate  as  to  the  existence  or  otherwise  of 
tubercular  disease  in  a cow  with  a view  to  preventing  if 
necessary  the  milk  from  such  cow  being  mixed  with  other 
milk  or  being  sold  or  used  for  human  food.  D.C.  Order 
1899-2.  and  opinion  of  the  L.G.B. 

May  on  the  advice  of  the  M.O.H.,  who  shall  be  assisted  by 
a veterinary  surgeon,  prohibit  for  a specified  period  the  sale 
of  milk  within  their  district  from  any  dairy  situated  either 
within  the  district  or  without.  I.D.  (P)  Act-4. 

May  enforce  the  provisions  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  Order,  1885,  which  provide 

(a)  That  a building  shall  not  be  occupied  after  June, 
15th,  1885,  as  a dairy  or  cowshed,  unless  the  Council 
are  satisfied  with  the  lighting,  ventilation,  air  space, 
cleanliness,  drainage,  and  water  supply  of  the  building. 
D.C.  Order,  1883-7. 
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(b)  That  no  building  shall  be  occupied  as  a dairy  or  cow- 
shed unless  the  lighting  ventilation,  air  space,  cleanli- 
ness, drainage,  and  water  supply  are  such  as  are  necessary 
and  proper  for  the  health  and  good  condition  of  the 
cattle,  for  the  cleanliness  of  milk  vessels,  and  for  the 
protection  of  milk  against  infection  or  contamination, 
D.C.  Order,  18S5-8. 

(c)  That  no  person  while  himself  suffering  from,  or 
having  recently  been  in  contact  with  any  person  suffer- 
ing from  a dangerous  infectious  disease,  shall  milk 
cows  or  handle  vessels  used  for  containing  milk  for 
sale,  or  in  any  way  take  part  in  the  conduct  of  the 
trade  or  business  as  far  as  regards  the  production, 
distribution,  or  storage  of  milk.  D.C.  Order,  1885-9. 

(d)  That  a milk  store  or  milk  shop  which  has  com- 
municating with  it  a water-closet,  earth  closet,  privy, 
cesspool,  or  urinal,  must  not  be  used  for  the  storage  of 
milk  after  the  attention  of  the  occupier  has  been  called 
to  their  proximity.  D.C.  Order,  1885-10. 

(e)  that  a milk  store  or  milk  shop  shall  not  be  occupied 
as  a sleeping  apartment  D.C.  Order,  1S85-11. 

(f)  that  swine  shall  not  be  kept  in  a cowshed  or  where 
milk  is  stored.  D.C.  Order,  1885-12. 

(g)  that  milk  from  a diseased  cow  shall  not  be  mixed 
with  other  milk,  or  sold  or  used  for  human  food,  or  sold 
or  used  for  food  of  swine  or  other  animals  unless  it  has 
been  boiled.  D.C.  Order,  1885-15. 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

A Rural  District  Council 

Must  keep  a register  of  all  Workshops  situate  within  its 
district. — F.  W.  Act,  131. 

Must  cause  to  be  examined  the  list  of  outworkers  forwarded 
half-yearly  by  the  occupiers  of  factories  and  workshops,  and 
if  the  place  of  employment  of  any  outworker  included  in  the 
list  is  in  another  district  the  Council  must  furnish  the  name 
and  place  of  employment  to  the  Council  of  that  district. — 
F.  W.  Act,  107. 

May  prohibit  the'occupier  of  a factory,  workshop,  laundry 
warehouse,  or  shop,  or  any  contractor  employed  by  him  from 
giving  out  certain  kinds  of  work  to  be  done  at  home  if  the 
place  where  the  work  is  done  is  injurious  or  dangerous  to 
the  health  of  the  persons  working  there. — F.  W.  Act,  ioS. 

Must  take  such  action  as  they  are  empowered  to  take,  and 
as  they  may  deem  necessary  upon  receiving  from  one  of 
H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  a notice  stating  that  certain 
insanitary  conditions  in  connection  with  a factory  or 
workshop  within  their  district  is  punishable  or  remediable 
under  the  law  relating  to  Public  Health. — F.  W.  Act,  5. 

Must  reply  within  one  month  from  the  date  of  the  receipt 
of  such  notice  stating  what  steps  had  been  taken  in  the 
matter. — F.  W.  Act,  5. 

Must  if  it  appears  to  them  upon  the  certificate  of  their 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances  that  the 
limewashing,  cleansing,  or  purifying  of  any  workshop,  or 
portion  of  a workshop,  is  necessary  for  the  health  of  the 
persons  employed  there,  give  notice  to  the  occupier  or  owner 
to  carry  out  such  limewashing,  cleansing,  or  purifying  as 
may  be  necessary, — F.  W.  Act,  2. 

May  if  the  owner  or  occupier  has  not  complied  with  the 
notice  within  a specified  time,  perform  the  necessary  work 
themselves  and  recover  the  expenses  incurred  from  the 
person  in  default. — F.  W.  Act,  2. 

Must  take  proceedings  for  abatement  if  it  appears  to  them 
that  a workshop  or  workplace 

(a)  Is  not  kept  in  a cleanly  state  or  free  from  effluvia. 
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(b)  Is  so  overcrowded  while  work  is  carried  on  as  to 
be  dangerous  or  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  persons 
employed. — F.  W.  Act,  l. 

There  must  be  in  each  room  at  least  250  c.  ft.  of  air 
space  (or  during  overtime  400  c.  ft.)  for  each  person 

employed  in  the  room,  or  490  c.  ft.  at  all  times  if  the 
room  is  occupied  as  a sleeping  apartment. — F.  W.  Act,  3. 

(c)  Has  not  a reasonable  temperature. — F.  W.  Act,  6- 

(d)  Is  not  ventilated  in  such  a manner  as  to  render  harmless 
as  far  as  practicable  any  gases,  vapours,  dust  or  other 
impurities  generated  in  the  course  of  the  work,  or  where 
sufficient  means  of  ventilation  is  not  provided  and 
maintained. — F.  W.  Act,  1-7. 

(e)  In  which  any  process  is  carried  on  which  renders  the  floor 
liable  to  be  wet  to  such  an  extent  that  the  wet  is  capable 
of  being  removed  by  drainage. — F.  W.  Act,  1901-8. 

Must  require  that  every  workshop  is  provided  with 
sufficient  and  suitable  accommodation  in  the  way  of  sanitary 
conveniences,  regard  being  had  to  the  number  of  persons 
employed  in  or  in  attendance  at  the  factory  or  workshop, 
and  also  where  persons  of  both  sexes  are  or  are  intended 
to  be  employed  or  in  attendance,  with  proper  separate 
accommodation  for  persons  of  each  sex. — F.  W.  Act — 9. 

May  prohibit  certain  kinds  of  work  being  carried  on  in  a 
house  in  which  there  is  or  has  been  a case  of  infectious 
disease. — F.  W.  Act-uo. 
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RETAIL  BAKEHOUSES. 

The  expression  “ retail  bakehouse’’  means  any  bakehouse  or 
place,  not  being  a factory,  the  bread,  biscuits  or  confectionery  in 
which  are  sold  not  wholesale,  but  by  retail,  in  some  shop  or  place 
occupied  with  the  bakehouse.  F.  W.  Act,  102. 

A Rural  District  Council 

Must  not  permit  any  room  or  place  within  their  district  to 
be  occupied  as  a retail  bakehouse  unhss  the  following  regula- 
tions are  complied  with  ; — 

(a)  A watercloset,  earthcloset.  privy,  or  ashpit  must  not 
be  within  or  communicate  directly  with  the  bakehouse  ; 

(b)  Every  cistern  for  supplying  water  to  the  bakehouse 
must  be  separate  and  distinct  from  any  cistern  for 
supplying  water  to  a watercloset ; 

(c)  A drain  or  pipe  for  carrying  off  faecal  or  sewage  matter 
must  not  have  an  opening  within  the  bakehouse. 
(F.W.  Act,  97.) 

Must  see  that  the  inside  walls  of  the  rooms  of  every  retail 
bakehouse  within  t heir  district  and  all  the  ceilings  and  tops  of 
the  rooms  (whether  plastered  or  not)  and  the  passages  and 
staircases  of  the  bakehouse  are  either  painted  once  every  seven 
years  and  washed  with  hot  water  and  soap  every  six  months, 
or  limewashed  every  six  months. 

Must  see  that  a place  on  the  same  level  with  a retail  bake- 
house within  their  district  and  forming  part  of  the  same  build- 
ing is  not  used  as  a sleeping  place  unless  it  is  effectually 
separated  from  the  bakehouse  by  a partition  extending  from 
the  floor  to  the  ceiling  and  has  an  external  glazed  window  of 
at  least  nine  superficial  ft  in  area  of  which  at  the  least  four 
and  a half  superficial  ft.  are  made  to  open  for  ventilation. 
(F.W.  Act,  100.) 

Must  not  permit  an  underground  bakehouse  to  be  used  as  a 
retail  bakehouse  unless  it  was  so  used  on  August  17th,  1901, 
and  after  January  1st,  1904,  must  not  permit  any  underground 
bakehouse  to  be  so  used  unless  it  is  certified  by  the  District 
Council  to  be  suitable  for  the  purpose.  F.  W.  Act,  101. 
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Must  not  certify  an  underground  bakehouse  as  suitable  for 
use  as  a retail  bakehouse  unless  satisfied  that  it  is  suitable  as 
regards  construction,  light,  ventilation,  and  in  all  other 
respects.  F.  W.  Act,  101. 

SCAVENGING  AND  CLEANSING. 

A Rural  District  Council 

May  undertake  or  contract  for  the  removal  of  house  refuse 
from  premises,  and  for  the  cleaning  of  earth  closets,  privies, 
ashpits,  and  cesspools.  P.  H.  Act,  42. 

Must  require  the  owner  or  occupier  of  any  house  or  part  of 
a house  to  whitewash,  cleanse,  or  purify  it  if  the  Council  are  of 
opinion  on  the  certificate  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  or 
of  a medical  practitioner,  that  the  house  is  in  such  a filthy 
or  unwholesome  condition  that  the  health  of  any  inmate  is 
endangered  thereby.  P.  H.  Act,  46. 

May  if  the  requirement  is  not  complied  with  cause  the 
house  or  part  of  it  to  be  whitewashed,  cleansed,  and  purified, 
and  may  recover  the  cost  from  the  owner  or  occupier. 
P.  H.  Act,  46. 

May  apply  to  a Justice  to  make  such  an  Order  as  he  may 
think  fit  with  respect  to  the  cleansing  of  any  watercourse  or 
open  ditch  lying  near  to  or  forming  the  boundary  between 
their  district  and  that  of  an  adjoining  Council  which  is  so  foul 
and  offensive  as  to  injuriously  affect  their  district. — 
P.  H.  Act,  48. 

SEWERS. 

A Rural  District  Council 

Must  cause  to  be  made  such  sewers  as  may  be  necessary 
for  effectually  draining  their  district  for  the  purposes  of  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1875.— P.  H.  Act,  15. 

Must  keep  in  repair  all  sewers  belonging  to  them. — P.  H. 
Act,  15. 

May  purchase  or  acquire  any  sewer  or  the  right  of  making 
any  sewer  within  their  district. — P.  H.  Act,  14. 

Must  cause  every  sewer  belonging  to  them  to  be  constructed, 
covered,  ventilated,  and  kept  so  as  not  to  be  a nuisance  or 
injurious  to  health.— P.  H.  Act.  19. 

Must  cause  every  sewer  belonging  to  them  to  be  properly 
cleansed  and  emptied. — P.  H.  Act,  19. 
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Must  permit  the  drains  from  premises  within  their  district  to 
empty  into  their  sewers. — P.  H.  Act,  21. 

May  permit  the  drains  from  premises  without  their  district 
to  empty  into  their  sewers. — P.  H.  Act,  22. 

Must  require  the  owner  (or  occupier)  of  a house  within  the 
Council's  district  which  is  without  a drain  sufficient  for 
effectual  drainage  to  make  a covered  drain  emptying  into  a 
sewer  which  the  Council  are  entitled  to  use  if  it  is  not  more 
than  150  ft.  from  the  site  of  the  house,  or  if  there  is  no  such 
sewer  within  that  distance  into  a covered  cesspool  or  other 
pi  ice. — P.  H.  Act,  23. 

May  construct  works  within  their  district  for  the  purpose 
of  receiving,  storing,  disinfecting,  distributing,  or  otherwise 
disposing  of  sewage. P.  H.  Act,  27. 

May  contract  to  supply  any  person  with  sewage. — P.  H. 
Act,  27. 

May  cause  their  sewers  to  communicate  with  those  in  an 
adjoining  district. — P.  H.  Act,  28. 

May  deal  with  any  land  held  by  them  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  sewage  in  such  manner  as  they  deem  most  pro- 
fitable.— P.  H.  Act,  29. 

Must  require  that  every  newly  erected  house  and  every 
house  which  has  been  rebuilt  after  having  been  pulled  down 
to  or  below  the  ground  floor  is  supplied  with  a sufficient  water 
closet,  earth  closet,  or  privy,  and  an  ashpit  furnished  with 
proper  doors  and  coverings. — P.H.  Act,  35,  H.(W.)  Act, 
1835,  7. 

Must  if  satisfied  on  the  report  of  their  Surveyor,  Inspector 
of  Nuisances,  or  Medical  Officer  of  Health  that  a house  within 
their  district  is  not  provided  with  a sufficient  water  closet,  earth 
closet,  ar  privy  accommodation  require  the  owner  (or  occupier) 
of  the  house  to  provide  such  accommodation. — P.  H.  Act, 
36. 

Mast  if  satisfied  in  like  manner  that  a house  within  their 
district  is  not  provided  with  an  ashpit  require  the  owner  (or 
occupier)  to  provide  an  ashpit. — P.  H Act,  36. 

May,  in  the  event  of  the  owner  or  occupier  of  a house  not 
complying  with  the  requirement  of  the  Council  to  provide  a 
vv.c..  earth  closet,  privy,  or  ashpit  themselves,  carry  out  the 
necessary  work  and  recover  the  cost  from  the  owner. — 
P.  H.  Act,  36. 
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May  undertake  to  supply,  or  contract  with  any  person  to 
supply  dry  earth  or  other  deodorising  substance  to  any  house 
within  their  district  for  the  purpose  of  any  earth  closet.  - 
P.  H.  Act,  37. 

May  require  the  owner  or  occupier  of  any  business  pre- 
mises within  their  district  in  which  persons  of  both  sexes  are 
employed  to  provide  water  closets,  earth  closets,  or  privies 
for  the  separate  use  of  each  sex. — P.  H.  Act  38  ; P.  H.  (A), 
Act,  22. 

May  constitute  any  portion  of  the  area  within  their  juris- 
diction a special  drainage  district  for  the  purpose  of  charging 
therein  exclusively  the  expenses  of  works  of  sewerage,  water 
supply,  or  of  other  works  declared  by  the  L.  G.  B.  to  be 
special  expenses. — P.  H.  Act,  227. 

Must  provide  that  all  drains,  water  closets,  earth  closets, 
privies,  ashpits,  and  cesspools  within  their  district  are 
constructed  and  kept  so  as  not  to  be  a nuisance  or  injurious 
to  health. — P.  H.  Act,  40. 

May  empower  their  Surveyor  or  Inspector  of  Nuisances  to 
examine  any  drain,  w.c.,  earth  closet,  privy,  ashpit,  or  cesspool 
of  which  the  Council  has  had  notice  in  writing  from  any 
person  that  such  drain,  & c.,  is  a nuisance  or  injurious  to 
health. — P.  H.  Act,  41. 

Must  if  the  drain,  &c.,  appears  to  be  in  a bad  condition, 
or  to  require  alteration  or  amendment,  require  the  owner  or 
occupier  of  the  premises  to  do  the  necessary  works. — 
P.  H.  Act,  41. 

May,  if  the  requirement  is  not  complied  with,  themselves 
do  the  work  and  recover  the  cost  from  the  owner. — 
P.  Id.  Act,  41. 

POLLUTION  OF  RIVERS. 

A Rural  District  Council 

May  take  proceedings  for  the  prevention  of  the  pollution 
of  any  stream  within  their  district. — R.  P.  Act,  6. 

Must  if  directed  by  the  L.  C.  B.  take  such  proceedings. — 
R.  P.  Act,  6 

May  take  such  proceedings  as  they  may  deem  advisable 
for  the  purpose  of  protecting  any  water  course  within  their 
jurisdiction  from  pollutions  arising  from  sewage  either  within 
or  without  their  district. — P.  Id.  Act,  69. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


A Rural  District  Council 

Must  from  time  to  time  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary 
to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  water  supply  within  their 
district. — P.  H.  (W.)  Act,  7. 

Must  see  that  every  occupied  dwelling  house  within  their 
district  has  within  a reasonable  distance  an  available  supply 
of  wholesome  water  sufficient  for  the  consumption  and  use  for 
domestic  purposes  of  the  inmates  of  the  house. — P.  H.  (W.) 
Act,  3. 

NOTE. — The  phrase,  “ domestic  purposes,"  includes  a 
supply  for  a fixed  bath,  for  the  use  of  a horse  and  the 
washing  of  a carriage  in  a stable  attached  to  a dwelling- 
house,  and  used  for  the  sole  accommodation  of  the 
occupier.  It  does  not  include  a supply  of  water  for  cattle 
or  horses,  or  for  washing  carriages  where  these  are 
kept  for  sale  or  hire  or  by  a common  carrier,  nor  does 
it  include  a supply  for  any  trade  or  business,  for  watering 
gardens,  for  fountains,  or  for  any  ornamental  purposes. — 
Waterworks  Clauses  Act,  1863,  12. 

Must  not  permit  to  be  occupied  any  newly  erected  dwelling 
house  or  any  dwelling  h:use  which  has  been  pulled  down  to 
or  below  the  ground  floor  and  rebuilt  unless  the  owner  has 
received  from  the  district  council  a certificate  that  there  is 
within  a reasonable  distance  of  the  house  such  an  available 
supply  of  wholesome  water  as  may  appear  to  the  council  on 
the  report  of  the  medical  officer  of  health  or  the  inspector  of 
nuisances  to  be  sufficient  for  the  consumption  and  use  for 
domestic  purposes  of  the  inmates  of  the  house.— P.  H,  (W.) 
Act,  6. 

NOTE. — A penalty  of  £10  may  be  imposed  for  occupying 
or  permitting  to  be  occupied  a house  in  the  absence  of  the 
certificate  named  above. — P.  H.  (W)  Act,  6. 

Must  provide  their  district  or  any  portion  of  their  district 
with  a supply  of  water  in  cases  where  danger  arises  to  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants  from  the  insufiiciency  or  unwhole- 
someness of  the  ex'sling  supply  and  a general  scheme  of 
supply  is  required  and  can  be  obtained  at  a reasonable  cost. — 
P.  H.  (W.)  Act,  3.  P.  H.  Act,  51—299. 
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Must  if  it  appears  to  them  on  the  report  of  their  Surveyor 
that  any  house  within  their  district  is  without  a proper  supply 
of  water  and  that  such  supply  can  be  furnished  at  a capital 
cost  not  exceeding  £8  13s.  4d.  or  such  other  cost  as  the  L.G.B. 
may  determine  give  notice  to  the  owner  to  obtain  a supply 
within  a specified  time. — P.  H.  Act,  62. 

May  if  the  owner  does  not  comply  with  this  notice  carry 
out  works  for  obtaining  the  supply,  or  may  contract  with  a 
waterworks  company  to  supply  water  to  the  premises,  and 
may  recover  from  the  owner  the  cost  of  the  work,  or  may  levy 
a rate  upon  the  premises.  P.  H.  Act,  62. 

May  if  it  appears  to  them  on  the  report  of  their  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  or  inspector  of  Nuisances,  that  any 
occupied  dwelling-house  within  their  district  has  not  within 
a reasonable  distance  an  available  supply  of  wholesome  water 
sufficient  for  the  consumption  and  use  for  domestic  purposes 
of  the  inmates  of  the  house,  and  if  they  are  of  opinion  that 
such  a supply  can  be  obtained  at  a capital  cost  of  £ 8 13s.  4d., 
or  with  the  consent  of  the  L.G.B.  of  £13  give  notice  to  the 
owner  of  the  house  requiring  him  to  provide  a supply  within 
a specified  time,  which  must  not  exceed  six  months. — P.  H. 
(W)  Act,  3. 

May  if  the  owner  has  not  complied  with  their  requirement 
within  the  specified  time  inform  him  that  if  he  does  not 
comply  with  their  requirement  within  one  month  they  will 
themselves  provide  the  necessary  supply  of  water,  and  that 
the  expense  of  doing  so  will  be  payable  by  him. — P.  H.  (W) 
Act,  3. 

May  if  at  the  expiration  of  one  month  this  second  notice 
is  not  complied  with  themselves  provide  the  supply,  and 
recover  the  cost  from  the  owner.— P.  H.  (W)  Act,  3. 

May  on  the  representation  of  any  person  that  within  their 
district  the  water  in  any  well,  tank,  or  cistern  used,  or  likely 
to  be  used,  by  man  for  drinking  or  domestic  purposes  or  for 
inanufucturing  drinks  for  the  use  of  man  is  so  polluted  as  to 
be  injurious  to  health,  apply  to  a court  of  summary  juris- 
diction for  an  Order  to  remedy  the  same. — P.H.  Act,  70. 

May  maintain  existing  or  may  construct  public  cisterns, 
pumps,  wells,  reservoirs,  conduits,  aqueducts  and  works  used 
for  the  gratuitous  supply  of  any  inhabitants  of  the  district  who 
choose  to  carry  such  supply  away  not  for  sale  but  for  their 
private  use. — P.H.  Act,  64. 
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May  provide  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  their  district  with 
i supply  of  water  for  public  or  private  purposes— P.H.  Act. 

51- 

May  construct  and  maintain  waterworks, 

dig  wells, 

lease  or  hire  waterworks 

(with  the  consent  of  the  L.G.B.)  purchase  waterworks 
or  water  or  the  right  to  take  water  within  or  without 
their  district. 

(with  the  consent  of  the  L.G.B.)  purchase  any  rignts, 
powers  or  priveleges  of  any  water  company.  P.H. 
Act,  51. 

May  construct  works  for  the  gratuitous  supply  of  water  to 
public  baths  or  wash-houses  established  otherwise  than  for 
private  profit — P.H.  Act,  65. 

May  recover  water  rates  or  rents  from  the  owner  or 
occupier  of  any  dwelling  house  within  200  feet  of  any  stand- 
pipe which  the  District  Council  has  provided  for  the  supply 
of  water,  unless  the  water  from  the  standpipe  is  not  used  by 
the  inmates  of  the  house  and  there  is  within  reasonable  dis- 
tance a sufficient  supply  of  wholesome  water — P.H.(\V.),  Act 

9- 

May  charge  for  the  supply  of  water  to  premises  in  their 
district  either  by  levying  a water  rate  or  by  agreeing  with  the 
person  supplied  (P.H.  Act  56)  or  by  measure — P.H.  Act 
58- 

canal  BOATS. 

A Rural  District  Council 

Must  enforce  within  its  district  the  provisions  of  the  Canal 
Boats  Acts,  1877,  1384  ; C.  B.  Act,  1884-3. 

Must  take  such  steps  as  appear  requisite  for  the  prevention 
of  the  spread  of  infection  upon  being  informed  by  the 
master  of  a canal  boat  or  otherwise  that  a person  on  a canal 
boat  within  their  district  is  suffering  from  an  infectious 
disease. — C.  B.  Act,  1877-4. 
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ADMINISTRATION  OF  ACTS. 

A Rural  District  Council 

Must  appoint  a Medical  Officer  of  Health  — P.H.  Act  190. 

Must  appoint  an  Inspector  or  Inspectors  of  nuisances — P.H. 
Act,  190. 

Must  appoint  such  assistants  and  other  officers  and  servants 
as  may  be  necessary  and  proper  for  the  eff  icient  execution  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1375 — P.  H.  Act,  190. 

May  appoint  and  pay  a deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health — 
P.H.  Act,  igi 

May  delegate  their  powers  to  a committee — P.H.  Act, 
201. 

May  delegate  their  powers  with  regard  to  a portion  of  their 
district  (a  contributing  place)  to  a parochial  committee — P.H. 
Act,  20 2. 

May  give  an  authorisation  to  any  officer  or  member  of  the 
Council  to  institute  and  carry  on  any  proceedings  which  the 
Council  is  authorised  to  institute  and  carry  on  under  the 

Public  Health  Act,  1875— P.H.  Act,  259. 

May  constitute  any  portion  of  the  area  within  their  juris- 
diction a special  drainage  district  for  the  purpose  of  charging 
therein  exclusively  the  expenses  of  works  of  sewerage,  water 
supply  or  of  other  works  declared  by  the  L.C.B.  to  be  special 
expenses— P.H.  Act,  277. 

May  combine  with  a neighbouring  district  or  districts  for 

(a)  the  procuring  a common  supply  of  water. 

(b)  the  carrying  out  of  a system  of  sewerage. 

(c)  any  other  purposes  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875 
— P.H.  Act,  279-286. 

May  upon  agreeing  with  the  adjoining  District  Council 
execute  and  do  in  any  adjoining  district  any  works  and  things 
which  they  may  execute  and  do  in  their  own  district — P.  II. 
Act,  285. 
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BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water) 

1S91. 

1901. 

61,148 

Population  (census) 

8,213 

8,244 

Inhabited  Houses  ... 

1,828 

1,791 

Persons  per  House... 

4'5 

46 

Rateable  Value 

— 

...  £64,866 

No.  of  Parishes 

— 

32 

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1,000  ... 

163 

12.2 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER. 

The  Rural  District  of  Bromyard,  which  entirely  surrounds  the 
Bromyard  Urban  District,  is  situated  in  the  north-eastern  side  of 
the  county.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  and  east  by  Worcester- 
shire, on  the  south  by  the  Ledbury  Rural  District,  and  on  the 
west  by  the  Hereford  and  Leominster  Rural  Districts.  The 
district  is  a hilly  one.  On  the  eastern  side  Whitbourne  is  200ft. 
above  sea  level,  while  Tedstone  Wafer  is  669ft.,  and  the  Ridgeway 
650ft.  Bishops  Frome,  in  the  south,  is  262ft.  In  the  west, 
Bredenbury  is  755ft',  and  Hegdon  Hill  (the  highest  point  in  the 
district)  is  829ft.  Brockhampton,  about  the  centre,  is  700ft.,  and 
the  Wall  Hills,  in  the  north,  rise  to  a height  of  738ft. 

The  district  is  well  watered  with  streams  from  the  hills,  which 
empty  into  the  rivers  Lodon  in  the  west,  Frome  in  the  centre  of 
the  district,  and  a tributary  of  the  Teme  in  the  east.  All  these 
rivers  flow  from  north  to  south. 

Geologically  the  district  is  chiefly  Old  Red  Sandstone. 


The  subsoil  is  for  the  most  part  of  clay  or  marl,  in  the  parishes 
of  Avenbury,  Edvin  Loach,  and  Whitbourne  of  sand,  and  in 
Whitbourne  and  the  northern  portion  of  Much  Cowarne  of  gravel. 

There  are  within  the  district  32  parishes,  all  of  which  are  in  the 
county  of  Hereford,  in  the  Bromyard  Poor-law  Union  and  Brom- 
yard registration  district,  but  the  Poor-law  Union  and  registration 
district  are  not  co-terminous  with  the  Bromyard  Rural  District. 
The  population  in  these  parishes  at  the  census  of  1901  varied  from 
3 in  Saltmarshe  to  1,194  *:1  Cradley.  In  7 parishes  there  were 
less  than  100  persons.  There  are  collections  of  houses  into 
villages  at  Bishops  Frome,  Cradley,  Stoke  Lacy,  Whitbourne,  and 
Pencombe  ; elsewhere  houses  are  scattered. 

There  are  53  miles  of  count}"  main  roads  and  128  miles  of 
district  roads  in  the  Bromyard  Rural  District. 


INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  are  principally  agricultural.  Hops  and  fruit  are 
largely  grown,  and  there  is  extensive  breeding  of  Herefordshire 
cattle.  Quarries  are  worked  in  the  parishes  of  Cradley,  Norton, 
and  Winslow. 

RECENT  ALTERATIONS  IN  AREA. 

The  Bromyard  Urban  District  was  formed  from  the  Bromyard 
Rural  Sanitary  District  on  January  1st,  1895.  It  includes  the 
parish  of  Bromyard  and  a portion  of  the  parish  of  Winslow 
(L.  G.  B.  Order,  November  17th,  1894).  The  population  of  the 
Urban  District  in  1901  was  1,663. 

The  parish  of  Lower  Sapey  was  transferred  from  the  Bromyard 
Rural  District  to  Martley  Rural  District  from  January  1st,  1895 
(L.  G.  B.  Order  November  2nd,  1894). 

A portion  of  Cradley  parish  was  transferred  from  the  Bromyard 
Rural  District  to  the  Malvern  Urban  District  from  March  31st, 
1897. 

The  parish  of  Stoke  Bliss,  which  was  transferred  from  the 
Tenbury  Rural  District  to  the  Bromyard  Rural  District  on 
January  1st,  1895,  was  re-transferred  to  the  Tenbury  District  on 
September  30th,  1897. 

The  parish  of  Acton  Beauchamp  was  united  to  the  Bromyard 
Rural  District  on  January  ist,  1895. 
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POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Bromyard  Rural  Sanitary  District  at  the 
census  of  1891  was  10,562,  and  of  the  Rural  District  as  it  is  now 
constituted  the  population  was  8,213.  The  alterations  in  area 
indicated  above  account  for  the  difference.  The  estimated  popu- 
lation at  the  middle  of  1901,  upon  which  the  figures  in  this  report 
are  based,  is  8,246-  It  will  be  noticed  that  in  Table  1 on  page  68 
in  col.  2,  there  appears  to  be  no  regularity  in  the  estimated 
increase  or  decrease  in  the  populations  for  the  ten  years  1891- 
1900.  These  figures  are  not,  however,  given  haphazard,  but  are 
the  result  of  careful  inquiries  and  investigations  in  various 
quarters. 

BIRTHS. 


No.  194.  Rate  per  1,000,  23  5. 


There  were  194  births  registered  in  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District  during  1901,  of  which  96  were  boys  and  98  girls,  equal  to 
a birth-rate  per  1,000  of  23‘5-  This  rate  is  ’3  per  1,000  below  that 
recorded  in  1900  and  per  1,000  below  the  average  rate  of  the 
previous  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  in  rural  England  during  1901 
was  27  2 per  1.000. 


In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  birth-rates  were 


Bromyard 
Bishops  Frome 
Brockhampton 


Average  of 
10  years, 
1901.  1891-1900. 

20-9  ...  2y8 

254  ...  28‘0 

22'9  ...  28‘0 


DEATHS. 

No.  101.  Rate  per  1,000,  i2'2. 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District  during  1901  was  107,  of  which  61  were  males  and  46 
females.  Included  in  this  number  were  seven  inmates  of  the 
Workhouse,  whose  usual  place  of  residence  was  in  the  Bromyard 
Urban  District.  One  resident  of  the  Bromyard  Rural  District  died 
during  the  year  in  the  County  Asylum.  After  making,  therefore, 
these  necessary  adjustments,  the  number  of  deaths  among  resi- 
dents in  the  Bromyard  Rural  District  was  101  (57  males  and  44 
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females,  equal  to  a death-rate  of  12  2 per  i,ooo.  This  rate  is 
2 g below  that  recorded  in  1900,  and  is  4 4 below  the  average 
death-rate  of  the  previous  ten  years.  (See  Table  1,  p.  69). 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  following  six  parishes,  having  a 
population  of  441  persons,  no  deaths  occurred  during  1901  : — 
Bredenbury,  Felton,  Brockhampton,  Edvin  Loach,  Saltmarshe, 
and  Wolferlow. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  death-rates  were 


Average  of 
10  years 
1891-1900. 


1901- 

120 


Bromyard 
Bishops  Frome 
Brockhampton 


163 

17-2 


Bromyard  Rural  District  . . ...  12  2 ...  16.6 

I do  not  think  any  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  recording 
the  death-rate  for  each  parish  during  a single  year,  the  figures 
covering  so  short  a period,  and  for  small  populations  would  only 
be  misleading. 

In  the  six  parishes,  each  of  which  has  a population  of  more  than 
400  persons,  the  death-rates  per  1,000  during  1901  were  as 
follows  : — 


Cradley 


r3'4 
1 4 1 
20'6 
140 
6-o 


Bishops  Frome 
Much  Cowarne 
Norton 
Whitbourne 
Linton  ... 


63 


53 

Table  A. 


The  following  tabic  gives  the  ages  at  death  in  various  groups 
for  the  Bromyard  Rural  District,  the  registration  sub-districts, 
and  the  six  largest  parishes. 


All 

Ages. 

Under 
1 year. 

1 to  5 
years 

5 to 
15 

years 

' 

15 

to  lb 
years 

’ 25 
to  45 

years 

•15 

to  65 
years 

65 

to  75 
years 

75 

to  85 
years 

Over 

H5 

years 

Rural  District 

IOI 

17 

O 

0 

4 

4 

6 

28 

l7 

! 15 

7 

Sub.Districts 

Bromvard  

23 

6 

0 

1 

I 

2 

4 

5 

1 

n 

J 

Bishops  Frome 

52 

7 

O 

1 

1 

1 

20 

8 

7 

4 

Brockhampton 

26 

4 

O 

2 

2 

3 

4 

4 

7 

0 

Parishes  : 

Bishops  Frome 

10 

0 

I 

0 

0 

O 

5 

2 

0 

2 

Cradlev  

16 

3 

I 

0 

0 

1 

6 

1 

4 

0 

Linton  

0 

J 

0 

O 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Much  Cowarne 

10 

1 

I 

0 

0 

0 

3 

r\ 

J 

1 

1 

Norton  

6 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

I 

1 

0 

Whitbourne  ... 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

3 

0 
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UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

7-4  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Of  the  total  deaths  registered  in  the  Bromyard  Rural  District 
in  i go i there  were  93  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners, 
6 by  the  Coroner,  and  8 were  uncertified.  Given  as  percentages 
of  the  total  deaths  87  per  cent,  were  certified  by  medical 
practitioners,  5'6  per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  7'4  per  cent,  were 
uncertified.  The  proportion  of  uncertified  deaths  is  high.  The 
cause  of  death  entered  by  the  Registrars  in  the  case  of  the 
uncertified  deaths  was 

Natural  causes,  4. 

Diarrhoea. 

Pneumonia. 

Senile  decay. 

Syncope. 

ILLEGITIMACY. 

Births. — During  1901  there  were  registered  in  the  Bromyard 
Rural  District  13  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  6’6  per  cent,  of  the 
total  births,  or  to  i‘5  per  1000  of  the  population  living.  In  the 
Bromyard  sub-district  5 per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate. 
In  Bishops  Frome  5 6 per  cent.,  and  in  Brockhampton  9 per  cent. 
There  are  certain  fallacies  connected  with  this  method  of  stating 
the  amount  of  illegitmacy,  which  will  be  found  mentioned 
on  p.  11. 

Deaths. — There  were  two  deaths  among  illegitimate  children 
under  twelve  months  old  in  the  Bromyard  Rural  District  during 
1901,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  153  per  1000  illegitimate 
births  compared  with  82  per  1000  in  the  case  of  legitimate  births 
and  deaths. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Average  of 
10  years. 

1901.  1891-1900. 

Bromyard  Rural  District  ...  ...  92  ...  105 

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  usually  measured  by  stating 
the  number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within 
a certain  period  in  proportion  to  1000  births  during  the  same 
period.  In  the  Bromyard  Rural  District  during  1901  there  were  born 
194  children,  and  18  children  died  under  twelve  months  old.  The 


55 


infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  Q2  per  1000  births 
This  number  was  below  the  average  (105)  for  the  previous  ten 
years.  In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  infantile  mortality 
rate  was 

Average  of 
10  years. 

1901.  1891-1900. 

Bromyard  ...  ...  ...  •••  I5° 

Bishops  Frome  ...  ...  ...  68  ...  134 

Broekhampton  ...  ...  ...  75  •••  ^4 

The  18  children  under  12  months  old  who  died  in  the  Bromyard 
Rural  District  during  1901  were  certified  as  having  died  from  the 
following  causes: — Convulsions,  Diarrhoea,  Enteritis  (2),  Inanition 
(4),  Marasmus  (2),  Measles,  Natural  Causes,  Premature  Birth 
(3),  Tubercular  Disease,  and  YV  hooping  Cough  (?). 

ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES. 

Average  of 
10  years. 

1901.  1891-1900. 

Death-rate  per  1000  ...  ...  i'oq  0 48 

,,  ,,  Rural  England  1 '55 

The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 
in  the  expression  “ principal  zymotic  diseases.” 

No.  of  deaths. 

Small-pox  ...  0 

Measles  ...  •••  2 

Scarlet  Fever  . ...  ...  •••  1 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  •••  3 

Diphtheria  ...  ■ •••  •••  1 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  •••  •••  0 

Diarrhoea  ...  2 

SMALL-POX  was  not  present  in  any  part  of  the  district  during 
1901. 

MEASLES  was  prevalent  at  Avenbury  in  May  and  June,  at 
Brockhamption  in  June,  at  Acton  Beauchamp  and  Cradley  in  July 
and  August,  and  at  Stoke  Lacy  and  Bishops  Frome  in  August.  The 
schools  at  Acton  Beauchamp  and  Cradley  were  closed  in 
consequence  of  the  outbreaks.  1 wo  deaths  were  legisti  red  as 
due  to  the  disease  both  in  August,  one  in  Cradley,  the  other  in 
Bishops  Frome.  In  both  instances  there  was  also  an  acute 
affection  of  the  lungs. 
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SCARLET  Fever. — There  were  notified  during  the  year  16 
eases  of  scarlet  fever  from  nine  houses.  In  Grendon  Bishop  there 
were  five  cases  (in  one  house).  In  Cradley  there  were  three  cases 
(one  fatal).  There  were  two  cases  in  each  of  the  parishes  of 
Grendon  Bishop  and  Stoke  Lacy,  and  one  case  in  the  parishes  of 
Winslow,  Norton,  Ocle  Pychard,  and  Thornbury.  Seven  cases 
were  notified  in  January,  one  in  May,  two  in  June,  two  in  July, 
and  four  in  September.  At  no  time  during  the  year  was  the 
disease  epidemic.  Two  patients  were  removed  to  the  Hospital  in 
September  from  persons  engaged  in  hop-picking,  and  the  removal 
no  doubt  prevented  the  extension  of  the  disease. 

WHOOPING  Cough  attacked  many  children  during  March  in 
Much  Cowarne,  Bredenbury,  Grendon  Bishop,  Winslow,  and 
Wacton.  A fatal  case  occurred  in  Much  Cowarne,  Winslow,  and 
Wacton. 

Diphtheria. — No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  until  the 
end  of  September,  when  a patient  was  removed  from  Cradley 
parish  to  the  hospital,  where  she  died.  At  the  beginning  and  end 
of  October  two  non-fatal  cases  occurred  in  the  parishes  of  Aven- 
bury  and  Bishops  Frome. 

Typhoid  Fever. — No  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  notified 
during  1901.  The  district  has  been  entirely  free  from  this  disease 
since  September,  1899. 

Diarrhoea. — Two  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  diarrhoea- 
one  in  the  parish  of  Ocle  Pychard  the  other  in  Bishops  Frome. 
Both  the  patients  were  under  four  months  old. 

INFLUENZA. — There  were  no  deaths  registered  as  due  to  this 
disease  in  1901. 

MUMPS. — There  were  epidemics  of  mumps  in  March  and  April 
in  Ocle  Pychard,  in  consequence  of  which  the  Burley  Gate  schools 
were  closed  and  disinfected.  In  July  there  was  an  outbreak  of 
the  disease  at  Much  Cowarne. 

Puerperal  Fever. — There  were  no  cases  of  puerperal  fever 
notified  during  1901.  The  last  case  was  in  Cradley  in 
September,  1899. 

ERYSIPELAS. — One  fatal  case  of  erysipelas  occurred  in  the 
Workhouse  in  February,  and  there  were  non-fatal  cases  during 
March  in  Wacton,  September  in  Whitbourne,  November  in 
Ullingswick,  and  December  in  Upper  Sapey. 
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Phthisis. 


Death-rate  per  1,000 


igoi. 

'97 


The  eight  deaths  from  consumption  occurred  among  residents 
in  the  following  parishes: — Cradley,  Hampton  Charles,  Norton, 
Pencombe,  Little  Cowarne,  Linton  (2),  and  Upper  Sapey.  Five 
were  males  and  three  females,  their  ages  at  death  ranged  from 
five  to  36  years.  Two  inmates  of  the  Workhouse  died  from  the 
disease.  A house  at  Ocle  Pychard  was  disinfected  after  a 
death  from  phthisis.  It  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  have 
this  disease  notifiable.  Some  general  observations  upon  this 
disease  will  be  found  on  p.  17. 


Cancer. 


Average  of 
three  years, 
1898-1900. 

•76 


1901. 

•60 


Death-rate  per  1,000 


The  deaths  from  cancer — three  males  and  two  females — 
occurred  in  the  parishes  of  Acton  Beauchamp,  Cradley,  Little 
Cowarne,  and 'bedstone  Wafer.  There  were  two  deaths  among  the 
Workhouse  inmates,  one  of  whom  was  from  Pencombe,  the  other 
from  Bromyard.  The  ages  at  death  ranged  from  57  to  82 


years. 
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Table  B. 


BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Name  of  Disease. 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1894 

1895 

189G  1S97 

1898  1899  1900 

Total 

1391 

1900 

1901 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

Measles  ... 

0 

0 

1 

Q 

2 

3 

0 

1 

1 

1 

12 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

6 

1 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

G 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

10 

3 

Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  Croup 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

2 

0 

9 

1 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

0 

0 

i 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

2 

13 

0 

13 

43 

0 

Diarrhoea 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

3 

2 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

4 

0 

Erysipelas  

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

Phthisis  ...  

0 

11 

14 

13 

8 

5 

10 

2 

3 

7 

78 

8 

Cancer  

5 

7 

( 

*19 

5 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
Pleurisy,  &c 

90 

Ml 

35 

33 

29 

20 

1 

ii 

10 

12 

234 

10 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

25 

;i9 

21 

23 

29 

19 

13 

12 

12 

10 

204 

3 

Accidents 

” 

8 

s 

10 

7 

0 

9 

3 

13 

13 

SO 

2 

* Total  for  3 years  only. 
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Table  C. 


BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Year. 

Smallpox 

03 

03 

C/3 

rt 

§ 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diphtheria 

Typhus 

Tever 

Typhoid 

Fever 

c5 

w 

*3  3 5 
• - 

Total. 

1875.... 

o i 

9 ; 

0 

0 

2 

0 

7 

10 

1876.... 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* 

*- 

* 

1877.... 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

1878.... 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

3 

i 

6 

1879.... 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

i 

3 

1880.... 

0 

8 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

6 

16 

18S1 .... 

0 

0 

5 

2 

0 

2 

1 

2 

12 

1882.... 

0 

0 

2 

1 

4 

1 

0 

l 

9 

1883.... 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

2 

6 

1884.... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

i 

5 

1885.... 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

1886.... 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

i 

7 

1887 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i 

2 

1888.... 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i 

1889.... 

0 

6 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

8 

1890.... 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1S91 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1892 .... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1893.... 

3 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

i 

1891.... 

0 

3 

1 

6 

1 

0 

0 

0 

11 

1895.... 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1896.... 

0 

6 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

7 

1897.... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1898.... 

0 

1 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1899.... 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

1900.. .. 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1901  ... 

0 

2 

1 

3 

1 

0 

0 

2 

9 

* Information  not  available. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 

There  were  treated  in  the  Hospital  during  the  year  six  scarlet 
fever  and  one  diphtheria  patients.  The  number  of  cases  treated  in 
previous  years  was 

1897 — 10  cases. 

189s—  5 » 

1899— 10  „ 

1900—  5 „ 

From  the  rural  district  one  diphtheria  and  two  scarlet  fever 
patients  were  removed  in  the  autumn  from  the  hop  fields,  and  the 
isolation  of  these  cases  no  doubt  prevented  the  spread  of  the 
diseases. 

The  total  cost  of  the  joint  hospital  including  repayments  of 
loan  and  interest  for  the  year  ending  March  31st,  1901,  was  £198. 

The  following  description  of  the  hospital  is  taken  from  the 
“ Public  Health  Engineer  ” : — 

The  Bromyard  Hospital  was  built  primarily  for  the  isolation 
of  small-pox  patients,  but  has  been  used  for  scarlet  fever  and 
diphtheria.  The  institution  is  owned  and  administered  jointly 
by  the  Bromyard  Urban  and  Rural  District  Councils,  and  serves  a 
population  of  about  10,000  persons  living  within  an  area  of  some 
60,000  acres.  The  buildings  were  erected  in  1896,  and  the  first 
patient  was  admitted  in  September  of  that  year. 

The  site,  which  is  4:}  acres  in  extent  and  adjoins  a by-road,  is 
situated  upon  high  ground,  about  a mile  and  a half  from  the  town 
of  Bromyard.  The  land,  which  included  a four-roomed  cottage 
cost  £2 70.  For  hospital  purposes  only  about  one  acre  of  the  site 
is  actually  used,  and  this  portion,  which  is  the  most  distant  from 
the  road,  is  enclosed  on  three  sides  within  a continuous  corrugated 
iron  fencing  6 feet  6 inches  high.  On  the  south-west  side  is  an 
unclimbable  iron  hurdle  fixed  inside  a hedge,  which  was  retained 
on  the  site. 

The  drains  are  all  conducted  to  and  discharge  outside  the 
fencing.  The  slop  water  is  disposed  of  by  sub-irrigation.  There 
are  no  water  closets. 

The  buildings  are  constructed  of  local  hammer-dressed  stone 
with  brick  dressings  and  timbered  gables.  They  are  three  in 
number.  A ward  pavilion,  a laundry  and  mortuary  block  and  a 
nurse's  house. 
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The  ward  pavilion  is  well  arranged,  with  a nurse's  duty  room 
placed  between  two  two-bed  wards.  1 he  duty  room  is  15  feet  by 
13  feet  and  11  feet  high,  and  has,  leading  out  of  it,  a small  pantry 
or  store-room.  It  is  fitted  with  a cooking-range,  cupboards,  and  a 
sink  which  discharges  on  to  a trapped  gully  outside.  There  are 
observation  windows,  which  are  not  immediately  opposite  one 
another,  between  the  nurse’s  room  and  the  wards.  I he  dimen- 
sions of  each  ward  are  14  feet  by  24  feet  and  13  feet  high,  thus 
giving  floor  space  of  168  feet,  and  air  space  of  2,184  cubic  feet  for 
each  patient.  The  floors  are  laid  with  tongued  and  grooved  pitch 
pine  battens  ; the  walls  are  covered  with  Adamant  cement  and  all 
ceiling  angles  and  wall  angles  except  at  the  floor  level  are 
rounded.  The  windows  are  double  hung  sashes  with  a deepened 
lower  rail  (Hincke’s  Bird  ventilator),  and  there  is  a falling-in 
transom  light  in  the  upper  portion.  The  wards  are  warmed  with 
open  fireplaces.  There  are  two  of  Tobin’s  tubes  in  each  ward, 
and  behind  the  beds  is  a ventilating  grating. 


The  nurse’s  room,  the  wards,  and  the  sanitary  offices,  in  which 
last  are  an  earth  closet  and  a sink,  all  open  on  to  a veranhah,  which 
has  a slate  roof  and  is  paved  with  granolithic.  A movable  bath 
stands  under  the  verandah. 


In  such  a small  hospital  the  laundry  block  is  of  necessity  not 
very  elaborate  I here  is  a small  square  room,  13  feet  by  11  feet, 
fitted  with  washing  troughs  and  boiler,  in  which  all  the  washing  is 
done;  a smaller  room,  7 feet  6 inches  by  6 feet  6 inches,  which  can 
be  used  for  fumigating  with  formaldehyde  gas ; and  adjoining  this 
is  a mortuary  and  an  earth  closet. 
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The  nurse’s  house  is  almost  an  addition  to  the  small  cottage 
spoken  of  as  already  being  on  the  site  at  the  time  of  purchase  by 
the  District  Councils.  It  consists  merely  of  a kitchen  and  store 
room  on  the  ground  floor,  and  one  bedroom  on  the  first  floor. 

Water  is  procured  from  a well  which  was  sunk  at  the  time  of 
the  erection  of  the  buildings. 

The  ward  pavilion  has  an  aspect  of  south-west. 

The  sum  of  £i  ,oo5  was  paid  for  the  erection  of  the  buildings 
described.  The  furnishing  was  £120,  and  the  well  was  £70. 
Sanction  was  obtained  to  borrow  £1,600,  which  sum  is  approxi- 
mately the  cost  of  the  institution. 

The  nursing  up  to  the  present  has  been  performed  by  a care- 
taker,  who  lives  with  her  husband  in  the  cottage  ; she  is  provided 
with  coal  and  house  rent  free,  and  is  paid  £15  per  annum.  When 
there  is  a patient  in  the  hospital  she  receives  an  additional  ten 
shillings  weekly  and  has  her  rations  found.  Every  medical  man  is 
permitted  to  attend  his  own  patients  if  he  chooses,  but  one  prac- 
titioner adds  as  medical  superintendent,  and  he  attends  as  necessity 
arises.  Zile  receives  a retaining  fee  of  ten  guineas  yearly,  and  an 
additional  fee  of  10s  6d  for  each  visit  he  pays  to  the  hospital!/  d /,*  ) 

The  contract  for  the  building  was  carried  out  by  Mr  W.  James, 
of  Bromyard. 

The  sanitary  fittings  were  from  Messrs  Doulton  and  Co. 

The  architect  was  Mr.  A.  Hill  Parker,  of  Worcester. 
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BROMYARD  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  December  i8th,  1879,  a resolution  was  passed  by  the  Brom- 
yard Rural  Sanitary  Authority  defining  a “ reasonable  distance  ” 
within  which  water  should  be  provided  in  the  case  of  new  houses 
as  200  yards.  I am  informed  that  it  has  been  the  practice  of  the 
Council  to  consider  500  yards  as  a “reasonable  distance”  as 
regards  old  houses,  but  I have  been  unable  to  find  any  resolution 
of  the  Sanitary  Authority  on  the  matter.  There  is  nowhere  in 
the  district  any  combined  system  of  water  supply.  The  majority 
of  cottages  have  no  water  on  the  premises,  but  rely  upon  springs 
or  dip  wells,  in  some  cases  300  or  400  yards  distant.  There  is  a 
noticeable  absence  of  pumps  in  the  district.  A fair  number  of 
cottages  are  provided  with  rain  water  tanks.  New  houses  erected 
during  the  last  few  years  are  provided  with  pump  wells  on  the 
premises,  and  in  three  instances  at  least  water  is  brought  to  the 
houses  in  service  pipes  from  springs. 

The  springs  on  Bringstye  Common  have  been  steyned  and 
fenced  round.  More  extended  observations  on  water  supplies  will 
be  found  on  p.  20. 

DRAINAGE. 

The  larger  residential  houses  in  the  district  are  provided  with 
water  closets,  the  drainage  from  which  empties  into  cesspools  or 
on  to  the  adjoining  land.  Most  of  the  farm  houses  and  cottages 
have  privy  closets.  Earth  closets  and  pail  closets  are  not  at  all 
commonly  used. 

At  the  Workhouse  the  drainage  is  conveyed  to  a septic  tank, 
and  over  bacteria  contact  beds,  of  which  there  are  three  ; the 
effluent  discharges  into  a ditch. 

There  is  no  general  system  of  drainage  in  the  district,  and  far 
too  many  houses  have  drains  discharging  slop  water  into  roadside 
ditches,  where  it  lies  stagnant  until  a storm  washes  it  away.  On 
page  22  will  be  found  described  a cheap  and  ready  method  of 
converting  privy  closets  to  earth  closets. 

HOUSING. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  the  last  census 
was  4'6.  One  house  was  certified  by  me  as  uninhabitable  under 
sec.  30  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890.  The 
owners  effected  some  repairs,  and  the  house  is  now  tenanted. 

The  general  remarks  upon  p.27  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
houses,  and  of  the  defects  usually  found  apply  fully  to  the 
Bromyard  Rural  District. 
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PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  and  the  Infectious 
Disease  (Prevention)  Act  have  not  been  adopted  by  the  District 
Council,  nor  does  the  Council  possess  any  of  the  urban  powers 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

The  Council  has  not  made  any  Bye-laws  with  respect  to 
Private  scavenging, 

Houses  let  in  lodgings, 

Hop  and  fruit  pickers, 

Tents  and  vans. 

Mortuaries  and  cemeteries. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

There  are  no  Regulations  in  force  in  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885. 
In  the  year  1S99  public  notice  was  given  of  the  necessity  for 
registration.  Copies  of  the  Order  were  printed  and  distributed. 

The  number  of  dairies  and  cowsheds  on  the  register  at  the  end 
of  1901  was  five.  They  are  situated  in  the  parishes  of  Cradley 

(2) ,  Norton  (1),  and  Winslow  (2). 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  six  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  situated  in  the 
parishes  of  Whitbourne,  Ocle  Pychard,  Stoke  Lacy,  Bishops 
Frome,  and  Cradley  (2).  There  are  no  bye-laws  in  force  with 
respect  to  slaughter-houses. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Bromyard  Rural 
District.  Bye-laws  with  respect  to  this  class  of  house  were  made 
by  the  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  on  May  1st,  1876. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  public  bakehouses  in  the  parishes  of  Bishops  Frome 

(3) ,  Cradley,  and  Hampton  Charles. 
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SCHOOLS. 

There  are  17  public  elementary  schools  in  16  parishes,  with  an 
aggregate  accommodation  for  1,776  pupils.  Four  schools  are 
managed  by  a School  Board.  The  lavatory  accommodation  is  in 
many  instances  quite  inadequate.  The  playgrounds  are,  as  a rule5 
ample,  and  I have  usually  found  the  rooms  clean  and  fairly  well 
ventilated,  but  in  very  few  schools  are  the  desks  placed  in  such  a 
position  as  to  allow  of  the  light  falling  over  the  pupil’s  left 
shoulder.  At  Acton  Beauchamp  Schools  privy  pails  are  in  use( 
and  if  they  are  properly  looked  after  they  ought  not  to  be  at  all 
offensive,  but  at  the  time  of  one  of  my  visits  they  had  evidently 
not  been  attended  to  as  they  should.  At  Brockhampton,  when  I 
visited  the  schools,  the  privies  were  offensive  owing  to  the  earth 
and  ashes  used  having  been  thrown  behind  and  not  upon  the 
excreta.  I have  seen  in  Herefordshire  so  many  schools  with 
admirably  arranged  earth  closets  which  are  absolutely  inoffensive 
that  I have  no  longer  any  doubt  as  to  the  possibility  of  providing 
for  a country  school  a perfectly  sanitary  closet. 

CLOSING  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  following  schools  were  closed  during  the  periods  indicated, 
and  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  diseases  named  : — 

Ocle  Pychard,  March  20th  to  April  15th. — Mumps. 

Avenbury,  May  13th  to  June  Sth. — Measles. 

Acton  Beauchamp,  June  14th  to  July  8th. — Measles. 

Cradley,  August  1st  to  August  30th  — Measles. 

Stoke  Lacy,  August  gth  to  August  30th. — Measles. 

Some  general  observations  as  to  the  closing  of  schools  will  be 
found  on  p.  30. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  Thomas  Barrs  was  appointed  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  the 
year  1875.  He  is  re-appointed  yearly,  and  receives  a salary  of 
£5 2 per  annum,  one-half  of  which  is  paid  by  the  County  Council. 
He  pays  out  of  his  salary  all  incidental  and  travelling  expenses 
(including  the  cost  of  a horse),  except  stamps  and  stationery.  He 
holds  no  other  appointment  under  the  Bromyard  Rural  District 
Council,  but  is  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  Bromyard  Urban 
District  and  School  Attendance  Officer  for  three  School  Boards. 
For  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  until  December  12th,  owing  to 
the  indisposition  of  Mr.  Thomas  Barrs,  the  duties  were  very 
efficiently  performed  by  his  son,  Mr.  J.  D.  Barrs. 
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COST  OF  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  total  cost  to  the  Bromyard  Rural  District  C'ouncil  of  the 
sanitary  administration  of  the  district  during  1901  was  £71,  a sum 
equal  to  a little  more  than  one-third  of  a penny  in  the  pound  upon 
the  assessable  value  of  the  district.  Included  in  these  expenses 
are  the  salaries  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Inspector, 
stationery,  stamps,  disinfecting,  notification  fees  and  death 
returns. 


BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Cases  inquired  into  ...  •••  •••  20 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  . ..  3 

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed  ...  !3 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  disinfected  13 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure  0 

HOUSES. 

Erected  ...  ...  • •••  3 

Made  fit  for  habitation  ...  ...  •••  ■ 2 

Closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  ...  ...  1 

Cleansed  and  whitewashed  ...  7 

Overcrowding  abated  ...  ...  •••  •••  1 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Wells  sunk...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired  ...  2 

Wells  closed  0 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis  ...  •••  2 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Laid  or  relaid  ..  ...  • • •••  •••  •••  4 

Cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated  ...  •••  3 

Defective  waste-pipes  rectified  ..  ...  2 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified  ...  4 

Dumb  wells  rectified  . ...  •••  0 

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Additional  provided  0 

Repaired,  ventilated,  or  provided  with  cisterns  ...  o 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

On  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 


On  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Contraventions  of  D.C.  and  M.  Order...  ...  ...  o 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Seizures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

CLERICAL  WORK. 

Letters  written  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Notices  complied  with  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Notices  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 


REMARKS. — There  have  been  no  epidemics  during  the  year,  and 
at  the  close  of  the  year  there  are  no  infectious  cases.  Visits  have 
been  paid  to  all  the  new  houses  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  if  there 
was  a sufficient  supply  of  water  in  accordance  with  sec.  3 of  the 
Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878.  The  question  of  a good  water 
supply  for  the  16  houses  at  Munderfield  was  not  considered  during 
the  year.  I think  something  should  be  done  in  the  matter.  All 
the  schools  were  visited  during  the  year,  and  special  attention 
paid  to  the  condition  of  the  privies,  pail  and  earth  closets. 

THOMAS  BARRS, 

Inspector  of  Nusiances. 


January  15th,  1902. 


6g 


Table  I.  (Local  Government  Board.) 
BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1901 
and  Previous  Years. 
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* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,0110  of  estimated  population. 

X Average  of  six  years  only. 

Note.— The  deaths  included  in  Column  7 of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those 
registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The 
deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the 
substrac-tion  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in 
Colnmn  11. 

By  the  term  “Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on 
account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  publie  institutions  there;  and  by  the 
term  “ Residents”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on 
account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

t The  “ Public  Institutions  ” taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables 
are  the  Workhouse  and  Isolation  Hospital  within  the  district  (Cols.  9 and  10),  and  the 
Asylum,  Hereford  Hospital,  and  Bromyard  Hospital  beyond  the  district  (Col.' 11). 

Total  population  at  all  ages..  8,244  1 § 

Area  of  District  in  acres  1 I “3 

(exclusive  of  area!  01,143  Number  of  inhabited  houses  1.791  S-r®2 

covered  by  water).  ) j ° 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...4'G  J <*'3 
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Table  II.  (Local  Government  Board). 
BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Registration  Sub-districts 

IN  1901  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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1878 
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1897  

ISS3 

60 

36 
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3468 

89 

65 

14 

2880 

80 
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1898  

1892 

44 

34 

7 

3465 

90 

48 
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2878 

84 

50 

9 

1899  

1S99 

45 

35 

3 

3465 
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61 

12 
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75 

41 

7 
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56 

29 

5 

3463 

71 

56 

9 

2874 

70 

40 

2 

Averages 

of  Years  1 
1891  tof 
1900.  J 

2515 

70 

41 

G 

3706 

104 

65 

14 

2961 

83 

47 

7 

1901  

1913 

40 

23 

6 

3461 

88 

52 

6 

2872 

66 

26 

5 

Notes. — (a)  The  separate  localities  adopted  for  this  table  are  the 
registration  sub-districts. 

(b)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  instit  itions  be- 

yond the  district  are  included  in  sub-columns  c of  this 
table,  and  those  of  non-residents  registered  in  public 
institutions  in  the  district  excluded. 

(c)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions, 

whether  within  or  without  the  district,  are  allotted  to 
the  respective  localities  according  to  the  addresses  of 
the  deceased.  . . 

(d)  The  gross  totals  of  the  several  columns  in  tnis  table 

respectively  equal  the  corresponding  totals  lor  the 
whole  districts  in  Tables  I.  and  IV.  : thus,  the  totals 
of  sub-columns  a,  b,  and  c agree  with  the  figures  for  the 
year  in  the  columns  2,  3,  and  12,  respectively,  of 
Table  1.  : the  gross  total  of  the  sub-column  c agrees 
with  tho  total  of  column  2 in  Table  IV.,  and  the  gross 
total  of  sub-column  d with  the  total  of  column  3 iu 
Table  IV, 


Table  III.  (Local  Government  Board.) 

BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1901. 
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Notes  —The  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  IV. 

The  Bromyard  Joint  (U.  and  R.)  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  in  the  Brockbampton  Registration  Sub-District. 


Table  IV.  (Extended).  Local  Government  Board. 
BROMYARD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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DORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


i8qi.  1901. 

Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water)  — ...  68,057 

Population  (census)  ...  ...  7,112  ...  6,742 

Inhabited  Houses  ...  ...  ...  1,606  ...  1 <555 

Persons  per  House...  ...  ...  4^4  ...  4 3 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  £73>732  •••  £68,858 

No.  of  Parishes  ...  ...  ...  — ...  26 

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1 ,000  ...  215  ...  16  0 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER. 

The  rural  district  of  Dore  is  situated  in  the  south-western 
corner  of  the  county,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Hay  and 
Weobley  rural  districts,  on  the  east  by  the  Hereford  and  Ross 
rural  districts,  on  the  south  by  Monmouthshire,  and  on  the  west 
by  Monmouthshire.  The  Black  Mountains  form  the  boundary  of 
the  district  on  the  western  side,  and  rise'  to  a height  of  2,306ft. 
There  is  a range  of  hills  on  the  eastern  side  running  from  north  to 
south-east.  Orcop  hill  in  the  west  is  958ft.  high,  Pontrilas  at 
the  foot  of  Orcop  hill  is  25011.,  and  Madley,  in  the  north-east,  is 
254ft.  above  sea-level, 

The  district  is  well  watered,  streams  from  the  surrounding 
hills  emptying  into  the  rivers  Monnow  and  Dore.  The  Monnow, 
which  rises  in  the  north-west,  flows  due  south  to  the  boundary  of 
the  Dore  district,  and  then  in  a north-easterly  direction,  forming 
the  southern  boundary.  The  river  Dore  flows  along  the  Golden 
Valley,  through  the  centre  of  the  district  from  north  to  south. 

Geologically  the  district  is  Old  Red  Sandstone.  Garway  hill 
and  Stockley  hill  are  of  Cornstone  formation. 


In  a large  portion  of  the  district  there  is  a sandy  subsoil,  though 
in  a few  parishes,  noticeably  in  Kenderchurch,  St.  Devereux, 
Vowchurch,  and  Walterstone  there  is  a subsoil  of  marl  and  clay. 

There  are  within  the  Dore  Rural  District  26  parishes,  all  of 
which  are  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  in  the  Dore  Poor-law  Union, 
and  in  the  Hereford  Registration  district,  but  the  Poor-law  Union 
and  Registration  district  are  not  co-terminous  with  the  Dore 
Rural  District.  The  population  in  these  parishes  at  the  Census 
of  1901  varied  from  40  in  Turnastone  to  685  in  Madley.  In  five 
parishes  there  were  less  than  100  inhabitants.  1 here  are 
collections  of  houses  into  villages  at  Peterchurch,  Ewias  Harold^ 
Kentchurch  (Pontrilas),  Longtown,  Kingstone,  and  Madley  ; else- 
where the  houses  are  more  or  less  scattered. 

There  are  41  miles  of  county  main  roads  and  188  miles  of 
district  roads  in  the  Dore  Rural  District. 

9 

INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  are  almost  exclusively  agricultural.  Hops  are 
cultivated  on  the  eastern  border,  and  apples  are  extensively  grown 
throughout  the  district.  There  is  also  breeding  of  Herefordshire 
cattle.  At  Pontrilas,  in  the  parish  of  Kentchurch,  there  are  small 
chemical  works,  and  there  are  quarries  in  the  parishes  of  Peter- 
church, Kentchurch,  Orcop,  Tyberton,  Abbeydore,  Bacton, 
Row’estone,  Llancelloe,  Longtown,  Llanveynoe,  Crasswall,  and 
Newton.  In  the  parish  of  Vowchurch  there  is  a large  steam  flour 
mill. 

RECENT  ALTERATIONS  IN  AREA. 

The  parishes  of  Grosmont  and  Llangua,  in  the  county  of 
Monmouthshire,  were  transferred  from  the  Dore  Rural  District 
to  the  Abergavenny  Rural  District  on  January  1st,  1895-  (L.G.B. 

Order,  November  12th,  1894.) 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  Dore  Rural  District  as  at  present 
constituted  was  in  1891 — 7,112,  but  in  estimating  the  population 
for  the  succeeding  years  it  has  been  necessary  to  take  into 
account  the  alteration  in  area  indicated  above.  The  population 
at  the  1901  census  was  6,742.  I he  estimated  population  at  the 
middle  of  1901,  and  upon  which  the  figures  in  this  report  are 
based,  was  6,738. 
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BIRTHS. 

Xo.  1 68.  Rate  per  i,ooo,  249. 

1'iiere  were  16S  births  registered  in  the  Dore  Rural  District 
during  1901,  ol  which  90  were  boys  and  78  girls,  equal  to  a birth- 
rate per  1,000  of  24  9.  This  rate  is  r8  per  1,000  above  that 
recorded  in  1900  and  0 2 per  1,000  below  the  average  rate  of  the 
previous  ten  years.  1 he  birth-rate  in  rural  England  during  1901 
was  27  2 per  1.000. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  birth-rates  were 


Average  of 

10  years, 

1901. 

0 

0 

1 

CN 

=c 

Madley  . 

...  210 

25'4 

Clodock 

22' 2 

246 

Kentchurch 

3r0 

25-3 

• DEATHS. 

No. 

102.  Rate  per  1,000,  151. 

The  number 

of 

deaths  registered  in  the 

Dore  Rural 

District  during 

1901 

was  96,  of  which  57  were 

males  and  39 

females.  Included  in  this  number  was  one  inmate  of  the 
Workhouse,  whose  place  of  residence  was  beyond  the  district. 
Three  residents  in  the  Dore  Rural  District  died  during  the 
year  in  the  County  Asylum  and  four  in  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital.  After  making,  therefore,  these  necessary  adjustments, 
the  number  of  deaths  among  residents  in  the  Dore  Rural  District 
was  102  (61  males  and  41  females),  equal  to  a death-rate  of  15' 1 
per  1,000.  This  rate  is  15  below  that  recorded  in  1900,  and  is 
2’0  below  the  average  death-rate  of  the  previous  10  years.  (See 
Table  1,  p.  87.) 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  following  three  parishes,  having 
a total  population  of  184  persons,  no  deaths  occurred  during 
1901.  Thruxton,  Turnastone,  and  Kenderchurch 


In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  death-rates  were 


Average  of 

10  years 

1901, 

1891-1900. 

Madley  ... 

...  13-4 

18-5 

Clodock 

...  199 

172 

Kentchurch 

...  130 

156 

Dore  Rural  District  ... 

...  15  1 

...  17-1 
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I do  not  think  any  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  recording 
the  death-rate  for  each  parish  during  a single  year,  the  figures 
covering  so  short  a period,  and  for  small  populations  would  only 
be  misleading. 

In  the  six  parishes,  each  of  which  has  a population  of  more  than 
400  persons,  the  death-rates  per  1,000  during  1901  were  as 


follows  : — 

Abbevdore  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  I0’9 

Ewias  Harold ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  8'3 

Longtown  ...  ...  ...  2 1 5 

Hadley...  ...  ...  • •••  Jb'5 

Orcop  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  x9  5 

Peterchurch  ...  ...  ...  •••  • 8-4 

Table  A. 


The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  death  in  various  groups 
for  the  Dore  Rural  District,  the  registration  sub-districts, 
and  the  six  largest  parishes. 


All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 to  5 
years 

5 to 
15 

years 

15 

to  25 
years 

25 

to  45 
years 

4 5 I 65  j 75 
to  65ito  75; to  85 
years  years  years 

Over 

85 

years 

Dore  

102 

9 

5 

5 

6 

IO 

25 

21 

14 

7 

Sub-Districts 

Mad  ley  

32 

2 

2 

1 

2 

4 

9 

7 

5 

0 

Clodock  

39 

4 

1 

1 

4 

3 

9 

5 

6 

6 

Kentchurch 

31 

3 

2 

0 

J 

0 

3 

7 

9 

3 

i 

Parishes  : 

Abbeydore 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

2 

0 

0 

Ewias  Harold  . 

4 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

Longtown  

12 

0 

0 

O 

2 

0 

6 

1 

1 

2 

Mad  ley  

1 1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

0 

0 

Orcop 

9 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

3 

2 

0 

Peterchurch  ... 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1 

0 

O 

0 
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UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

6.3  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Of  the  total  deaths  registered  in  the  Dore  Rural  District 
in  1901  there  were  86  certified  by  registered  medical  practitioners, 
4 by  the  Coroner,  and  6 were  uncertified.  Given  as  percentages 
of  the  total  deaths  8q'5  per  cent,  were  certified  by  medical 
practitioners,  4 2 per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  6 3 per  cent,  were 
uncertified.  The  proportion  of  uncertified  deaths  is  high.  The 
cause  of  death  entered 'by  the  Registrars  in  the  case  of  the 
uncertified  deaths  was 


Convulsions 

Decline 

Heart  disease  2. 

Old  age  2. 

ILLEGITIMACY. 

Births. — During  1901  there  were  registered  in  the  Dore 
Rural  District  11  illegitimate  births,  equal  to  6’5  per  cent,  of  the 
total  births,  or  to  i'5  per  1000  of  the  population  living.  In  the 
Madley  sub-district  2 per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate. 
In  Clodock  2-2  per  cent.,  and  in  Kentchurch  121  per  cent. 
There  are  certain  fallacies  connected  with  this  method  of  stating 
the  amount  of  illegitmacy,  which  will  be  found  mentioned 
on  p.  11. 

Deaths. — There  were  no  deaths  among  illegitimate  children 
under  twelve  months  old  in  the  Dore  Rural  District  during  1901. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Average  of 
10  years. 

1901.  1891-1900. 

Dore  Rural  District  ...  ...  ...  53  ...  113 

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  usually  measured  by  stating 
the  number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within 
a certain  period  in  proportion  to  1000  births  during  the  same 
period.  In  the  Dore  Rural  District  during  1901  there  were  born 
168  children,  and  9 children  died  under  twelve  months  old.  The 
infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  53  per  1000  births. 
This  number  was  below  the  average  (1 13)  for  the  previous  ten 
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years.  In  the  registration 

sub-districts  the  infanti 

le  mortality 

rate  was 

Average  of 

10  years. 

1901. 

1891-1900. 

Madley  

4° 

142 

Clodock 

9° 

100 

Kentchurch 

4° 

103 

The  9 children  under  1 2 months  old  who  died  in  the  Dore 
Rural  District  during  1901  were  certified  as  having  died  from  the 
following  causes : — Convulsions,  diarrhoea,  enteritis  (2),  con- 
genital malformation,  influenza,  pneumonia,  bronchitis,  and 
marasmus. 

ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES. 

Average  of 
10  years. 

1901.  1891-1900. 

Number  of  deaths  ...  ...  ...  3 

Death-rate  per  1000  ...  ...  ...  0^44  ...  0 51 

,,  ,,  Rural  England  ...  . 1 '55 

The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 
in  the  expression  “ principal  zymotic  diseases.” 

No.  of  deaths. 


Small-pox  ...  ...  • • 0 

Measles  ...  ...  •••  0 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  o 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  o 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  •••  0 


SMALL-POX  was  not  present  in  any  part  of  the  district  during 
1901. 

Measles, — So  far  as  I am  aware,  measles  was  not  prevalent  in 
the  Dore  District  during  1901. 

Scarlet  Fever.— Fourteen  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were 
reported  from  nine  houses.  I here  were  isolated  cases  in  January, 
April  and  October  in  Longtown  ; in  July  and  September  in 
Peterchurch,  and  in  September  in  Madley.  At  no  time  was  the 
disease  epidemic. 

Whooping  Cough. — There  were  non-fatal  cases  of  whooping 
cough  in  Kingstone  parish  in  the  spring. 
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Diphtheria. — I wo  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the 
year,  one  in  Kentchurch  (Pontrilas)  early  in  August,  and  the 
other,  which  terminated  fatally,  in  Treville  (Thruxton).  At  the 
end  of  November  a child,  who  was  a resident  of  Wormbridge,  died 
from  post-diphtheritic  paralysis  in  the  Hereford  Hospital. 

I VPHOID  Fever. — At  the  beginning  of  July  a case  of  typhoid 
fever  was  reported  from  Peterchurch.  The  patient  (a  man)  had 
recently  returned  from  South  Africa,  and  was  taken  ill  before 
landing  in  England.  Two  other  cases  occurred  in  the  same  house, 
one  in  September,  the  other  in  October.  There  were  also  in 
September  and  November  two  cases  in  houses  remote  from  that 
occupied  by  the  first  patient.  No  deaths  occurred. 

DIARRHOEA. — One  death  was  registered  as  due  to  diarrhoea,  in 
Michaelchurch,  during  November. 


INFLUENZA. — There  were  six  deaths  from  influenza  during  1901, 
all  in  the  first  half  of  the  year.  They  occurred  in  the  parishes  of 
Dulas,  Ewias  Harold,  Kingstone  (2),  and  Rovvlestone.  There  was 
also  one  death  in  the  Workhouse,  the  patient  being  a resident  of 
Orcop.  There  were  isolated  non-fatal  cases  in  Madley  and  Long- 
town  during  the  year. 

Puerperal  Fever. — There  vras  a fatal  case  of  puerperal  fever 
in  Longtown  in  January.  No  other  case  was  reported. 

Erysipelas. — Isolated  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified  from 
Peterchurch  and  Kenderchurch  in  August,  and  from  Crasswall  in 
December.  There  were  no  deaths. 


Phthisis. 

Average  of 
10  years, 
1901.  1S91-1900. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  222  ...  '95 

The  15  deaths  from  consumption  occurred  among  residents 
in  the  following  12  parishes  : — Abbevdore,  Dulas,  Crasswall, 
Kentchurch,  Kingstone  (2),  Llanveynoe,  Longtown  (2),  Madley  (2), 
Orcop,  St.  Devcreux,  St.  Margarets,  and  Yowchurch.  Eight 
were  males  and  seven  females,  their  ages  varied  from  3 to  61 


years. 

It  would  be  a great  advantage  if  we  could  obtain  the  voluntary 
notification  of  cases  of  phthisis  occurring  in  the  district  trom  the 
medical  men  practising,  paying  to  them  a fee  of  2 6 for  the  first 
certificate  received. 

Some  general  observations  on  this  disease  will  be  found 
on  p.  17. 
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Cancer. 

Average  of 
three  years, 
igoi.  i 898- i goo. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  '87  ...  '53 

The  six  deaths  from  cancer — two  males  and  four  females — 
occurred  in  the  parishes  of  Ewias  Harold,  Madley,  Newton, 
Treville,  Vowchurch,  and  Wormbridge.  The  ages  at  death  were 
from  44  to  95  years. 

Table  B. 

DORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Name  of  Disease. 

I 

1891 

1892 

1S93  1894  1895 

1890  1S97 

1898  1899  1900 

| 

Total 

1891 

1900 

1901 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

M easles 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

1 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

8 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

Diphtheria  and 

i\1  embranous  Croup  . . 

2 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

9 

2 

Typhoid  Fever  ... 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

Influenza 

5 

6 

5 

9 

9 

4 

» 

12 

5 

4 

67 

6 

Diarrlnea 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

2 

0 

0 

2 

1 

11 

1 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

> 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

5 

0 

Phthisis  ... 

3 

6 

7 

9 

12 

6 

5 

f) 

9 

6 

69 

15 

Cancer  

5 

10 

8 

9 

3 

2 

0 

4 

5 

2 

54 

4 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia. 
Pleurisy,  &c 

4S 

23 

22 

19 

13 

4 

10 

8 

10 

8 

1G5 

12 

Heart  Diseases  ... 

21 

11 

19 

20 

S 

■1 

1 

8 

3 

t 

102 

13 

Accidents 

8 

2 

1 2 

3 

0 

*> 

0 

9 

3 

1 

28 

3 
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ISOL  AT  1 0 N ACCOMMODATION. 

In  the  year  1896  a corrugated  iron  hospital  was  erected  by  the 
District  Council,  at  a cost  of  £255,  on  land  adjoining  the 
Workhouse  at  Abbeydore.  There  is  accommodation  for  four 
patients  in  two  wards.  Its  proximity  to  the  Workhouse,  where 
there  are  approaching  100  occupants,  renders  it  impossible  to  use 
the  Hospital  lor  the  district  generally.  Especially  is  this  the  case 
as  regards  small-pox.  It  has  not  been  occupied  since  it  was 
erected.  The  district  may,  therefore,  be  said  to  be  without  proper 
isolation  hospital  accommodation. 

For  further  observations  on  this  subject  see  p.  15. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

I have  not  been  able  to  find  a definite  resolution  of  the  sanitary 
authority  relating  to  a “ reasonable  distance  ” within  which  water 
should  be  supplied  to  houses  but  there  appears  to  be  a tradition  that 
it  should  be  500  yards  in  the  case  of  old  and  200  yards  in  the  case 
of  new  houses. 

There  are  combined  water  supplies  in  the  parishes  of  Kent- 
ehurch  (Pontrilas),  Peterchurch,  Vowchurch  and  Michaelchurch. 

The  Pontrilas  supply  is  from  a spring  on  the  hillside  to  a tank 
and  thence  to  pipes  to  nearly  all  the  houses  (25  or  30)  in  the 
village. 

At  Peterchurch  all  the  houses  (30  or  40)  are  supplied  through 
galvanised  iron  pipes  from  a brick  tank  immediately  below  a 
spring  on  the  side  of  Stockley  Hill. 

The  Vowchurch  houses  receive  water  through  a pipe  from  the 
“heavenly  well.”  Two  houses  in  this  parish  (Shegear)  are 
supplied  with  water  pumped  by  a ram  from  a spring  some  300 
yards  distant. 

In  Michaelchurch  parish  there  are  7 or  8 houses  supplied  with 
water  brought  in  galvanised  iron  p’pes  from  a hillside  spring. 

In  Walterstone  parish  two  wells  were  sunk  in  the  year  1896  by 
the  District  Council  at  the  cost  of  the  owners  of  houses  located  on 
Walterstone  Common.  They  are  both  deep  wells  and  the  water 
is  good.  Unfortunately  following  the  custom  of  the  district  the 
sides  of  the  wells  from  the  ground  level  to  the  rock  were  dry 
steyned  with  loose  bricks  and  the  well  lining  was  not  carried  up 
above  the  level  of  the  ground.  In  times  of  flood  it  was  possible 
therefore  for  groud  washings  to  get  into  the  wells.  Small  trenches 
have  been  cut  around  each  well  in  order  to  prevent  this  source  of 
discolouration  and  for  a time  with  good  results.  I am  of  opinion 
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however  that  the  wells  should  be  properly  lined  and  puddled 
behind  the  lining  which  last  should  be  carried  above  the  ground 
level. 

In  Orcop  parish  there  is  a group  of  8 houses  including  two 
licensed  houses,  which  are  very  badly  circumstanced  with  regard 
to  water  supply.  A supply  could  readily  be  obtained  and  piped 
directly  to  each  house  at  less  than  the  maximum  cost  permitted  by 
the  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878,  if  the  respective  owners 
could  be  induced  to  effect  a combination. 

Elsewhere  water  is  obtained  from  deep  and  shallow  wells,  dip 
wells  and  springs  many  of  the  last  being  on  the  roadside. 

Some  general  observations  on  water  supplies  will  be  found  on 
p.  20. 

Mr.  Herbert  E.  Jones  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
attended  the  Congress  upon  water  supplies,  held  in  London,  in 
October,  1901. 

DRAINAGE  AND  EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

There  is  combined  drainage  for  a few  houses  in  the  parishes  of 
Ewias  Harold,  M.idley,  and'  Peterchurch.  Elsewhere  slopwater 
drains  frequently  discharge  into  roadside  ditches  or  from  farm 
houses  on  to  land  or  into  fold  yards.  Large  residental  houses  have 
water  closets  and  the  drainage  is  usually  discharged  on  to  land 
with  or  without  the  intervention  of  a cesspool  or  in  some  cases 
directly  into  a watercourse.  The  drainage  from  the  workhouse 
where  there  are  6 water  closets  discharges  into  a ditch  and  thence 
into  the  brook. 

Privy  closets  are  commonly  found  in  connection  with  farm 
houses  or  cottages  though  there  are  a fair  number  of  earth  closets 
and  pail  closets.  A few  years  ago  the  Dore  Council  issued  a 
printed  memorandum  with  diagrams  describing  a ready  and  cheap 
method  of  converting  privy  closets  into  pail  or  earth  closets  (see 
p.  22). 

Ewias  Harold,  There  is  a surface  drain  here  into  which  the 
slopwater  drains  from  ten  houses  enter  discharging  into  the  Dulas 
Brook.  The  w c.  drainage  from  two  houses  discharges  directly 
into  the  brook.  On  April  1st  a sub-committee  of  the  Council 
(Messrs  H.  E.  Jones,  L’Amie,  and  Parry)  with  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  reported  to  the  Council  as  to  the  drainage  of  the  village 
and  made  recommendations  for  its  improvement. 

Madley.  The  slop  water  drainage  from  six  houses  and  the 
schools  after  traversing  a pipe  drain  for  about  200  yards  empties 
into  a roadside  ditch  which  is  at  times  very  offensive. 
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Peterchurcli. — In  the  early  part  of  the  year  complaints  were 
made  of  a roadside  ditch  on  the  main  road  to  Peterchurcli  which 
received  the  drainage  from  five  houses,  the  school  house  and  the 
schools.  A sanitary  pipe  drain  was  laid  to  receive  this  drainage 
and  made  to  terminate  in  an  agricultural  pipe  drain  laid  across  a 
field  to  the  brook.  Up  the  present  time  there  has  been  no  dis- 
charge into  the  brook.  The  cost  of  this  work  was  borne  by  the 
owners  of  the  properties  affected. 

HOUSING. 

There  are  many  houses  in  the  district  well  built  and  cared  for 
noticeably  in  Kentchurch  (Pontrilas),  where  bricks  from  a local 
brickworks  have  been  used  in  construction  ; in  Bacton  parish,  and 
in  parts  of  Abbeydore  parish.  On  the  other  hand  there  are 
cottages  in  Abbeydore  parish,  on  Ewias  Harold  Common,  Barrow 
Common  (Kingstone),  and  in  Orcop  parish,  which  are  very  near 
the  borderland  of  habitable  and  uninhabitable  houses.  A fair 
proportion  of  houses  are  half  timbered  and  thatched,  and  are  of 
such  an  age  that  they  require  constant  repair.  The  absence  of 
rainwater  gutters  to  carry  off  the  rain  is  everywhere  very 
noticeable,  and  tends  to  keep  many  houses  which  in  other  respects 
cannot  be  adversely  criticised  permanently  damp  and  unhealthy. 

Two  houses  were  certified  by  me  as  uninhabitable  under  Sec. 
30  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890,  and  were 
closed. 

The  general  remarks  upon  p.  27  as  to  the  condition  of  houses 
and  of  the  defects  usually  found  apply  fully  to  the  Dore  Rural 
District. 

PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  and  the  Infec- 
tious Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  have  not  been  adopted  by 
the  District  Council,  nor  does  tin*  Council  possess  any  of  the 
urban  powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

The  Council  has  not  made  any  Bye-laws  with  respect  to 

Common  lodging-houses. 

Private  scavenging, 

Houses  let  in  lodgings, 

Hop  and  fruit  pickers, 

Tents  and  vans, 

Mortuaries  and  cemeteries. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Mdkshops  Ordei, 
1885,  were  made  by  the  Dore  Rural  Sanitary  Authority  on  August 
5th,  1889,  but,  as  far  as  I have  been  able  to  ascertain,  they  have 
never  been  printed  or  circulated.  No  public  notice  was  given 
during  the  year  of  the  necessity  for  registration. 

The  register  is  in  an  imperfect  condition.  During  the  present 
year  1 hope  to  be  able  to  put  it  into  a better  state. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  three  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  situated  in  the 
parishes  of  Ewias  Harold,  Madley  and  Longtown.  I he  Madley 
slaughter-house  is  a very  well  constructed  brick  building  and  is 
well  kept,  that  at  Ewias  Harold  is  built  of  wood  and  has  a fairly 
good  brick  floor.  There  are  no  bye-laws  in  force  with  respect 
to  slaughter-houses. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  the  Dore  district  and 
I cannot  ascertain  that  any  bye-laws  have  been  made  with  respect 
to  this  class  of  house. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  public  bakehouses  in  the  parishes  of  Vowchurch, 
Abbeydore,  Peterchurch,  Madley,  and  Ewias  Harold. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  16  public  elementary  schools  in  15  parishes,  having  an 
aggregate  accommodation  for  1,751  pupils.  Six  schools  are  managed 
by  School  Boards.  As  a rule  I have  found  these  schools  well 
cared  for  and  fairly  well  ventilated.  Only  rarely  are  the  desks 
arranged  in  the  most  suitable  manner  as  regards  the  light.  The 
playgrounds  are  generally  good,  though  in  this  respect  an  excep- 
tion must  be  made  in  the  case  of  the  Abbeydore  Schools,  where 
the  playground  might  well  be  improved  by  the  substitution  of 
asphalte  or  gravel  for  the  large  stones  at  present  covering  the 
ground.  The  British  Schools  at  Peterchurch  are  provided  with 
very  good  dry  earth  closets,  and  at  the  Yowcluirch  Schools  there 
are  long  hopper  water  closets  flushed  from  a 100  gallon  tank  and 
draining  into  a cesspool  in  an  adjoining  field.  Man}'  other  schools 
have  privy  closets  not  too  frequently  emptied.  (See  page  22). 
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CLOSING  OF  SCHOOLS. 

No  schools  were  closed  during  the  year  in  consequence  of 
epidemic  disease. 

Some  general  observations  as  to  the  closing  of  schools  will  be 
found  on  p.  30. 

SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 

I here  are  two  Inspectors  of  Nuisances  in  the  Dore  district, 
each  of  whom  also  acts  as  Surveyor. 

Mr.  P.  G willim  was  appointed  about  the  year  1875,  and  is 
re-elected  yearly.  He  receives  a salary  of  £20  per  annum  as 
Inspector  of  Nuisances.  He  pays  his  own  travelling  expenses, 
(including  the  keep  of  a horse)  and  other  incidental  expenses, 
except  stamps  and  stationery.  His  district  includes  the  Clodock 
Registration  Sub-district,  and  has  an  area  of  28,443  acres,  and  a 
population  of  about  2,000.  Mr.  J.  Lewis  was  appointed  in  the 
year  1889,  and  controls  a district  which  includes  the  Registration 
Sub-districts  of  Madley  and  of  Kentchurch,  excluding  the  parishes 
of  Grosmont  and  Llangua.  He  receives  a salary  of  ^23  per 
annum,  and  pays  his  own  travelling  expenses  (including  the 
keep  of  a horse)  and  incidental  expenses,  except  stamps  and 
stationery. 

There  was  correspondence  during  1901  between  the  Local 
Government  Board  and  the  Council  w ith  regard  to  the  office  of 
Inspector  of  Nuisances.  The  Board  was  desirous  ol  one  officer 
being  appointed  w ho  should  be  entirely  employed  as  Inspector^ 
and  as  the  Council  were  not  disposed  to  acquiesce  in  this  arrange- 
ment, the  Board  did  not  sanction  the  re-appointment  of  Messrs. 
Gwillim  and  Lewis  from  October  1st  last,  with  the  result  that  the 
Council  do  not  obtain  a moiety  of  their  salaries  from  the  County 
Council. 

COST  OF  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

I'he  total  cost  to  the  Dore  Rural  District  Council  of  the 
sanitary  administration  of  the  district  during  1901  was  £68,  a sum 
equal  to  less  than  one-third  of  a penny  in  the  pound  upon 
the  assessable  value  of  the  district.  Included  in  these  expenses 
are  the  salaries  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Inspector, 
stationery,  stamps,  disinfecting,  notification  fees  and  death 
returns. 
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Table  I.  (Local  Government  Board.) 
DORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  iqoi 
and  Previous  Years. 
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1891  . 

7745 
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26-8 

36 
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149 

19'2 

10 

1 

5 

153 

19-7 

1892  . . 

7702 

173 

22'6 

13 

75 

96 

12-4 

7 

0 

1 

97 

12-5 

1893  . . 

7659 

196 

25*5 

31 

158 

126 

16-4 

8 

tl 

3 

129 

16-8 

1894  .. 

7616 

174 

22-8 

23 

132 

140 

18-3 

9 

0 

*2 

142 

18-6 

1895  .. 

6956 

172 

24-7 

12 

69 

109 

15-6 

12 

0 

2 

11 

15-9 

1896  . . 

6920 

190 

27-4 

15 

78 

104 

15-0 

7 

0 

2 

,06 

15-3 

1897  .. 

6884 

175 

25 '4 

27 

154 

140 

20-3 

12 

0 

2 

142 

20-6 

1898  .. 

6848 

197 

28-7 

16 

81 

119 

17-3 

6 

0 

I 

120 

17'5 

1899  . . 

6812 

171 

25-5 

15 

86 

117 

17-1 

7 

1 

3 

119 

17-4 

1900  .. 

6775 

157 

23*1 

19 

121 

110 

16-2 

10 

1 

4 

113 

16-6 

Averages 
for  years 

7192 

181 

25  T 

21 

113 

121 

16-8 

9 

3 

123 

17M 

1891-1900 

1901  . . 

6783 

168 

24  9 

9 

53 

96 

14  2 

9 

1 

7 

102 

15.1 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Note.— The  deaths  included  in  Column  7 ot'  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those 
registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The 
deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  the.  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the 
substraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in 
Col  nmn  1 1 . 

By  the  term  “Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on 
account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there;  and  by  the 
term  “ Residents”  is  . meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  op 
account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

I The  “ Public  Institutions  ” taken  into  account  for  (ho  purposes  of  these  Tables 
are  the  Workhouse  within  the  district  (Cols.  9 and  10),  and  the  Asylum,  and  Hereford 
Hospital,  beyond  the  district  (Col.  11). 

Total  population  at  all  ages.., G,7 12 ^ g . 

Area  of  District  in  acres  1 \ -S 

(exclusive  of  area  I <7,811  Number  of  inhabited  houses  1.555  l,®  S 

covered  by  water).  ) i ~ ^ 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...4'3 J ^ ° 


Table  II.  (Local  Government  Board). 
DORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Registration  Sub-districts 

IN  igoi  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Names  of 
Localities. 

Madley  District 

Clodock  District 

Kentciutrch 

District. 

Year 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births  regis- 
tered. 

Deaths  at  all 
ages. 

Deaths  unner 

1 year. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births  regis- 
tered. 

Deaths  at  all 
ages. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  y ear 

Births  regis- 
tered. 
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7Z  Cfl 
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a 

c3 

O 

z 

— 

73  ® 

CD 

Cl. 

A. 

c. 

cl. 

a. 

b.  1 

c. 

cl. 

Cl. 

b. 

c. 

cl. 

1891  

25o0 

66 

56 

13 

2072 

53 

48 

9 

3113 

89 

49 

11 

1892  

2542 

64 

40 

5 

2062 

43 

22 

4 

3098 

66 

35 

4 

1893  

2524 

70 

53 

12 

2052 

45 

32 

6 

3083 

81 

44 

9 

1891  

2506 

53 

49 

6 

2042 

56 

36 

3 

3068 

65 

57 

14 

1895  

2488 

64 

39 

7 

2032 

14 

32 

2 

2436 

64 

40 

3 

1S93  

2470 

73 

41 

6 

2023 

53 

27 

6 

2427 

64 

38 

3 

1S97  

2452 

64 

49 

11 

2014 

47 

44 

6 

2418 

64 

49 

10 

1898  

2434 

64 

45 

10 

2005 

68 

42 

5 

2409 

65 

33 

1 

1S9D  

2416 

59 

44 

4 

1996 

48 

29 

4 

2400 

67 

46 

7 

1900  

' 2398 

57 

43 

12 

1937 

45 

35 

4 

2390 

55 

35 

4 

Averages  5 
of  Years  1 
1891  to  ( 

2478 

63 

46 

9 

2029 

50 

35 

1 o 

2685 

68 

j 42 

7 

1900.  J 

1901  

2380 

50 

32 

2 

1978 

44 

39 

4 

2380 

74 

31 

3 

Notes.— (a)  The  separate  localities  adopted  for  this  table  are  the 
registration  sub-districts. 

(A)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  be- 
yond the  district  are  included  in  sub-columns  c of  this 
table,  and  those  of  non-residents  registered  in  public 
institutions  in  the  district  excluded. 

(<■)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions, 
whether  within  or  without  the  district,  are  allotted  to 
the  respective  localities  according  to  the  addresses  of 
the  deceased.  . 

(d)  The  gross  totals  of  the  several  columns  in  tnis  'fable 
respectively  equal  the  corresponding  totals  for  the 
whole  districts  in  Tables  l.and  IV.  : thus,  the  totals 
of  sub-columns  «,  b,  and  c agree  with  the  figures  for  the 
year  in  the  columns  2,  if,  and  12,  respectively,  of 
Table  T.  : the  gross  total  of  the  sub-column  c agrees 
with  the  total  of  column  2 in  Table  IV.,  and  the  gross 
total  of  sub-column  <i  with  the  total  of  column  3 in 
Table  IV. 


I able  III.  (Local  Government  Board.) 
DORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year 
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Notes.  The  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  IV. 

ihe  Iron  Isolation  Hospital  is  situated  in  the  Kentchuich  Registration  Sub- District. 


Table  IV.  (Extended).  Local  Government  Board. 
DORE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  i 
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Cancer,  malignant  disease  

Bronchitis 

Pneumonia  

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Respiratory 


Convulsions  .... 
All  olher  causes 
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HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of 

1891. 

water)  — 

1901. 

63.097 

Population  (census) 

•••  13.853 

13,271 

Inhabited  Houses  ... 

...  2,892 

2,877 

Persons  per  House... 

...  4'S 

46 

Rateable  Value 

£126,890 

£125,283 

No.  of  Parishes 

— 

39 

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1, 

,000  ...  216 

i4'5 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER. 

The  rural  district  of  Hereford  is  situated  in  the  centre  of  the 
count}’,  and  completely  surrounds  the  city  of  Hereford.  It  is 
bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Leominster  rural  district,  on  the 
north-east  by  the  Bromyard  rural  district,  on  the  south  by  the 
Ross  rural  district,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Dore  and  Weobley 
rural  districts.  The  centre  of  the  district  is  low-lying.  In  the 
north  Dinmore  hill  rises  to  a height  of  943ft.,  in  the  south  Orcop 
hill  to  958ft.,  and  Aconbury  hill  905ft. , on  the  west  Credcnhill  is 
720ft.,  while  on  the  eastern  side  are  Dinedor  595ft.,  Backbury 
452lt.,and  Westhide  422ft. 

The  district  is  well  watered.  The  river  Wye  flows  across  from 
east  to  west  in  a very  tortuous  bed,  and  the  rivers  Lugg  and 
Fromc  flow  from  north  to  south  until  they  empty  into  the  Wye. 
In  the  lowly ing  portions,  following  the  courses  of  the  rivers  are 
alluvial  deposit. 
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Geologically  the  district  is  Old  Red  Sandstone.  Credenhill, 
Dinedor,  Dinmore,  and  Callow  hills  are  of  Cornstone  formation. 

The  subsoil  is  gravelly  loam  in  those  parishes  through  which 
the  rivers  flow,  and  in  the  remainder  of  the  district  for  the  most 
part  marl  or  clay. 

There  are  within  the  district  39  parishes,  all  of  which  are  in 
the  Hereford  Registration  district,  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  and 
in  the  Hereford  Poor-law  Union,  but  the  rural  district  is  not  co- 
terminous with  the  registration  district  or  with  the  Poor-law  Union. 
The  population  in  these  parishes  at  the  Census  of  1901  varied 
from  27  in  Dinmore  to  1,303  in  Burghill,  but  if  the  569  Asylum 
residents  are  deducted  from  the  Burghill  population  the  largest 
population  (829)  was  in  Fownhope  parish.  There  are  collections 
of  houses  into  villages  at  Bullingham,  Fownhope,  Holmer,  Lug- 
wardine,  Marden,  Mordiford,  Wellington  and  Withington. 

There  are  70  miles  of  county  main  roads  and  210  miles  of 
district  roads  in  the  Hereford  Rural  District. 

INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  are  almost  entirely  of  an  agricultural  nature, 
hops  and  fruit  being  largely  grown,  and  there  is  extensive  breed- 
ing of  Herefordshire  cattle.  A large  encaustic  tile  works  is 
situated  in  Withington  parish,  and  there  are  chemical  works  in 
Credenhill  parish.  The  wooden  soles  of  Yorkshire  and  Lanca- 
shire clogs  are  made  in  Holme  Lacy  parish. 

RECENT  ALTERATIONS  IN  AREA. 

There  has  been  no  alteration  in  the  area  of  the  Hereford  rural 
district  during  the  past  ten  years. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  rural  sanitary  district  at  the  census  of 
1901  was  13,576.  During  the  ten  years  1891-1901,  there  was  an 
average  yearly  decrease  in  the  population  of  58  persons,  and 
assuming  that  this  decrease  is  still  going  on,  the  estimated  popula- 
tion at  the  middle  of  1901  was  13,257,  the  number  upon  which 
the  figures  in  this  report  are  based. 
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BIRTHS. 


Xo.  29 5.  Rate  per  1,000,  22' 2. 


There  were  295  births  registered  in  the  Hereford  Rural  District 
during  1 QO 1 , of  which  142  were  boys  and  153  girls,  equal  to  a birth- 
rate per  1,000  of  22' 2.  This  rate  is  2 per  1,000  above  that 
recorded  in  igoo  and  is  3 2 per  1,000  below  the  average  rate  of  the 
previous  ten  years.  I lie  birth-rate  in  rural  England  during  1901 
was  2]' 2 per  1.000. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  birth-rates  were 


Average  of 
10  years, 
1891-1900. 


Dewchureh 
Fowahope 
Burgh  ill 


DEATHS. 


Xo.  190.  Rate  per  1,000,  1 _j.-3. 


The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Hereford  Rural 
District  during  1901  was  204,0!  which  93  were  males  and  111 
females.  Included  in  this  number  were  36  persons  who  died  in  the 
Countv  Asylum  at  Burghill,  but  whose  usual  place  of  residence 
was  not  in  the  Hereford  rural  district.  There  died  in  the  Here- 
ford Workhouse  seven  persons,  and  in  the  Herefordshire  General 
Hospital  15  persons  who  were  residents  within  the  Hereford  rural 
district.  Both  these  institutions  are  situated  in  the  city  of  Here- 
ford, and  outside  the  Hereford  Rural  District.  After  making  the 
necessary  adjustments,  the  number  of  deaths  among  residents  in 
the  Hereford  Rural  District  was  190  (92  males  and  98  females), 
equal  to  a death-rate  per  1,000  of  1 4'3-  This  rate  is  i'3  per 
1,000  below  that  recorded  in  1900,  and  is  3 6 per  1 ,000  below  the 
average  death-rate  of  the  previous  10  years.  (See  Table  1,  p. 
109.) 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  following  six  parishes,  having 
a total  population  of  552  persons,  no  deaths  occurred  during 
1901  : — Aconbury,  Callow,  Dewsall,  Grafton,  Preston  Wynne, 
and  Dinmore. 
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In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  death-rates  were 


1901, 

Average  of 
10  years 
1891-1900. 

Dewchurch 

...  131 

iG'O 

Fownhope 

...  18-6 

r9'4 

Burghill  (excluding  Asylum) 

...  u-8 

i8'0 

Hereford  Rural  District 

...  143 

l7- 9 

I do  not  think  any  good  purpose 

would  be  served  by  recording 

the  death-rate  for  each  parish 

during  a single 

year,  figures 

covering  so  short  a period  and  foi 

small  populations  would  only 

be  misleading. 

In  the  following  13  parishes,  each  of  which  has  a 

population  of 

more  than  400  persons,  the  death-rates  per  1,000 

during  1901 

were  as  follows  : — 

Bullingham 

70 

Much  Dewchurch 

3’5 

Holmer... 

109 

Breinton 

120 

Wellington 

130 

Lugwardine 

14' 1 

Clehonger 

14.4 

Burghill 

i5'o 

Allensmore 

15-0 

Marden... 

207 

Fownhope 

21b 

Mordiford 

22’5 

Withington 

237 

gb 

The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  death  in  various  groups 
for  the  Hereford  Rural  District,  the  Registration  Sub-districts, 
and  the  thirteen  largest  parishes. 

Table  A. 


All 

ages. 

Und. 

1 

year. 

1 to 

5 

years 

5 to 
15 

years 

15  to  25  to  45  to  C5  to 
25  4 5 (15  ; 75 

years  years  years  years 

75  toAb’ve 
85  j 85 
years  years 

Hereford  R.  Dist. 

i go 

32 

1 1 

5 

10 

20 

34 

34 

40 

4 

Sub- Districts. 

Dewchurch  

55 

13 

3 

1 

O 

O 

7 

4 

1 1 

r3 

0 

Fownhope  

76 

I I 

2 

3 

4 

7 

16 

13 

l7 

3 

Burghill  

59 

8 

6 

1 

* 

3 

6 

l4 

10 

10 

1 

Parishes. 

Allensmore  

9 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

3 

J 

0 

Breinton  

4 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Bullingham  

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Burghill 

12 

4 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

1 

0 

Clehonger  

6 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

2 

0 

Fownhope  

l7 

3 

0 

1 

1 

2 

4 

9 

2 

2 

Holiner  

6 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

Lugwardine  

10 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

1 

4 

0 

Marden  

1 7 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

J 

4 

3 

4 

1 

Mordiford  

1 1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

3 

5 

0 

Much  Dew  church 

5 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

Wellington  

8 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Withington  

18 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

8 

1 

0 

0 

1 
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UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 


3-4  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Of  the  total  deaths  registered  in  the  Hereford  Rural  District 
in  1901  there  were  188  certified  by  registered  medical  practi- 
tioners, 9 by  the  Coroner,  and  7 were  uncertified.  Given  as 
percentages  of  the  total  deaths  p2'2  per  cent,  were  certified 
by  medical  practitioners,  4^4  per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  3'4 
per  cent,  were  uncertified. 

The  cause  of  death  entered  by  the  Registrars  in  the  case 

J o 

of  the  uncertified  deaths  was 

Premature  birth  3. 

Suppressed  measles. 

Debility  from  birth. 

Tubercular  meningitis. 

Heart  failure. 

ILLEGITIMACY. 

Births. — During  1901  there  were  registered  in  the  Hereford 
Rural  District  13  illegitimate  births,  ecjual  to  4 4 per  cent,  of  the 
total  births,  or  to  '91  per  1000  of  the  population  living.  In  the 
Dewchurch  sub-district  7 per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegitimate, 
in  the  bownhope  district  2 per  cent.,  and  in  the  Burghill 
district  3 per  cent.  There  are  certain  fallacies  connected  with 
this  method  of  stating  the  amount  of  illegitmacy,  which  will  be 
found  mentioned  on  p.  11. 

Deaths. — There  were  no  deaths  in  the  Hereford  Rural 
District  during  1901  among  illegitimate  children  under  12  months 
old. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Average  of 
10  years. 

1901.  1891-1900. 

Hereford  Rural  District  ...  ...  112  ...  118 

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  usually  measured  by  stating 
the  number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within 
a certain  period  in  proportion  to  1000  births  during  the  same 
period,  in  the  Hereford  Rural  District  during  1901  there  were 
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born  295  children,  and  32  children  died  under  twelve  months 
old.  1 he  infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  1 12  per  1000 
births.  This  number  is  below  the  average  ( 1 1 8)  for  the 
previous  ten  years. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
was 


Dewchurch 
Fownhope 
Burgh  ill 


Average  of 

10  years. 

1901. 

0 

0 

CT\ 

1 

Oh 

OG 

120 

122 

123 

97 

81 

i33 

The  32  children  under  12  months  old  who  died  in  the 
Hereford  Rural  District  during  1901  were  certified  as  having  died 
from  the  following  causes  : — Whooping  cough  (4),  diarrhoea  (3) 
enteritis  (2),  tubercular  diseases  (3),  marasmus  (3),  bronchitis  (2), 
pneumonia  (2),  inanition  (g),  premature  birth  (3),  and  spina 
bi  fida. 


ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES. 

Average  of 
10  years. 
1901.  1891-1900. 

Death-rate  per  1000  ...  ...  ...  o'gS  ...  0^53 

Rural  England  . . ...  155 

The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 
in  the  expression  “ principal  zymotic  diseases.” 


No.  of  deaths. 

Small-pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Whooping  Cough  5 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  o 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


Small-pox  was  not  present  in  any  part  of  the  district  during 
1901. 

M EASLES. — In  the  later  months  of  1900  the  district  was 
practically  free  from  measles,  but  during  the  second  week  of 
January,  1901 , an  outbreak  occurred  in  the  parish  of  Sutton,  and 

the  disease  spread  to  Mardtn  and  Pipe-cum-Lyde.  From  Pipe 
the  infection  was  taken  to  Holme  Lacy,  Burghill,  and  Wellington. 

The  schools  in  all  these  parishes  were  closed  for  varying  periods 
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(see  p.  106).  There  was  one  death  registered  as  due  to  measles  in 
each  of  the  parishes  of  Pipe,  Holme  Lacy,  Mardcn,  and  Burghill. 
During  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  there  was  no  prevalence  of  the 
disease  in  the  district. 

SCARLET  Fever. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  1901  the 
district  was  free  from  scarlet  fever.  In  March,  an  isolated  case 
was  reported  from  Hampton  Bishop,  and  in  August  there  were 
three  other  cases  from  the  same  parish  in  two  houses.  Isolated 
cases  occurred  in  July  in  Withington,  and  in  October  in  Marden, 
Stoke  Edith,  and  Wellington.  These  last  were  probably  infected 
from  hop-pickers.  In  November,  an  imported  case  was  notified 
from  Credenhill,  and  in  the  same  month  a female  inmate  of  the 
Asylum  at  Burghill  was  attacked  with  the  disease.  During  the 
second  week  in  December  two  of  the  Asylum  attendants  were 
affected,  and  in  the  last  week  in  December  four  other  attendants 
and  a second  patient  took  the  disease.  None  of  the  cases  were 
removed  to  an  isolation  hospital.  1 here  were  no  deaths.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  the  Hereford  rural  district  u’as  free  from  scarlet 
fever,  with  the  exception  of  the  seven  cases  in  the  County 
Asylum. 

Whooping  Cough.— At  the  end  of  1900  whooping  cough  was 
prevalent  in  the  parishes  of  Much  Birch  and  Clehonger,  The 
Much  Birch  schools  were  reopened  on  January  7th,  1901,  after 
being  closed  since  October  24th,  1900,  and  the  Clehonger  schools 
were  reopened  on  January  21st,  1901,  after  closure  from  December 
12th,  1900.  The  disease  was  very  prevalent  during  the  lirst  three 
quarters  of  the  year,  and  affected  Marden  in  January,  Withington, 
Pipe,  and  Holmer  in  February,  Burghill,  Weston  Beggard,  Mordi- 
ford,  Foumhope,  and  Callow  in  April,  Dewchurch  in  May,  and 
Fownhope  again  in  September.  I he  schools  at  Marden,  Pipe, 
and  Withington  were  closed  owing  to  these  outbreaks.  The  five 
deaths  u'ere  in  the  parishes  of  Holmer,  Burghill,  Weston  Beggard, 
Dewchurch,  and  Fownhope. 

Diphtheria. — Two  non-fatal  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified 
durin<r  the  vear,  one  in  July  from  Preston  Wynne,  and  the  other 
in  November  from  Fownhope.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  are 
no  cases  in  the  district. 

Typhoid  Fever. — Early  in  December,  1901,  a non-fatal  case 
of  typhoid  fever  was  notified  from  the  parish  of  Burghill.  This  is 
the  first  case  of  the  disease  which  has  occurred  in  the  district 
since  August,  1899. 
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DlARRHCEA. — There  were  five  deaths  registered  as  due  to 
diarrhoea,  one  in  January  in  Burghill,  two  in  March  in  Little 
Birch  and  Much  Birch,  one  in  October  in  Bartestree,  and  ore  in 
November  in  Lugwardine. 


INFLUENZA. — There  were  no  deaths  from  influenza  during  1901. 

Puerperal  Fever. — There  were  no  cases  of  puerperal  fever 
during  the  year.  The  last  case  occurred  in  Burghill  in  July,  1899. 

ERYSIPELAS.  — Three  non-fatal  cases  of  erysipelas  were 
reported,  one  in  July  from  Sutton,  one  in  November  from  Brein- 
ton,  and  the  third  in  December  from  Kenchester. 

Phthisis. 

Average  of 
10  years, 
1901.  1891-1900. 

Death-rate  per  1 ,000  ...  ...  ...  U05  ...  roa 

The  deaths  from  consumption  occurred  among  residents  in  the 
following  9 parishes,  namely : — Bartestree,  Dinedor,  Fownhope 
(3),  Holmer,  Lugwardine,  Little  Dewchurch,  Much  Dewchurch 
(2),  Marden,  Withington  (2).  There  was  also  one  death  in  the 
workhouse  of  a resident  in  the  Hereford  rural  district,  and  there 
were  three  deaths  in  the  county  asylum  of  persons  resident 
outside  the  district.  It  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  have  this 
disease  notifiable.  Some  general  observations  upon  this  disease 
will  be  found  on  p.  17. 

Cancer. 

Average  of 
three  years, 
1901.  1898-1900. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  113  ...  78 

The  deaths  from  cancer  occurred  in  patients  from  the  following 
parishes  : — Allensmore,  Bullingham  (2),  Kenchester,  Lugwardine, 
Marden,  Mordiford,  Withington  (4),  Much  Birch,  Dinedor, 
Stretton  Sugwas,  and  Wellington. 


Table  B. 

HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 
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Table  C. 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

There  is  no  accommodation  for  isolating  cases  of  infectious 
disease  in  the  Hereford  rural  district,  with  the  exception  of  a 
corrugated  iron  building  with  four  beds  in  the  Workhouse  grounds 
for  the  inmates  of  that  institution. 

In  the  year  1894  an  attempt  was  made  to  combine  with  other 
districts  for  hospital  purposes,  and  the  Ross  and  Weobley 
authorities  considered  such  a combination  with  favour.  It  is 
unnecessary  to  recount  the  detailed  steps  taken,  for  they  unfor- 
tunately ended  in  the  following  resolution  : — - 

“ That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Council,  it  is  not  desirable  to  be 
“ united  with  the  Ross  Union  under  the  Isolation  Hospitals  Act, 
“ 1893,  and  it  is  also  of  opinion  there  is  no  necessity  for  the 
“establishment  of  an  isolation  hospital  for  Hereford  rural 
“ district.” 

The  question  was  again  discussed  in  the  year  1900,  and  on 
August  iSth  of  that  year  a committee  was  appointed  to  draw  up  a 
scheme  for  providing  accommodation  for  infectious  disease.  This 
committee  has  met  several  times  during  the  past  year,  and  on 
November  9th,  1901,  submitted  to  the  Council  a scheme  providing 
that  in  each  of  the  registration  sub-districts,  Dewchurch,  Fown- 
hope,  and  Burghill,  the  Council  should  rent  a cottage  containing 
at  least  three  bedrooms,  and  should  engage  a nurse,  whose  duty  it 
should  be  to  take  charge  of  any  cases  of  infectious  disease  sent  to 
the  cottage  to  be  nursed.  When  no  infectious  cases  called  for  the 
assistance  of  the  nurses,  the  Board  of  Guardians  should  be  asked 
to  engage  them  as  district  nurses  in  their  respective  districts, 
merely  paying  them  their  salaries  during  the  time  they  were  so 
employed,  the  District  Council  defraying  the  rent  of  the  cottages 
the  whole  of  the  year  and  paying  the  salaries  when  infectious 
diseases  were  being  nursed.  In  the  event  of  the  Board  of  Guar- 
dians requiring  extra  nurses  at  the  Workhouse  Infirmary  or  at  the 
Workhouse  Isolation  Hospital  one  or  other  of  the  nurses  would  be 
available. 

This  proposal  was  considered  by  the  Council  on  Dec.  7th,  1901, 
when  the  following  resolution  was  passed  : — • 

“ The  Council  feel  very  strongly  that  some  means  of  isolation 
should  be  available  in  cases  of  necessity,  and  they  therefore  agree 
to  recommend  the  Committee  to  consider  whether  some  means  can 
be  so  established  either  by  the  District  Council  or  through  the 
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instrumentality  of  the  County  Council  under  sec.  4 and  6 of  the 
Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  1893,  and  that  the  subject  be  referred 
back  to  the  Committee  to  report  thereon.” 

For  further  observations  on  this  subject  see  p.  15. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

On  December  13th,  1879,  a resolution  was  passed  by  the  Here- 
ford Rural  Sanitary  Authority  defining  “ a reasonable  distance  ” 
as  500  yards  in  the  case  of  existing  and  200  yards  in  the  case  of 
newly-built  houses  within  which  water  should  be  provided. 

There  are  combined  systems  of  water  supply  in  the  parish  of 
Fownhope  where  water  is  piped  from  the  Highland  well  to  several 
houses,  and  in  the  parish  of  Stoke  Edith  where  about  30  houses 
are  supplied  with  water  conveyed  in  pipes  from  a spring  in  the 
Vicarage  grounds.  Elsewhere  deep  or  shallow  wells  provided 
with  pumps  or  windlasses  and  springs  are  most  generally  in  use. 
In  a large  number  of  instances  water  has  to  be  carried  from 
neighbouring  houses,  or  from  roadside  and  field  springs,  Little 
Dewchurch  and  Dinedor  are  not  well  supplied  with  water. 

I examined  samples  of  water  from  Allensmore  and  Marden.  In 
neither  case  was  there  evidence  of  permanent  pollution. 

More  extended  observations  on  water  supplies  will  be  found  on 
page  20. 

DRAINAGE  AND  EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

At  Fownhope  there  is  a drain  in  the  main  road  receiving  the 
drainage  from  18  houses  and  the  schools.  In  no  other  part  of  the 
rural  district  is  there  any  combined  drainage.  The  slopwatcr 
from  many  houses  is  discharged  into  roadside  ditches. 

Large  residential  houses  are  provided  with  water  closets,  and 
the  drainage  discharges  into  cesspools  or  on  to  land,  occa- 
sionally into  watercourses.  The  farm  houses  and  cottages  usually 
have  privy  closets.  In  only  a few  instances  are  there  pail  or  earth 
closets. 

For  some  further  observations  on  this  subject  sec  p.  22. 
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HOUSING. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  the  last  census 
was  4'6.  Two  houses  were  certified  by  me  as  uninhabitable  at 
Fownhope  under  Sec.  30  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes 
Act,  1890.  The  matter  was  referred  to  the  Fownhope  Parish 
Council,  and  no  further  action  has  been  taken. 

The  general  remarks  upon  p.  27  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
houses  and  of  the  defects  usually  found  apply  to  the  Hereford 
Rural  District. 

PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1S90,  and  the  Infec- 
tious Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  were  adopted  by  the 
District  Council  in  June,  1891,  but  the  Council  does  not  possess 
any  of  the  urban  powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

The  Council  has  not  made  any  Bye-laws  with  respect  to 

Private  scavenging, 

Houses  let  in  lodgings, 

Hop  and  fruit  pickers, 

Tents  and  vans, 

Mortuaries  and  cemeteries. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Regulations  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops 
Order,  1885,  were  made  by  the  Hereford  Rural  Sanitary 
Authority  on  April  27th,  1889,  and  were  approved  by  the  L.G.B* 
in  September,  1889.  They  do  not  appear  to  have  been  printed 
or  circulated.  No  public  notice  was  given  during  the  year  of  the 
necessity  for  registration. 

The  number  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  38. 
SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  three  slaughter-houses  in  the  district,  situated  in  the 
parishes  of  Credenhill,  Fownhope,  and  Lugwardine. 

There  are  no  bye-laws  in  force  with  regard  to  slaughter- 
houses. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  are  no  common  lodging-houses  in  the  Hereford  Rural 
District.  No  bye-laws  have  been  made  with  respect  to  these 
houses  by  the  Council. 
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SCHOOLS. 

There  are  28  public  elementary  schools  in  27  parishes,  having  an 
aggregate  accommodation  for  nearly  3,000  children.  Five  of  the 
schools  are  managed  by  School  Boards.  The  buildings  are  as  a 
rule  well  cared  for.  In  the  planning  of  the  schoolrooms  hardly 
any  attention  appears  to  have  been  given  to  the  position  of  the 
windows.  Most  of  the  schools  I have  visited  were  clean  and  well 
ventilated.  The  playgrounds  are  ample.  In  many  schools  the 
lavatory  accommodation  might  be  improved,  and  the  sanitary 
conveniences  in  some  are  very  objectionable.  Noticeable  excep- 
tions are  at  Withington  and  at  Stretton  Sugwas,  where  earth 
closets  are  used,  and  answer  admirably. 

CLOSING  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  following  schools  were  closed  during  the  periods  indicated 
and  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  diseases  named : — 

Much  Birch,  October  24th,  1900,  to  January  7th,  1901, 
Whooping  Cough. 

Clehonger,  December  12th,  1900,  to  January  2ist,  1901, 

Whooping  Cough. 

Marden,  January  25th  to  February  15th,  Whooping  Cough. 

,,  Februarv  15th  to  April  15th,  Measles. 

Sutton,  January  14th  to  February  9th,  Measles. 

Pipe-cum-Lyde,  February  5th  to  March  15th,  Measles. 

Burghill,  March  15th  to  April  15th,  Measles. 

Holme  Lacy,  February  27th  to  April  1st,  Measles. 

Wellington,  May  3rd  to  June  14th,  Measles. 

Withington,  March  4th  to  April  1st,  Whooping  Cough. 

Some  general  observations  as  to  the  closing  of  schools  will  be 
found  on  p.  30. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Mr  F.  Fowles  was  appointed  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  the  year 
1875.  He  is  re-appointed  yearly,  and  receives  a salary  of  £100 
per  annum,  one-half  ol  which  is  paid  by  the  County  C ouncil. 
He  pays  out  of  his  salary  all  incidental  and  travelling  expenses 
(including  the  cost  of  a horse),  except  stamps,  stationery,  and  his 
carriage  license.  He  holds  no  other  appointment, 
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COST  OF  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  total  cost  to  the  Hereford  Rural  District  Council  of  the 
sanitary  administration  of  the  district  during  iqoi  was  £151,  a 
sum  equal  to  a little  more  than  one-third  of  a penny  in  the 
pound  upon  the  assessable  value  of  the  district.  Included  in 
these  expenses  are  the  salaries  of  the  Medical  Officer  and 
Inspector,  stationery,  stamps,  disinfecting,  notification  fees  and 
death  returns. 


HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Cases  inquired  into 

Patients  removed  to  hospital 

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  disinfected  ... 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure 

Schools  disinfected 

HOUSES. 

Erected 

Made  fit  for  habitation 
Closed  as  unfit  for  habitation 
Cleansed  and  whitewashed 
Overcrowding  abated 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Wells  sunk... 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired 
Wells  closed 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Laid  or  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated 
Defective  waste-pipes  rectified... 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified 
Dumb  wells  rectified  
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1 2 
8 
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...  27 
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...  8 
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o 
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...  7 

2? 

...  o 

...  o 

...  o 


WATER  CLOSETS. 

Additional  provided  ...  ...  ...  o 

Repaired,  ventilated,  or  provided  with  cisterns  ...  o 
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PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

New  privies  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Converted  into  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

SCAVENGING. 

Privies  and  ashpits  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  122 

Removals  of  offensive  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

On  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

On  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Contraventions  of  D.C.  and  M.  Order...  ...  ...  o 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Seizures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

FREDERICK  FOWLES, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 

Kingsthorne,  Hereford. 


January  15th,  1902. 


Table  I.  (Local  Government  Board.) 
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1891  . 

13838 

412 

29-7 

47 

114 

306 

22-1 

35 

31 

25 

300 

21*6 

1892  . . 

13779 

119 

30-4 

54 

129 

307 

')')•') 

33 

31 

14 

290 

2U0 

1893  .. 

13721 

420 

30.6 

49 

117 

281 

20-4 

19 

18 

19 

282 

20-5 

1891  .. 

13C63 

342 

25'0 

45 

131 

251 

18-3 

22 

20 

17 

248 

18-3 

1895  . . 

1 3605 

343 

25-3 

24 

69 

222 

16-3 

17 

16 

20 

226 

17-7 

1896  . . 

13547 

326 

24-0 

28 

86 

2i  1 

1.V5 

23 

20 

15 

206 

15-2 

1897  .. 

13489 

3 IS 

23-5 

16 

114 

219 

16*2 

22 

18 

23 

224 

16-6 

1898  . . 

13431 

31 1 

23  T 

19 

157 

218 

16 ’2 

28 

28 

16 

206 

15*3 

1899  . . 

1 3373 

300 

22-4 

33 

1 10 

241 

18-0 

34 

32 

28 

237 

17*7 

1900  . . 

13315 

271 

20-3 

32 

118 

225 

16*8 

32 

30 

13 

208 

15*0 

Averages 

for  years 
1811-1900 

13576 

316 

25-4 

41 

118 

248 

18*2 

27 

24 

19 

243 

17-9 

1901  . . 

13257 

295 

22  2 

33 

112 

204 

15*3 

36 

36 

22 

190 

14  3 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1.090  of  estimated  population. 

Note.— The  deaths  included  in  Column  7 of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those 
registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The 
deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the 
substraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in 
Column  11. 

By  the  term  “Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on 
account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  thero  ; and  by  the 
term  “ Residents”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on 
account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

+ The  “ Public  Institutions”  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables 
are  the  County  Asylum  within  the  district  (Cols.  9 and  10),  and  the  Workhouse  and 
Hereford  Hospital  beyond  the  district  (Col.  11). 


Total  population  at  all  ages 13,271  A § . 

Area  of  District  in  acres  ) I no 

(exclusive  of  area  } G3, 037  Number  of  inhabited  houses  2, 877  j-A  2 

covered  by  water).  ) | 


Average  number  of  persons  per  house  ...4*6  J <5  ° 


Table  II.  (Local  Government  Board). 
HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Registration  Sub-districts 

IN  1901  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 
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d. 
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b. 
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1891  

4518 

96 

85 

13 

4220 

140 

86 

10 

5100 

176 

129 

24 

1892  

4485 

95 

63 

14 

4206 

135 

96 

11 

5088 

189 

131 

29 

1893  

4452 

104 

69 

8 

4192 

131 

97 

15 

5077 

185 

115 

26 

1894  

4119 

93 

66 

11 

4178 

123 

85 

12 

5066 

121 

97 

22 

1895  

43S6 

91 

74 

II 

4161 

120 

7 1 

5 

5055 

132 

09 

8 

1898  

4354 

1 04 

67 

6 

4151 

111 

70 

7 

5012 

111 

6S 

15 

1897  

4322 

107 

61 

15 

4133 

89 

78 

17 

5029 

122 

85 

14 

1898  

4290 

104 

82 

23 

4125 

99 

70 

11 

5016 

108 

53 

15 

1S9D  

4258 

100 

63 

6 

4112 

97 

74 

14 

5003 

103 

95 

13 

1900  

4226 

S3 

55 

9 

4099 

85 

80 

12 

4990 

103 

73 

11 

Averages  0 
of  Years  I 
1891  to  ( 

4371 

98 

70 

12 

4158 

113 

81 

11 

5047 

135 

91 

18 

1900.  J 

1901  

4194 

108 

55 

13 

4086 

89 

76 

11 

4977 

98 

59 

8 

Notes. — (a)  The  separate  localities  adopted  for  this  tablo  are  the 
registration  sub-districts. 

0)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  be- 
yond the  district  are  included  in  sub-columns  c of  this 
table,  and  thoso  of  non-residents  registered  in  public 
institutions  in  the  district  excluded. 

(<■)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions, 
whether  within  or  without  the  district,  are  allotted  to 
the  respective  localities  according  to  the  addresses  of 
the  deceased. 

(rf)  The  gross  totals  of  the  several  columns  in  this  Table 
respectively  eijual  tho  corresponding  totals  lor  tho 
whole  districts  in  Tables  1.  and  IV.  : thus,  tho  totals 
of  sub-columns  a,  h , and  c agree  with  the  ligures  for  tho 
year  in  the  columns  2,  3,  and  12,  respectively,  of 
Table  I.  : the  gross  total  of  tho  sub-column  c agrees 
with  tho  total  of  column  2 in  Table  IV.,  and  tho  gross 
total  of  sub-column  d with  the  total  of  column  3 in 
Tablo  IV. 
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There  is  no  isolation  accommodation  available. 


HEREFORD  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
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LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water) 

1891. 

1901. 

54.910 

Population  (census) 

8,384 

7.911 

Inhabited  Houses  ... 

LS75 

CO 

Co 

Persons  per  House... 

4'5 

4'2 

Rateable  Value 

— 

£77.765 

No.  of  Parishes 

— 

26 

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1,000  ... 

i6'5 

136 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER. 

The  rural  district  of  Leominster  is  situated  in  the  north-east 
corner  of  the  county,  and  does  not  quite  surround  the  urban 
district  of  Leominster.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  county 
of  Salop,  on  the  east  by  the  county  of  Worcester  and  the  Brom- 
yard rural  district,  on  the  south  by  the  Hereford  rural  district,  and 
on  the  west  by  the  Weobley  and  Wigmore  rural  districts.  The 
district  is  for  the  most  part  flat,  with  rising  ground  on  the  western 
and  southern  boundaries. 

Leominster  railway  station  (in  the  Leominster  urban  district)  is 
224ft.  above  sea  level,  and  Bodenham  is  200ft.  A range  of  hills 
on  the  west  rises  to  943ft.,  and  in  the  centre  of  the  district  a range 
of  hills  runs  from  north  to  south  rising  to  500ft.  at  Middleton  hill. 
Dinmore  hill  in  the  south  is  943ft.  above  sea  level.  The  river 
Lugg  enters  the  district  about  the  centre  of  the  western  boundary, 
it  flows  in  an  easterly  direction  through  the  borough  of  Leominster, 
again  enters  the  rural  district,  and  flows  in  a winding  bed  due 
south.  The  river  Tame  flows  through  the  northern  portion  of  the 
district  from  west  to  east,  and  the  river  Arrow  flows  from  west  to 
east  through  a part  of  the  western  portion. 


Geologically  the  district  is  Old  Red  Sandstone  with  alluvial 
deposit  in  the  low-lying  portions  following  the  courses  of  the 
rivers. 

In  the  parishes  of  Laysters  and  Luston  limestone  crops  up. 

A clay  subsoil  is  found  over  the  greater  portion  of  the  district, 

aid  a subsoil  of  gravel  in  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Bodenham, 
Docklow,  Eye,  Ford,  Kingsland,  and  Yarpole. 

There  are  within  the  district  26  parishes,  all  of  which  are  in 
the  Leominster  registration  district,  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  and 
in  the  Leominster  Poor-law  Union,  but  the  rural  district  is  not  co- 
terminous either  with  the  registration  district  or  with  the  Poor-law 
Union.  The  population  in  these  parishes  at  the  Census  of  1901 
varied  from  10  in  Newhampton,  to  975  in  Kingsland.  There  are 
collections  of  houses  into  villages  at  Kingsland,  Bodenham,  Hope- 
under-Dinmore,  Stoke  Prior,  Brimfield,  Orleton,  Yarpole,  Kim- 
bolton,  and  Luston. 

There  are  42  miles  of  county  main  roads  and  156  miles  of 
district  roads  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District. 


INDUSTRIES. 


The  industries  are  entirely  of  an  agricultural  nature,  hops  and 
fruit  being  largely  grown,  and  there  is  extensive  breeding  0 f 
Herefordshire  cattle. 

RECENT  ALTERATIONS  IN  AREA. 

The  parishes  of  Brimfield  and  Little  Hereford  were  transferred 
to  the  Leominster  rural  district  from  the  Tenbury  rural  district  on 
January  1st,  1895.  (L.G.B.  Order,  15th  November,  1894.) 

The  parish  of  Richards  Castle  was  transferred  to  the  Leominster 
rural  district  from  the  Wigmore  rural  district  on  September  29th, 
1896.  (L.G.B.  Order,  21st  September,  1896.) 

The  parishes  of  Aymestrey  and  Shobdon  were  transferred  to 
the  Wigmore  rural  district  from  the  Leominster  rural  district  on 
June  12th,  1895.  (L.G.B.  Order,  12th  June,  1895.) 


POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  rural  sanitary  district  at  the  census  of 
1891  was  8,121,  and  of  the  rural  district  as  it  is  now  constituted 
t;ie  population  was  8,384.  The  alterations  in  area  indicated 
above  account  for  the  difference.  The  estimated  population  at  the 
middle  of  1901,  and  upon  which  the  figures  in  this  report  are 
based,  was  7,6^6.  The  estimates  in  the  populations  in  the  years 
1891  — 1900,  given  in  column  2 of  Table  I.  on  p.  129,  have  been 
carefully  calculated. 


BIRTHS. 

No.  193.  Birth-rate  per  1,000,  24'4- 

There  were  193  births  registered  in  the  Leominster  Rural 
District  during  1901,  of  which  93  were  boys  and  100  girls,  equal  to 
a birth-rate  per  1,000  of  24  4.  This  rate  is  -2  per  1,000  above  that 
recorded  in  1900,  and  is  'i  per  1,000  below  the  average  rate  of  the 
previous  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  in  rural  England  during  1901 
was  27  2 per  1.000. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  birth-rates  were 


1901. 

Average  of 
10  years, 
1891-1900. 

Leominster 

23-4 

23-9 

Bodenham 

22'  9 

246 

Kingsland 

257 

253 

Tenbury 

22-5 

209 

DEATHS. 

No.  108.  Rate  per  1,000,  i3'6. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Leominster  Rural 
District  during  1901  was  97,  of  which  56  were  males  and  41 
females.  There  died  in  the  Leominster  Workhouse  eight 
persons,  in  the  County  Asylum  one  person,  and  in  the  Leominster 
Cottage  Hospital  three  persons  who  were  residents  within  the 
Leominster  rural  district.  After  making  the  necessary  adjust- 
ments, the  number  of  deaths  among  residents  in  the  Leominster 
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Rural  District  was  10S  (62  males  and  46  females),  equal  to  a 
death-rate  per  1,000  of  13  6.  This  rate  is  5 4 per  1,000  below 
that  recorded  in  igoo,  and  is  2-i  per  1,000  below  the  average 
death-rate  in  the  previous  10  years.  (See  Table  1,  p 129.) 
The  death-rate  in  rural  England  in  1901  was  15-7  per  1,000. 

Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  following  six  parishes,  having 
a total  population  of  294  persons,  no  deaths  occurred  during 
1901  : — Newhampton,  Ford,  Hampton  Wafer,  Newton,  Croft,  and 
Eyton. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  death-rates  were 


Average  of 

10  years. 

1901, 

1891-1900. 

Leominster 

l6’2 

r5'4 

Bodenham 

...  15-0 

H'6 

Kingsland 

...  13-0 

18-5 

Tenbury 

107 

— 

Ludlow  ... 

...  4-0 

— 

I do  not  think  any  good  purpose 

would  be  served 

by  recording 

the  death-rate  for  each  parish  during  a single  vear,  figures 
covering  so  short  a period  and  for  small  populations  would  only 
be  misleading. 

o 


In  the  following  6 parishes,  each  of  which  has  a population  of 
more  than  400  persons,  the  death-rates  per  1,000  during  1901 
were  as  follows  : — 

Brimfield  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  g-c 


Bodenham 
Kim  bol  ton 
Orleton... 
Kingsland 
Hope 
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i3'9 

i6'5 

iS-6 

27-9 
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Table  A. 


The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  death  in  various  groups 
for  the  Leominster  Rural  District,  the  registration  sub-districts, 
and  the  six  largest  parishes. 


All 

Ayes. 

Under 
l year. 

1 to  5 
years 

5 to 
] 3 

years 

15 

to  !5 
yea  rs: 

25 

to  45 
years 

■15 

to  65 
years 

65 

to  75 
years 

75 

to  85 
years 

Over 
«v  .3 

years 

Leominster  R. ) 

ioS 

District  1 

J4 

2 

- 

9 

J 

10 

18 

32 

24 

9 

J 

Sub-Districts 

Leominster 

24 

3 

0 

0 

1 

1 

4 

7 

7 

1 

Bodenham  

34 

6 

6 

1 

1 

5 

5 

7 

8 

0 

Kingsland  

39 

5 

1 

1 

1 

2 

8 

1 1 

8 

2 

fenburv 

10 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

6 

1 

0 

Ludlow  

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

Parishes  : 

Bodenham  

8 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

9 

2 

0 

Brimfield  

5 

0 

O 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1 

0 

Hope  

*4 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

9 

5 

~> 

0 

Kimbolton 

8 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

Kingsland  

ll 

2 

1 

1 

0 

i 

0 

J 

9 

s 

5 

1 

Orleton  

9 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

0 

I IQ 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 


5 2 per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Ol  the  total  deaths  registered  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District 
in  1901  there  were  89  certified  by  registered  medical  practi- 
tioners, 3 by  the  Coroner,  and  5 were  uncertified.  Given  as 
percentages  of  the  total  deaths  917  per  cent,  were  certified 
by  medical  practitioners,  3'i  per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  5 2 
per  cent,  were  uncertified. 

The  cause  of  death  entered  by  the  Registrars  in  the  case 
of  the  uncertified  deaths  was 

Convulsions. 

Failure  of  heart’s  action. 

Premature  birth  3. 

ILLEGITIMACY. 

Births.  During  1901  there  were  registered  in  the  Leominster 

Rural  District  ib  illegitimate  births,  crjual  to  8'2  per  cent,  of  the 

total  births,  or  to  2 per  1000  of  the  population  living.  In  the 

Leominster  sub-district  8'8  per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illeMti- 
. & 

mate,  in  the  Bodenham  13-4  per  cent.,  in  the  Kingsland  5-1 
per  cent.,  in  the  Tenbury  47  per  cent.,  and  in  the  Ludlow  n 
per  cent.  I here  are  certain  iallacies  connected  with  this 
method  of  stating  the  amount  of  illegitimacy  which  will  be  found 
mentioned  on  p.  1 1 . 

Deaths— There  were  2 deaths  in  the  Leominster  Rural 
District  during  igoi  among  illegitimate  children  under  12  months 
old,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  125  per  1,000  illegiti- 
mate births,  compared  with  67  per  1,000  in  the  case  of  legitimate 
births  and  deaths. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Average  of 
10  years. 
IQ01-  1891-1900. 

Leominster  Rural  District 72  92 

Rural  England  ...  1^8  

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  usually  measured  by  stating 
the  number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within 
a certain  period  in  proportion  to  1,000  births  during  the  same 
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period,  in  the  Leominster  Rural  District  during  1901  there 
were  born  193  children,  and  14  children  died  under  12  months 
old.  1 he  infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  72  per  1,000 
births.  1 his  number  is  below  the  average  (92)  for  the  previous 
10  years. 


In  tUe  registration 

sub-districts  the  infantile 

mortality  rate 

was 

Average  of 

10  years. 

1901. 

0 

0 

O'. 

00 

Leominster 

...  60 

108 

Bodenham 

1 15 

...  67 

Kingsland 

...  64 

1 16 

Tenbury  ... 

— 

100 

Ludlow 

— 

— 

The  14  children 

under  12  months  old  who 

died  in  the 

Leominster  Rural  District  during  1901  were  registered  as  having 
died  from  the  following  causes  : — Whooping  cough  (3),  enteritis, 
bronchitis,  premature  birth  (2),  influenza,  suffocation,  atelectasis 
(4),  and  convulsions. 


ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES. 


Average  of 

10  years. 

IQOI. 

1891-1900. 

Death-rate  per  1000  ... 

°’37 

062 

,,  ,,  Rural  England  ... 

r55 

The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 
in  the  expression  “ principal  zymotic  diseases." 


No.  of  deaths. 

Small-pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Measles  ...  ...  • ...  o 

Scarlet  Fever  . ...  ...  . ..  o 

Whooping  Cough  . . ...  ...  3 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Typhoid  Fever  . . ...  ...  o 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 


Small-pox  was  not  present  in  any  part  of  the  district  during 
1901 . 

MEASLES  was  prevalent  in  Orleton  and  Ashton  during  April, 
Stoke  Prior  during  May  and  June,  Hatfield  during  August, 
and  Middleton  during  September.  The  schools  were  closed  in 
Stoke  Prior  and  Hatfield.  No  deaths  occurred. 
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SCARLET  Fever  was  entirely  absent  trom  the  Rural  District 
during  iqoi. 

Whooping  Cough— During  the  first  quarter  of  the  year 
Whooping  Cough  was  prevalent  at  Lugg  Green,  Mortimer’s  Cross, 
Dinmore,  and  Humber.  In  the  last  named  parish  the  schools  were 
closed  in  March  and  April.  Three  fatal  cases  occurred  in  Dinmore 
in  March  and  April,  all  the  patients  being  under  12  months  old. 

Diphtheria. — There  were  no  deaths  from  Diphtheria  during 
1901.  (One  took  place  on  January  1st,  1902.)  hour  persons  only 
were  attacked,  and  in  widely  separated  districts. 

Typhoid  Fever  was  not  present  in  the  Rural  District  during 


1901. 

DlARRHCEA. — No  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  diarrhoea,  and 
as  far  as  I am  aware  the  disease  was  not  prevalent  in  any  part  of 
the  Rural  District. 

INFLUENZA — There  were  ten  deaths  registered  as  due  to 
Influenza,  four  occurring  in  the  Workhouse,  three  in  Dinmore 
parish,  and  one  each  in  Kingsland,  Orleton,  and  Little  Hereford. 

Puerperal  Fever. — No  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  notified 
during  1901. 

Erysipelas. — Six  non-fatal  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  reported, 
two  at  Lugg  Green,  and  one  in  each  of  the  parishes  of  Kingsland, 
Little  Hereford,  Dinmore  and  Bodenham. 

Phthisis. 

Average  of 
10  years, 
1901.  1891-1900. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  012  ...  0 65 

There  was  only  one  death  from  consumption,  at  Orleton,  during 
the  year — a male,  age  22  years. 

It  would  be  a great  advantage  to  have  this  disease  notifiable, 

Some  observations  upon  this  disease  will  be  found  on  p.  17. 

Cancer. 

Average  of 
three  years, 
1901.  1898-1900. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  iTq  ...  U24 

The  number  of  deaths  due  to  cancer  is  high,  no  fewer  than  13 
having  been  reported  (five  males  and  eight  females).  They 
occurred  in  the  following  parishes  : Dinmore  (4),  Laysters  (2), 
Bodenham  (2),  Kingsland,  Luston,  Little  Hereford,  Orleton,  and 
Richards  Castle. 
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Table  B. 

LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Name  of  Disease. 

1801  1892  1803 

1804  1895 

1890  1897 

1898  1899  1900 

Total 

1«91 

1000 

1901 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  ... 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

Scarlet  Fever  

1 

2 

4 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

10 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

0 

4 

0 

1 

3 

1 

2 

1 

12 

3 

Diphtheria  and 

M embranous  Croup  . . . 

0 

0 

6 

6 

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

1 

1G 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

i 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Influenza... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

13 

(5 

6 

20 

45 

10 

Diarrhoea  

0 

1 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

G 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

•) 

4 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Phthisis  ... 

9 

3 

5 

1 

8 

8 

1 

G 

•) 

3 

52 

1 

Cancer  

10 

16 

10 

Id 

14 

11 

10 

15 

17 

i 
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13 

Bronchitis.  Pneumonia. 
Pleurisy,  kc. 

13 

27 

22 

24 

17 

11 

14 

8 

9 

IG 

191 

18 

Heart  Diseases 

15 

IS 

10 

18 

23 

22 

14 

IS 

14 

21 

1S2 

13 

Accidents 

0 

3 

4 

8 

6 

3 

4 

4 

3 

3 

40 

3 
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Table  C. 

LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Year. 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

.5  _c 

p.  tc 

OP 
_c  O 

Diphtheria 

Typhus 

Tever 

Typhoid 

Fever 

a 

b 

u> 

a 

Q 

Total. 

187'J. . ■ ■ 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

0 

5 

10 

1876.. .. 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

1877.... 

0 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

i 

5 

1878.... 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

5 

8 

1879.... 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

5 

1880.... 

0 

2 

6 

1 

2 

0 

0 

4 

15 

1881.... 

0 

0 

4 

0 

i 

0 

0 

0 

5 

1882... 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

3 

18S3  . . 

0 

0 

3 

5 

2 

0 

0 

2 

12 

1884.... 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

5 

1 SS5 .... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

8 

1886.... 

0 

2 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1887.... 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

1 

5 

1888.. .. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

1889.... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

1890.... 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

3 

6 

1891  ... 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1892  . . . . 

0 

0 

9 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

1893. . . . 

0 

1 

4 

0 

5 

0 

1 

2 

13 

1894. . . 

0 

0 

0 

4 

4 

0 

0 

0 

8 

189.3. . . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

1896.... 

0 

2 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

1897-  ■ 

0 

0 

1 

3 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5 

1893. . . . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1899. . . 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

1900.... 

0 

0 

1 

i 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1901  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 

I here  is  no  means  of  isolating  cases  of  infectious  disease  within 
the  Leominster  Rural  District. 

At  a meeting  of  the  Council  held  on  Sept.  13th,  1901,  a circular 
letter  was  read  from  the  Local  Government  Board  explaining  the 
provisions  of  the  Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  1901.  The  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  asked  for  instructions  as  to  what  steps  he  should 
take  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  and  suggested 
that  a sub-committee  should  be  formed  to  consider  the  letter  from 
the  Board,  and  as  to  what  was  best  to  be  done  to  provide  isolation 
accommodation.  A Committee,  consisting  of  the  Chairman  (Mr. 
G.  F.  Colebatch),  Mr.  E.  Veld,  Mr.  R.  Woodhouse,  Mr.  L.  Evans 
and  Mr.  R.  W.  Hall,  was  appointed,  and  met  on  Sept.  27th.  The 
question  was  thoroughly  discussed,  but  no  decision  was  come  to, 
and  the  Chairman  was  authorised  to  call  the  members  together 
again  when  he  thought  it  necessary. 

Some  general  remarks  on  this  subject  will  be  found  on  p.  15. 

The  Bromyard  Joint  Hospital  is  described  on  p.  60. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

I have  not  been  able  to  find  any  resolution  defining  a “ reason- 
able distance  ” within  which  there  should  be  a supply  of  water  to 
houses. 

Taking  the  district  as  a whole  the  supply  is  obtained  from 
shallow  wells  on  the  premises  of  the  inhabitants.  An  exception 
is  in  the  parish  of  Hope,  where  pipes  have  been  laid  from  a hill- 
side spring  to  the  schools,  and  to  three  stand  pipes  accessible  by 
the  villagers. 

I examined  three  samples  of  water  from  Kingsland  (2)  and 
Orleton.  There  was  no  evidence  of  pollution  in  any  instance. 

Some  general  observations  on  water  supplies  will  be  found  on  p. 
20. 

DRAINAGE  AND  EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

At  Kingsland  there  is  a common  drain  into  which  the  slopwater 
drainage  from  28  houses  discharges.  For  the  greater  part  of  its 
course  this  drain  is  an  open  ditch  which  is  lined  for  about  80  yards 
with  half  pipes.  The  residential  houses  in  the  district  are 
provided  with  water  closets,  and  the  drainage  discharges  into 
cesspools  or  on  to  land  or  directly  into  a watercourse.  Nearly  all 
other  houses  and  cottages  have  privy  closets,  there  are  only  a very 
few  pail  or  earth  closets.  In  view  of  the  large  number  of  shallow 
wells  the  substitution  of  some  form  of  earth  closet  for  the  privies 
is  very  desirable.  (Sec  p.  22.) 
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HOUSING. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  the  last  census 
was  4’2,  and  of  the  2,065  houses  in  the  district  174,  or  8 per  cent- 
were  unoccupied.  No  houses  were  certified  by  me  as  unlit  loi 
human  habitation  during  1901. 

There  are  many  substantially  built  houses  in  the  district,  and 
the  defects  found  in  others  are  such  as  in  the  majority  of  cases 
can  be  easily  rectified. 

The  general  remarks  on  p,  27  apply  fully  to  the  Leominster 
Rural  District. 


PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  and  the  Infec- 
tious Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  have  not  been  adopted  by  the 
District  Council,  nor  does  the  Council  possess  any  of  the  urban 
powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

There  are  no  Bye-laws  in  force  with  respect  to 

Private  scavenging, 

Houses  let  in  lodgings, 

Hop  and  fruit  pickers, 

Tents  and  vans, 

Mortuaries  and  cemeteries. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

I cannot  ascertain  that  any  regulations  have  been  made  under 
the  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  1885.  No  public 
notice  was  given  during  1901  of  the  necessity  for  registration.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  there  were  8 Dairies  and  Cowsheds  on  the 
register,  situated  in  the  following  parishes : Kimbolton,  Kings- 
land,  and  Middleton-on-the-hill. 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  five  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  situated  in  the 
parishes  of  Bodenham,  Brimfield,  Kingsland  (2)  and  Orleton. 
There  are  no  bye-laws  in  force  with  respect  to  slaughter  houses. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Leominster  Rural 
District,  and  the  Council  has  not  adopted  any  bye-laws  with 
respect  to  this  class  of  house. 
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SCHOOLS. 

There  are  19  public  elementary  schools  in  18  parishes,  with  an 
aggregate  accommodation  for  nearly  2,000  children.  Only  one 
school  (Stoke  Prior)  is  managed  by  a School  Board.  Only  rarely 
have  I found  a school  otherwise  than  clean,  and  as  a rule  they  are 
warm  and  well  ventilated.  There  is  good  playground  accommoda- 
tion. In  the  planning  of  the  schools  little  or  no  attention  has  been 
paid  to  the  position  of  the  windows  in  relation  to  the  desks  of  the 
scholars.  The  lavatory  accommodation  at  some  schools  is  inade- 
quate, and  at  others  the  sanitary  arrangements  are  capable  oT 
being  improved.  Instances  of  well-devised  earth-closets  are  to 
be  found  at  Bodenham,  and  at  the  Hope  schools.  The  comfort 
and  well-being  of  the  children  would  be  very  much  increased  if 
some  such  form  of  closet  were  erected  in  all  the  schools  of  the 
district.  (See  p.  22.) 

SCHOOL  CLOSING. 

The  following  schools  were  closed  during  the  period  indicated, 
and  for  the  diseases  named  : — 

Humber,  March  1 8th  to  April  15th,  Whooping  Cough. 
Stoke  Prior,  May  24th  to  June  21st,  Measles. 

Hatfield,  August  1 6th  to  Sept.  29th,  ,, 

Some  general  observations  as  to  closing  of  schools  will  be  found 
on  p.  30. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Stephens  was  appointed  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  the 
year  1884,  and  has  been  re-appointed  since  at  three-yearly 
intervals.  He  receives  a salary  of  £70  per  annum,  one-half  of 
which  is  paid  from  the  county  funds.  He  pays  his  own  travelling 
expenses  (including  the  cost  of  a horse  and  bicycle)  and  incidental 
expenses,  except  stamps  and  stationery.  He  also  acts  as  Inspector 
under  the  Petroleum  Act,  1871. 

COST  OF  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  total  cost  to  the  Leominster  Rural  District  Council  of  the 
sanitary  administration  of  the  district  during  1901  was  £89,  a 
sum  equal  to  a little  more  than  one-third  ol  a penny  in  the 
pound  upon  the  assessable  value  of  the  district.  Included  in 
these  expenses  are  the  salaries  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Inspector,  stationery,  stamps,  disinfecting,  notifica- 
tion lees  and  death  returns. 
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LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


REPORT  OE  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Cases  inquired  into 

Patients  removed  to  hospital  ... 

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  disinfected 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure 

HOUSES. 

Erected 

Made  fit  for  habitation 
Closed  as  unfit  for  habitation 
Cleansed  and  whitewashed 
Overcrowding  abated 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Wells  sunk... 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired 
Wells  closed 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 

house  drains. 

Laid  or  relaid 

Cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated 
Defective  waste-pipes  rectified... 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified 
Dumb  wells  rectified 


9 

o 

3 

3 

o 


9 

o 

0 
0 

9 

1 

1 5 
o 

3 

27 

4 

o 

o 

o 


water  closets. 

Additional  provided  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Repaired,  ventilated,  or  provided  with  cisterns  ...  i 

PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

New  privies  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Converted  to  w.cs.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Converted  into  pail  closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

SCAVENGING. 

Privies  and  ashpits  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Removals  of  offensive  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

On  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

On  register  and  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Contraventions  of  D.C.  and  M.  Order...  ...  ...  o 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Seizures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

CLERICAL  WORK. 

Letters  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

Notices  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

J.  T.  STEPHENS, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 

Kingsland,  Leominster. 

January  10th,  1902. 
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Table  1.  (Local  Government  Board.) 

LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1901 
and  Previous  Years. 


Ioial  Deaths 

tlEUIS- 

Births. 

TER  ED 

IN  TIIE 

-O  c3 

District. 

£ 

Under  l 

year  of  age 

At  all  ages. 

• ~ CJ 

Year. 
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1.55 

19-1 

19 
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194 
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16 

82 
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82 

121 

15*1 

1894  . . 
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17 
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24.6 

15 
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25-0 
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24-6 

22 

115 
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Averages 
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'JO  THE 
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£ 

'A 

12 

*. 

d 

a 

1 o 

I O 

0 

0 

9 
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16*5 

0 

0 

6 

126 
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0 

0 

7 
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16-1 

0 

0 

n 
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16*4 

0 

0 

8 
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0 

0 

9 

126 

15  9 

0 

0 

10 
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0 
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0 
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8 

147 

19  0 

0 

0 

8*4 
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16  5 
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0 
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00 
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iH 

13  6 

* Rates  ia  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Note. —The  deaths  included  in  Column  7 of  this  table  are  the  whole  of  those 
registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The 
deaths  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  bv  the 
Colnniil  l'l°n  °f  ^ nuniber  ia  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  iu 

By  the  term  “Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on 
account  ot  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there;  and  by  the 
term  Residents  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on 
account  ot  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  inslitutions  elsewhere. 

+ kiv  i u lc  Institutions  ” taken  into  account  for  ihe  purposes  of  these  Tables 
are  the  Workhouse,  the  Leominster  Cottage  Hospital,  (be  County  Asylum,  and  the 
Hereford  Hospital  beyond  the  district  (Col.  11). 


Area  of  District  in  acres 
(exclusive  of  area 
covered  by  water). 


Total  population  at  all  ages 79111  2? 

| <r.  rH 

31,910  Number  of  inhabited  houses  1873  ] ^ 

Average  number  ol'  persons  per  house  4 2 J ^ ° 


Table  II.  (Local  Government  Board.) 
LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Registration  Sub-Districts  in  igoi 

PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


130 


Q 

2 

< 


H I 

u. 

£ < 

O ’ , 

^ r 

P £ : 

G p-  | 

O 

HI 

MUOX  l 

.Trjpun  sq  e9(j 

0 

•aaSu 

||1!  V1  sqica<j 

tH 

•pOJ9*J 

-FiSa.1  sq^Jig 

G> 

■a«a a qata  jo 
oippiiu  oj  pajt.’ui 
-ijso  iioijri  idoj 

5 Cl  Cl  C l j 

Cl 

a 

CO 

C'l 

H ? 

3 | 

* 1 

% ^ 
C - 

MU0A  l 

.i0pun  st|4U0(7 

ci  >— ■ cc  cc  ci  ■ — 1 

Cl 

0 

•satfu 

IP*  V?  sqnJOQ 

0,  1 

" 

0 

iH 

apdJ8) 

-siSoa  sq^airj- 

ci  cl  ^3  ci 

0 

C'l 

r-H 

(N 

•.HJ3.C  qOl>0  JO 
3|ppuu  OJ  pajL’Ut 
-jjsa  uoijrqndoj 

s' 

O »C  O »C  *—  I'- 

cy 

0 

CO 

CO 

Cl 

0 

5 P 

cc 

C H 
2 H. 

‘.l Ud A | 

.i9pun  sqp?0(y 

•v  j 

05 

IO 

* suij  u 

IJU  Siphon 

CT.  <C  l - p C C -t  C N CC 

Cl 

05 

CO 

■p  uaj 

-siSaa  sqj.ng 

v 

N’N  CC  CO  C X -C  CC  G *M 
C5  X C C C G l - X l - l - 

cc 

c- 

c- 

•.u:?A  qot.'a  jo 
ajppuu  oj  pa'jBtn 
-ijsa  uorjT! [ ndog 

s 

5 ?f  § §5  5=  § § J?  ? I ?i 

CO 

05 

00 

05 

CN 

MU0A  l 

japnn  sqjuaQ 

CO 

8 . 
■<  C-l 
£ 0 
« 
- EH 

0 a 

*S9jiU 

II1'  VI!  sqrt!G(j 

»o 

CO 

•pa.iaq 

-s|8a.i  sqj.ug 

c.  :c  c c 1 - c y:  zocc 

0 

CM 

iTj 

*.n?0.\  qouo  jo 
°IPP!ia  °J  pa^ui 
-i^sa  uorpqndcvj 

5 

si 

Cl  M Cl  Cl  Cl  C4  c'l  ci  Cl  Cl 

C/D 

oc 

CM 

CO 

CM 

Cl 

c£  P 
w “ 

H C4 
CO  £ 

Mi:OA  [ 

aapuu  siD-eeQ 

^ -t  G r- <r  ^ 1-cc 

CO 

CO 

■saSe 

1 IV!  jt!  sqjtran 

1 

I Cl  c!  Cl  Cl  CM  c5  w 2 Cl  Cl 

a 

1 ^ 

^ / 

p i 

h-3  P 

CO 

•pajai 

-siSoa  sqin;| 

H 

fi  ?i  5 c~  T-  M L -r  55 

1 00 

•jtia.C  qaua  jo 
|o|pprui  oj  pajmu 
-ijs.)  uoi  jiqndog 

« 

I C M X *t  x I .C  Cl  CD.  rp 

I \z  *c  ‘C  »c  ‘-C  «c  »*c  0 'C  -r 

CO 

I ‘■'~ 

iH 

p 

G “ 

co  H 
w 

< f 
2 0 

1—4 

i 

1891  .... 

1882  ... 

1893  ... 

1894  .... 
irsn.>  .... 

1896  .... 

1897  .... 

1898  .... 

1899  

1900  .... 

«*-4  O 

1 c 0 

1 0 s*  2 

“5o 

j L ^ * 

1 < - 

rH 

O 

05 

rH 

with  the  total  of  column  3 in  Table  IV. 


Table  III.  (Local  Government  Board.) 

LEOMINSTER  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  igoi. 


Notes. — The  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  should  be  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  IV. 

There  is  no  no  Isolation  Hospital. 
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LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water) 

1891. 

1 90 1 . 
...  49,748 

Population  (census) 

8,688 

9,068 

Inhabited  Houses  ... 

1,927 

2,004 

Persons  per  House... 

4’5 

45 

Rateable  Value 

— 

£75i°9S 

No.  of  Parishes 

— 

22 

Death-rate  all  causes  per  1,000  ... 

iQ'3 

i3'5 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER- 

The  rural  district  of  Ledbury  which  entirely  surrounds  the 
Ledbury  Urban  District,  is  situated  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
county,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Bromyard  Rural  Dis- 
trict, on  the  east  by  Worcestershire,  on  the  south  bv  the  Newent 
(Gloucestershire)  and  Ross  Rural  Districts,  and  on  the  west  by 
the  Hereford  Rural  District.  There  are  many  hills  in  the 
district.  The  Malvern  hills,  which  form  the  eastern  boundary* 
rise  to  a height  of  i,oooft.  within  the  district,  and  Eastncr 
hill  in  the  east  is  6ooft.  above  sea  level.  On  the  western 
side  Woolhope  is  530ft.,  West  hide  563ft,,  Marcle  hill  653ft.,  Sedge 
hill  886ft.,  and  Rradlow  hill  in  the  centre  of  the  district  is  500ft 
above  sea  level.  Col  wall  Church  is  329ft.,  Bosbury  22olt.,  and 
Donnington  125ft.  above  sea  level. 

The  river  Frome  flows  in  a westerly  direction  in  the  northern 
part  of  the  district,  and  in  the  central  part  the  river  Leadon  Hows 
in  a southerly  direction. 
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Geologically  the  district  is  chiefly  Old  Red  Sandstone,  except 
the  western  boundary  where  it  is  Silurian.  Limestone  crops  up  in 
Mathon  parish. 

There  is  a clay  subsoil  practically  over  the  entire  district.  In 
some  portions  of  the  parish  of  Little  Marclc  the  subsoil  is  gravel. 

There  are  within  the  district  22  parishes,  all  of  which  are  in 
the  Ledbury  registration  district,  in  the  county  of  Hereford,  and 
in  the  Ledbury  Poor-law  Union,  but  the  rural  district  is  not  co- 
terminous either  with  the  registration  district  or  with  the  Poor-law 
Union.  The  population  in  these  parishes  at  the  Census  of  1901 
varied  from  79  in  Avlton,  to  1892  in  Colwall.  There  are 
collections  of  houses  into  villages  at  Bosburv,  Colwall,  Eastnor, 
Mathon,  'Farrington,  and  Woolhope. 

There  are  49  miles  of  county  main  roads  and  no  miles  of 
district  roads  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District. 

INDUSTRIES. 

The  industries  are  almost  entirely  of  an  agricultural  nature, 
hops  and  fruit  being  largely  grown,  and  there  is  extensive 
breeding  cf  Herefordshire  cattle.  There  are  large  mineral 
water  works  and  vinegar  works  in  the  parish  of  Colwall. 

RECENT  ALTERATIONS  IN  AREA. 

The  Ledbury  Urban  District  was  formed  from  the  Ledbury 
Rural  District  on  January  1st,  1895.  It  includes  a portion  of  the 
Ledbury  Rural  Parish.  (L.G.B.  Order,  19th  Oet.,  1894). 

Mathon  Urban  Parish  was  transferred  on  January  1st,  1 895 ? 
from  Ledbury  Rural  District  to  Malvern  Link  Urban  District. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  of  the  rural  sanitary  district  at  the  census  of 
1891  was  12,615,  and  of  the  rural  district  as  it  is  now  constituted 
the  population  was  8,688.  The  alterations  in  area  indicated 
above  account  for  the  difference.  The  estimated  population  at  the 
middle  of  1901,  and  upon  which  the  figures  in  this  report  are 
based,  was  9,079.  The  estimates  of  the  populations  in  the  years 
1891 — 1900,  given  in  column  2 of  Table  I.  on  p.  129,  have  been 
carefully  calculated. 
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BIRTHS. 

No.  217.  Birth-rate  per  1,000,  2^'g- 

There  were  217  births  registered  in  the  Ledbury  Rural 
District  during  1901,  of  which  1 15  were  boys  and  102  girls,  equal  to 
a birth-rate  per  1,000  of  23'9-  This  rate  is  '7  per  1,000  above  that 
recorded  in  1900,  and  is  3'6  per  1,000  below  the  average  rate  of  the 
previous  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  in  rural  England  during  1901 
was  2j' 2 per  1.000. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  birth-rate  was 

Average  of 
10  years, 
1901.  1891-1900. 

Ledbury  ...  ...  ...  • ...  24^6  ...  2S'3 

Yarkh  ill...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22'9  ...  258 

DEATHS. 

No.  123.  Rate  per  1,000,  1 3 • 5 . 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Ledbury  Rural 
District  during  1901  was  1 1 2 , of  which  71  were  males  and  41 
females.  There  died  in  the  Ledbury  Workhouse  seven  persons, 
in  the  County  Asylum  one  person,  in  the  Hereford  Hospital  one 
person,  and  in  the  Ledbury  Cottage  Hospital  two  persons  who 
were  residents  within  the  Ledbury  rural  district.  After  making 
the  necessary  adjustments,  the  number  of  deaths  among  residents 
in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District  was  123  (77  males  and  46  females), 
equal  to  a death-rate  per  1,000  of  I3'5_  This  rate  is  5 6 per 
1,000  below  that  recorded  in  1900,  and  is  3 5 per  1,000  below 
the  average  death-rate  of  the  previous  10  years.  (See  Table  1, 
p 129.)  The  death-rate  in  rural  England  in  1901  was  15-7  per 
1,000. 
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Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  following  two  parishes,  having 
a total  population  of  368  persons,  no  deaths  occurred  during 
1901  : — Castle  Frome  and  Munsley. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  death-rates  were 

Average  of 
10  years. 

1901,  1891-1900. 

Ledbury  ...  ...  ...  ...  I2'g  ...  167 

Yarkhill...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14-3  ...  iyo 

I do  not  think  any  good  purpose  would  be  served  by  recording 
the  death-rate  for  each  parish  during  a single  year  figures 
covering  so  short  a period,  and  for  small  populations  would  only 
be  misleading. 

In  the  following  8 parishes,  each  of  which  has  a population  of 
more  than  400  persons,  the  death-rates  per  1,000  were  as  follows  : 


Much  Marcle  ... 

7-6 

Eastnor 

8-i 

Colwall 

8-4 

Yarkhill 

T5'5 

Bosbury 

i6'o 

Woolhope 

r7'5 

Tarrington 

...  210 

Ledbury  Rural 

...  22'9 

13S 


Table  A. 

The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  death  in  various  groups 
for  the  Ledbury  Rural  District,  the  registration  sub-districts, 
and  the  eight  largest  parishes. 


All 

i Ages. 

Under 

L year. 

1 to  5 
years 

5 to 
15 

years 

15 

to  25 
years 

25 

to  45 
years 

45 

to  (35 
years 

65 

to  75 
years 

75 

to  85 
years 

Over 

85 

yea  rs 

Ledbury  R. ) 

District ) 

I23 

20 

7 

3 

10 

7 

25 

*7 

25 

9 

Sub-Districts 

Ledbury  

66 

I I 

5 

i 

4 

5 

10 

8 

T7 

5 

Yarkhill 

57 

9 

2 

2 

6 

2 

i5 

9 

8 

4 

Parishes  : 

Bosbury  

!4 

2 

i 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

5 

0 

Colwall  

16 

4 

o 

0 

2 

3 

4 

0 

2 

i 

Eastnor  

4 

o 

I 

0 

o 

o 

i 

0 

2 

0 

Ledbury  

4 

I 

I 

I 

i 

2 

4 

o 

O 

2 

Much  Marcle... 

5 

0 

0 

o 

0 

° 

i 

2 

i 

i 

Tarrington 

IO 

2 

0 

o 

I 

° 

5 

i 

i 

0 

Woolhope  

1 1 

i 

I 

2 

0 

0 

i 

3 

i 

2 

Yarkhill 

7 

O 

0 

0 

2 

0 

o 

0 

o 

0 
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UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

4'5  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Of  the  total  deaths  registered  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District 
in  1901  there  were  99  certified  by  registered  medical  practi- 
tioners, 8 by  the  Coroner,  and  5 were  uncertified.  Given  as 
percentages  of  the  total  deaths  88-4  per  cent,  were  certified 
by  medical  practitioners,  71  per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  4 5 
per  cent,  were  uncertified. 

The  cause  of  death  entered  by  the  Registrars  in  the  case 
of  the  uncertified  deaths  was 

Premature  birth. 

Convulsions. 

Syncope. 

Marasmus. 

Natural  decay. 

ILLEGITIMACY. 

Births. — During  1901  there  were  registered  in  the  Ledbury 
Rural  District  5 illegitimate  births,  equal  to  2'j  per  cent,  of  the 
total  births,  or  to  0-5  per  1000  of  the  population  living.  In 
each  sub-district  2-3  per  cent,  of  the  births  were  illegiti- 
mate. There  are  certain  fallacies  connected  with  this 
method  of  stating  the  amount  of  illegitimacy  which  will  be  found 
mentioned  on  p.  1 1. 

Deaths. — There  was  one  death  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District 
during  1901,  among  illegitimate  children  under  12  months  old, 
giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  200  per  1,000  illegitimate  births, 
compared  with  89  per  1,000  in  the  case  of  legitimate  births  and 
deaths. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Average  of 
10  years. 

1901.  1891-1900. 

Ledbury  Rural  District  ...  ...  92  ...  118 

Rural  England  ...  ...  ...  138  ...  

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  usually  measured  by  stating 
the  number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within 
a certain  period  in  proportion  to  1,000  births  during  the  same 
period.  In  the  Ledbury  Rural  District  during  1901  there 
were  born  217  children,  and  20  children  died  under  12  months 
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old.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  was  thus  equal  to  92  per  1,000 
births.  This  number  is  below  the  average  (1 18)  for  the  previous 
10  years. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
was 

Average  of 
10  years. 

1901.  1891-1900. 

Ledbury  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  87  ...  134 

Yarkhill  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  98  ...  87 

The  20  children  under  12  months  old  who  died  in  the  Ledbury 
Rural  District  during  1901  were  registered  as  having  died  from 
the  following  diseases  : — Whooping  Cough  (1),  Diarrhoea  (3), 
Marasmus  (2),  Premature  birth  (4),  Convulsions  (4),  Cerebral 
abscess,  Laryngismus  Stridulus,  and  Pneumonia  (4). 

ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES. 

Average  of 
10  years. 

1901.  1891-1900. 

Death-rate  per  1000  ...  ...  ...  0'88  ...  no 

>>  ,,  Rural  England  1-55 

The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 
in  the  expression  “ principal  zymotic  diseases.” 

No.  of  deaths. 


Small-pox  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  4 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

Typhoid  Fever  ...  ...  ...  o 

Diarrhoea  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


SMALL-POX  was  not  present  in  any  part  of  the  district  during 
1901. 

MEASLES  was  prevalent  in  Ashperton,  and  in  the  upper  part  oi 
Colwall  in  April,  and  in  Ledbury  rural,  where  there  was  a fatal 
case  in  December. 

SCARLET  Fever. — An  isolated  case  of  scarlet  fever  was 
reported  from  Much  Marcle  in  July.  Between  July  and  December 
there  were  17  cases  in  Colwall  from  7 houses.  Nine  of  the 
Colwall  patients  were  removed  to  the  Malvern  fever  hospital, 
eight  at  the  cost  of  the  Ledbury  Rural  District  Council.  At  the 
end  of  the  year  there  was  in  the  district  only  one  case  at  Colwall. 
No  deaths  occurred. 


WHOOPING  Cough  was  prevalent  during  the  first  quarter  of 
the  year  in  the  parishes  of  Putley,  Eggleton,  Stretton  Grandison, 
and  Donnington  ; in  the  second  quarter  in  Colwall  and  Ledbury 
rural ; and  in  the  third  quarter  in  Woolhope.  The  schools  at 
Putley  and  Eggleton  were  closed  for  a period.  The  four  deaths 
occurred  in  the  parishes  of  Putley.  Donnington,  Ledbury,  and 
Woolhope. 

Diphtheria. — There  was  a slight  outbreak  of  diphtheria  at 
Eastnor  in  January  and  Eebruary,  four  children  being  attacked  in 
two  houses.  I examined  the  scholars  attending  the  schools,  and, 
at  my  request,  several  were  kept  at  home  for  a fortnight.  There 
was  no  spread  of  the  disease.  Isolated  cases  were  reported  from 
Woolhope  in  May,  and  from  Castle  Frome  in  May  and  Ju’y ; 
Ledbury  rural,  in  August;  Mathon  and  Colwall,  in  September; 
Much  Marcle,  in  November ; and  Colwall  again  in  December. 
The  13  cases  were  in  9 houses.  There  were  no  deaths. 

Typhoid  Fever. — A case  of  typhoid  fever  was  notified  at  the 
end  of  December  in  the  parish  of  Munsley.  The  patient  most 
probably  contracted  the  disease  outside  the  Ledbury  district. 

DlARRHCEA. — There  were  three  deaths  registered  during  1901 
as  due  to  diarrhoea.  They  occurred  among  children  under  one 
year  old  in  the  parishes  of  Pixley,  Bosbury,  and  Woolhope.  Two 
were  in  October,  and  one  in  December. 

INFLUENZA.— There  were  three  fatal  cases  of  influenza,  one  in 
each  of  the  parishes  of  Colwall,  Pixley,  and  Woolhope. 

Puerperal  Fever. — A non-fatal  case  of  puerperal  fever  was 
reported  from  Bosbury. 

ERYSIPELAS. — Two  non-fatal  cases  of  erysipelas  were  notified 
from  the  parishes  of  Mathon  and  Donnington. 

Phthisis. 

Average  of 
10  years, 
1901.  1891-1900. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  0-55  ...  11 

I he  five  deaths — four  males  and  one  female — from  consumption, 
were  in  the  parishes  of  Ashperton,  Colwall,  Stretton  Grandison, 
'Farrington,  and  Yarkhill.  The  ages  were  between  17  and  39 
years. 

It  would  be  a great  advantage  to  have  this  disease  notifiable. 

Some  observations  upon  this  disease  will  be  found  on  p.  17. 


142 


Table  B. 

LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Name  of  Disease. 

1S91 

1892 

1893  j 

1894 

1895  1896  1897 

1893  1899 

1900 

Total 

1391 

1900 

L901 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

8 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

13 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

o 

2 

3 

0 

4 

o 

2 

0 

0 

0 

13 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

0 

0 

5 

3 

8 

6 

i 

0 

1 

1 

25 

4 

Diphtheria  and 

M embranous  Croup  . . . 

9 

4 

2 

1 

4 

9 

i 

2 

0 

2 

27 

0 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

1 

O 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

Influenza... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

7 

15 

11 

24 

63 

3 

Diarrhoea 

1 

0 

5 

4 

3 

* 

D 

i 

3 

1 

1 

24 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

O 

0 

Erysipelas 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

l 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4 

0 

Phthisis  ...  

11 

11 

24 

17 

15 

15 

9 

8 

3 

! 8 

121 

5 

Cancer  

... 

... 

13 

12 

11 

’ *36 

7 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
Pleurisy,  & c 

G2 

Go 

41 

36 

! 24 

27 

26 

13 

6 

11 

314 

15 

Heart  Diseases 

! 22 

19 

27 

26 

30 

16 

14 

17 

13 

20 

204 

12 

Accidents  

9 

9 

9 

9 

12 

1 10 

4 

3 

6 

j 8 

79 

5 

*Total  of  3 years. 
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Table  C. 

LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Year. 

X 

CL 

ca 

1 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

■£/w> 

Si 

-C  U 

Diphtheria 

Typhus 

Tever 

Typhoid 

Fever 

Diarrhoea 

Total. 

1875. . . . 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

3 

1876.... 

0 

i 

10 

4 

5 

0 

0 

4 

24 

1877.... 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

2 

2 

8 

1878 

0 

0 

7 

0 

3 

0 

0 

i 

11 

1879.... 

0 

3 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

11 

1880... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

3 

18S1 

0 

0 

1 

1 

8 

0 

0 

2 

12 

1882.... 

1 

0 

8 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Q 

O 

15 

1883.... 

0 

0 

3 

10 

0 

0 

1 

4 

18 

1884.... 

0 

9 

0 

1 

o 

0 

2 

4 

16 

1885.... 

0 

9 

0 

1 

0 

o 

1 

4 

15 

1886.... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

° 

2 

7 

9 

1S87 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

0 

i 

4 

9 

1888.... 

0 

0 

0 

9 

3 

0 

i 

1 

7 

1889.... 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

2 

8 

1890.... 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

4 

7 

1891 .... 

0 

8 

4 

0 

9 

0 

0 

1 

22 

1802.. .. 

0 

0 

2 

0 

4 

0 

1 

1 

8 

1893.... 

0 

1 

3 

5 

1 

0 

2 

5 

17 

1894 .... 

0 

1 

0 

3 

1 

0 

0 

4 

9 

1895.... 

0 

0 

4 

8 

4 

0 

2 

3 

21 

1896.... 

0 

1 

0 

6 

1 

0 

0 

5 

13 

1897.. .. 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

5 

1898.... 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

5 

1899.... 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1900.... 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

1901.... 

0 

1 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

3 

S 
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ISOLATION  HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION. 


There  is  no  means  of  isolating  any  cases  of  infectious  disease 
in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District.  On  September  10th,  I suggested 
to  the  Council  that  a sub-committee  should  be  formed  to  decide 
as  to  whether  any  steps  should  be  taken  to  provide  isolation 
hospital  accommodation.  A Special  Meeting  of  the  Council  was 
held  on  Sept.  24th,  to  consider  whether  such  a Committee  should 
be  chosen,  and  I presented  a Report  on  the  question.  The  Council 
decided  to  take  no  action.  At  the  end  of  September  there  was 
evidence  of  the  beginning  of  an  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  at 
Colwall,  and  it  was  decided  to  send  any  cases  which  occurred 
there,  and  which  could  not  be  effectually  isolated  at  home  to  the 
Malvern  fever  hospital.  Between  the  first  week  in  October  and 
the  first  week  in  November,  eight  cases  were  sent  to  this  institu- 
tion, and  the  threatened  epidemic  subsided.  The  cost  to  the 
Ledbury  Rural  District  of  isolating  these  eight  cases  was  £205. 

(See  pages  15  and  60). 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

I have  not  been  able  to  find  a definite  resolution  of  the  Sanitary 
Authority  relating  to  “ a reasonable  distance”  within  which  there 
should  be  a water  supply  to  houses,  but  there  appears  to  be  a 
tradition  that  it  should  be  500  yards  in  the  case  of  old,  and  200 
yards  in  the  case  of  new  houses. 

There  are  combined  supplies  in  the  parishes  of  Colwall  and 
Eastnor.  The  Colwall  supply  (Mr.  Ballard’s)  is  to  Mid-Colwall, 
from  a spring  on  the  hillside,  whence  the  water  is  piped  to  a few 
houses.  In  the  village  of  Eastnor  practically  every  house  is 
supplied  with  water,  brought  in  pipes  from  a hillside  spring. 
Elsewhere,  deep  and  shallow  wells  and  dip  wells  on  the  roadside 
or  in  fields  are  the  available  sources  of  supply.  The  wells  are 
drysteyned,  and  the  lining  is  rarely  carried  above  the  level  ol  the 
surrounding  ground.  It  is  possible,  therefore,  for  pollution  to  take 
place. 

I examined  13  samples  of  water  from  8 supplies  in  the  parishes 
of  Eastnor  (3),  Ledbury  rural  (6),  Putley,  Munsley,  and  Colwall 
(2).  Three  of  the  eight  supplies  were  unfit  for  drinking 
pu  rposes. 

Some  general  observations  on  water  supplies  will  be  found  on  p. 


20. 
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DRAINAGE  AND  EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 


The  only  portion  of  the  district  in  which  there  is  combined 
drainage  is  in  the  parish  of  Colvvall.  Elsewhere,  the  drainage 
from  residential  houses  discharges  on  to  adjoining  land  or  into 
watercourses.  In  a few  instances  filtration  (contact)  beds  have 
been  formed.  Slop  drains  from  cottages  drain  into  roadside 
ditches.  Farm  houses  and  cottages  are  provided,  as  a rule,  with 
privy  middens,  though  earth  closets  are  being  increasingly 
adopted.  \ e.y  few  pail  closets  are  in  use.  (^See  p.  22.) 

COLWALL  DRAINAGE. 

A main  sewer  was  laid  in  the  year  1896  in  Mid-Colwall  (the 
Stone),  and  serves  about  50  houses;  it  has  an  outfall  upon  about 
four  acres  of  land  in  Mid-Colwall,  called  Hardwicke’s  Meadow, 
upon  which  the  sewage  is  supposed  to  be  conducted  by  the  tenant 
of  the  land.  On  September  10th,  1901,  I presented  the  following 
report  to  the  Council  upon  the  upper  portion  of  Colwall  : — 

“In  that  portion  of  Colwall  extending  from  the  Wych  to 
Lower  Colwall,  on  the  north-western  boundary  of  the  dfstrict, 
there  are  collections  of  houses  which  are  without  any  proper 
system  of  drainage.  Some  of  the  smaller  dwellings  are  pro- 
vided with  privy  closets,  but  at  least  15  of  the  larger  houses 
have  water-closets.  The  drainage  from  a few  of  the  larger 
houses  discharges  on  to  adjoining  land,  but  at  least  30,  of  whi.  h 
12  have  w.cs.,  drain  into  an  open  ditch,  which  ultimately 
empties  into  the  stream  at  the  foot  of  the  hill.  This  ditch  has 
been  partly  piped  for  a few  yards  by  private  owners.  At  the 
date  of  my  visit  it  was  very  offensive.  I consider  it  is  very 
important  that  some  general  system  of  drainage  should  be 
provided  for  this  portion  of  the  district.  The  parish  of  Colwall 
has  increased  in  population  from  1,506,  in  the  year  1891,  to 
1,892,  in  the  year  1901,  and,  at  the  last  census,  among  the  410 
houses  in  the  parish  there  were  only  six  unoccupied.” 

(The  Ledbury  District  Council  decided,  on  January  27th,  1902, 
to  apply  to  the  L.G.B.  for  sanction  to  borrow  the  sum  of 
£3,825  for  the  purpose  of  sewering  the  Wych  to  the  main 
sewer  at  the  Stone,  and  for  erecting  septic  tanks  and  contact 
beds  in  Hardwicke's  meadow.) 
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HOUSING. 

No  houses  were  certified  by  me  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 
under  sec.  30  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

The  average  number  of  persons  per  house  at  the  last  census 
was  4'5,  and  of  the  2,125  houses  in  the  district,  only  12 1,  or  about 
6 per  cent,  were  unoccupied. 

Broadly  speaking,  the  houses  are  well  built,  and  in  fairly  good 
condition.  Thatched  cottages  are  giving  place  to  tiles  or  slates. 
In  every  district  there  is  a noticeable  absence  of  rain  water 
gutters,  thus  rendering  houses  permanently  damp.  Even  upon 
what  I should  otherwise  regard  as  model  cottages  1 have  found 
these  gutters  absent. 

S ome  further  remarks  upon  this  subject  will  be  found  on  p.  27. 
PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  and  the  Infec- 
tious Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  have  not  been  adopted  by  the 
Ledbury  Rural  District  Council. 

Urban  Powers. — The  District  Council  possess  Urban  powers 
enabling  them  to  make  bye-laws  with  respect  to  new  buildings 
erected  in  the  parish  of  Colwall. 

The  Colwall  Parish  Council  has  each  year  since  1896  been 
appointed  a Committee  in  accordance  with  sec.  56  of  the  Local 
Government  Act,  1894,  f°r  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  the  Public 
Health  Act  in  the  Parish  of  Colwall,  and  in  1901  this  proviso  was 
made  “ with  the  exception  of  dealing  with  the  sewage  scheme 
about  to  be  brought  forward." 

Bye-laws. — Bye-laws  with  respect  to  new  buildings  erected  in 
the  Parish  of  Colwall  were  allowed  by  the  L.G.B.  on  21st  June, 
1898. 

There  are  no  Bye-laws  in  force  in  the  Ledbury  Rural  District 
with  respect  to 

Private  scavenging. 

Houses  let  in  lodgings, 

Hop  and  fruit  pickers, 

Tents  and  vans, 

Mortuaries  and  cemeteries. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

A leaflet  containing  the  provisions  of  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds 
and  Milkshops  Order,  1885,  has  been  printed  for  distribution  by 
the  Ledbury  Rural  District  Council.  No  regulations  have  been 
made  under  the  Order.  No  public  notice  was  given  during  the 
year  of  the  necessity  for  registration. 

The  number  of  Dairies  and  Milkshops  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  1901  was  28,  situated  in  the  following  parishes:  Bos- 
bury,  Col  wall  (8),  Ledbury  Rural  (4^,  Ashperton(2),  Wellington 
Heath  (4),  Much  Marcle  (2),  Tarrington  (4),  and  Mathon  (3). 

SLAUGHTER-HOUSES. 

There  are  seven  slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  situated  in  the 
parishes  of  Bosbury,  Colwall  (3),  Tarrington,  Putley,  and  Much 
Marcle.  There  are  no  bye-laws  in  force  with  respect  to  slaughter 
houses. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  public  bakehouses  in  the  parishes  of  Colwall  (4) 
Mathon,  Tarrington,  Much  Marcle,  Munsley,  Ashperton,  Yark- 
hill,  Woolhope,  and  Putley. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Ledbury  Ruraj 
District,  and  no  bye-laws  have  been  made  in  respect  to  this  class 
of  house. 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  18  public  elementary  schools  in  13  parishes,  with  an 
a&gre£ate  accommodation  for  2,012  children.  Only  one  school 
(Woolhope)  is  managed  by  a school  board,  but  there  is  a school 
board  for  Ledbury  rural  parish  and  Ledbury  urban  district,  the 
schools  being  in  the  town  of  Ledbury.  The  lavatory  and  cloak- 
room accommodation  as  a rule  is  good,  the  ventilation  fairly  good, 
and  I have  usually  found  the  rooms  well  kept.  Very  little 
care  appears  to  have  been  taken  to  secure  a proper  position  for 
the  desks  as  regards  light.  The  playgrounds  are  good.  There 
are  still  some  very  offensive  privies,  which  would,  I am  sure,  be 
speedily  abolished  if  the  managers  would  visit  those  schools  which 
have  properly  cared  for  earth  closets.  (See  p.  22). 
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SCHOOL  CLOSING. 

The  following  schools  were  closed  during  the  period  indicated, 
and  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  diseases  named : — 

Eastnor,  May  30th,  to  June  14th,  Mumps. 

Eggleton,  Feb.  28th,  to  March  25th,  Whooping  Cough. 
Putley,  Jan.  22nd,  to  March  27th,  Whooping  Cough. 

Some  general  observations  as  to  the  closing  of  schools  will  be 
found  on  p.  30, 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  T.  Cawsey,  who  holds  the  certificate  of  the  Sanitarv  Insti- 
tute, was  appointed  for  one  year  in  1896,  and  has  been  re-appointed 
annually.  He  receives  a salary  of  £g2  per  annum,  one-half  of 
which  is  repaid  from  the  county  funds.  He  pays  his  own  travelling 
and  incidental  expenses,  except  stamps  and  stationery.  He  rides 
a bicycle.  The  only  other  office  held  by  him  is  that  of  Building 
Inspector  for  the  parish  of  Colwall. 

COST  OF  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The  total  cost  to  the  Ledbury  Rural  District  Council  of  the 
sanitary  administration  of  the  district  (excluding  the  charges 
for  isolating  cases  of  infectious  disease)  during  1901  was  /405, 
a sum  equal  to  about  one-third  of  a penny  in  the  pound  upon 
the  assessable  value  of  the  district.  Included  in  these  expenses 
are  the  salaries  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and 
Inspector,  stationery,  stamps,  disinfecting,  notification  fees  and 
death  returns. 


CANCER. 

Average  of 
three  years, 
1901.  1898-1900. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  0-77  ...  1-33 

The  seven  deaths — three  males  and  four  females — occurred  in 
the  parishes  of  Ashperton,  Colwall  (2),  Eastnor,  Ledbury,  Much 
Marcle,  and  Wellington  Heath.  The  ages  at  death  ranged  from 
58  to  78  vears. 
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LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


Cases  inquired  into 
Patients  removed  to  hospital 
Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed  ...  — 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  disinfected  ... 
Cases  of  illegal  exposure 

HOUSES. 

Erected 

Made  fit  for  habitation  ... 

Closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  ... 

Cleansed  and  whitewashed  

Overcrowding  abated 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

W ells  sunk... 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired 
Wells  closed 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 

Laid  or  relaid 

Cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated 
Defective  waste-pipes  rectified... 

Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified 
Dumb  wells  rectified 


33 
9 
2 y 

4 


9 

2 

12 

6 

2 

6 

2 

13 

30 

22 

4 
9 

5 


WATER  CLOSETS. 
Additional  provided 

Repaired,  ventilated,  or  provided  with  cisterns 


PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 
Privies  and  ashpits  provided 
Converted  to  w.cs. 

Converted  into  pail  closets 
Repaired 


SCAVENGING. 

1 rivies  and  ashpits  ordered  to  be  cleansed  ...  ...  j5 

Purtable  receptacles  ,.  , 


15° 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

On  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

On  register  and  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Contraventions  of  D.C.  and  M.  Order...  ...  ...  o 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Under  inspection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Remarks. — During  the  year  igci,  16  complaints  were  received 
and  investigated,  410  inspections  and  re-inspections  made,  50 
notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  and  1 9 1 letters 
written.  Two  samples  of  beer  were  submitted  to  the  county 
analyst,  who  pronounced  them  pure  All  the  schools,  bakehouses, 
slaughter-houses,  dairies  and  cowsheds  have  been  periodically 
inspected  during  the  year. 

Building  plans  for  13  houses  and  a large  cookery  school  in  Col- 
wall  have  been  submitted  to  you. 

I am  pleased  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  rendered  me  by 
owners  and  occupiers  generally,  who  readily  comply  with  my 
request. 

THOMAS  CAWSEY, 

Cert.  Sanitary  Inspector, 
Ledbury. 


1902. 
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Table  I.  (Local  Government  Board.) 
LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1901 
and  Previous  Years. 
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1891  . 

12630 
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28  0 

46 
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9 

0 

4 
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19-3 

1892  . . 

12848 

338 

20-3 

48 

141 

*222 

17-2 

21 

0 

7 

229 

17-8 

1893  . . 

l 0(5(5 
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26-2 

50 
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210 

18-8 

23 

0 

4 

250 

19T 

1894  . . 

13283 

323 

24-3 

33 

102 

209 

15-7 

21 

0 

.J 

212 

1-5-9 

1895  . . 

8851 

264 

29-9 

34 

129 

130 

15-5 

15 

151 

17  0 

189l>  .. 

8889 

263 

29-5 

40 
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no 

13-0 

It 

127 

11  2 

1897  .. 

8927 

202 

29-3 

i'i 

103 

120 

14T 

10 

130 

15  2 

1898  . . 

8965 

279 

31-2 

25 

89 

120 

13-3 

10 

130 

15  1 

1899  . . 

9003 

244 

27  T 

14 

57 

109 

12-1 

9 

118 

13*1 

1900  . . 

9041 

210 

23-2 

24 

114 
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17-0 

19 

173 

19T 

Averages 

for  years 

1 0550 

289 

27  T) 

34 

118 

168 

15  9 

18 

0 

10 

178 

10  8 

1891-1900 

1901  . . 

9079 

217 

23  9 

20 

92 

112 

12-3 

0 

0 

11 

123 

13  5 

* Rates  in  Columns  4,  8,  and  13  calculated  per  1,01)0  of  estimated  population. 

Note. — The  deaths  included  in  Column  7 pf  this  table  are  the  whole  of  these 
registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually  occurred  within  the  district.  The 
deaths  included  in  Column  13  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  _ the 
substraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  tho  number  in 
Column  11. 

By  the  term  “Non-residents”  is  meant  persons  brought  into  the  district  on 
account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public  institutions  there;  and  by  the 
term  " Residents”  is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on 
account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 

f The  “ Public  Institutions  ” taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables 
are  the  Workhouse,  until  1895,  within  the  district,  (Cols.  9,  10),  and  the  Workhouse, 
after  It 95,  the  Ledbury  Cottage  Hospital,  the  County  Asylum,  and  the  Hereford 
Hospital  beyoud  the  district  (Col.  11). 

Total  population  at  all  ages 90G8  1 g . 

Area  of  District  in  acres  \ I So 

(exclusive  of  area!  49,748  Number  of  inhabited  houses  2t'04j-(AS 

covered  by  water).  j | ^ 

Average  number  of  persons  per  house  4-5  J ■<  ° 
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Table  II.  (Local  Government  Board.) 
LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Registration  Sub-Districts  in 

igoi  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Names  op 
Localjti  es 

Ledbury. 

Yarkhill. 

Y EAR. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

Births  regis- 
tered. 

5 . 

c3  c n 

<v 

r 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

71 

o>  . 

U e— 

71  U 

jz  a, 

£Q 

« . 

~ t: 

j§  s> 

T3  ci 
a 

QJ 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 

a. 

b. 

c . 

d. 

(t. 

b. 

c. 

d. 

1891  .... 

8637 

239 

38 

3993 

123 

8 

1892  ... 

8858 

242 

38 

3990 

96 

10 

1893  ... 

9979 

248 

181 

41 

3987 

95 

09 

9 

1894  .... 

9299 

220 

24 

3984 

103 

9 

1895  .... 

4868 

148 

98 

25 

3982 

116 

53 

9 

1896  

4909 

153 

59 

29 

3980 

110 

08 

1 1 

1897  • • • • 

4949 

167 

75 

20 

3978 

95 

61 

/ 

1898  

4989 

186 

71 

IS 

3976 

93 

65 

l 

1899  

5029 

136 

63 

1 

3974 

108 

55 

;o 

I960  .... 

5069 

118 

93 

11 

3972 

92 

80 

13 

Average  of  4 

Years  > 

6568 

186 

no 

25 

3982 

103 

68 

9 

1891 tol900  1 

1901  . . . . 

51('9 

126 

66 

11 

3970 

9 L 

67 

9 

Notes. — (a)  The  separate  localities  adopted  for  this  table  are  the  registration 
sub-districts. 

(5)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  beyond  the  district 
are  included  in  sub-columns  v of  this  table,  and  those  of  non- 
residents registered  in  public  institutions  in  the  district  excluded. 

(c)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or 

without  the  district,  are  allotted  to  the  respective  localities  according 
to  the  addresses  of  the  deceased. 

(d)  The  gross  totals  ot  the  several  columns  in  tnis  Table  respectively  equal 

the  corresponding  totals  for  the  whole  districts  in  Tables  I.  and  I\  . : 
tints,  the  totals  of  sub-columns  a,  b.  and  c agree  with  the  figures  for 
the  year  in  the  columns  2,  3,  and  12,  respectively,  of  Table  1.  : the 
gross  total  of  the  sub-column  e agrees  with  the  total  of  column  2 in 
Table  IV..  and  the  gross  total  of  sub-column  d with  the  total  of 
column  3 in  Table  IV. 
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Notes.— The  localities  adopted  for  this  Table  are  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  IV. 
here  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  in  the  Ledbury  District.  Patients  were  removed  to  the  Malvern  Hospital. 


Table  IV.  (Extended).  Local  Government  Board. 
LEDBURY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  igoi. 
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WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


1891. 

Area  in  acres  (exclusive  of  water) 

igoi. 

...  49499 

Population  (census) 

74°6 

6,950 

Inhabited  Houses  ... 

1>719 

1.651 

Persons  per  House 

4‘3 

4-2 

Rateable  Value  ... 

£67,859 

...  £65,606 

No.  of  Parishes 

— 

26 

Death-rate  all  causes 

per  1,000...  247 

i8‘5 

PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  GENERAL  CHARACTER. 

The  rural  district  of  Weobley  is  situated  in  the  north-western 
portion  of  the  county,  and  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Wigmore 
Rural  District,  on  the  east  by  the  Leominster  Rural  and'  Urban 
Districts  and  the  Hereford  Rural  District,  on  the  south  by  the 
Dore  Rural  District,  and  on  the  north-west  by  the  Kington  Rural 
District.  The  district  is  a hilly  one,  many  peaks  rising  abruptly. 
The  Weobley  Workhouse  is  291  ft.  above  sea  level,  and  Canon 
Bridge  is  191  ft.,  while  Merry  hill  in  the  south  east  is  600  ft., 
Mansell  hill  in  the  south  763  ft.,  and  Wormesley  hill  881  ft. 

Streams  from  the  hills  empty  into  the  rivers  Arrow  in  the  north 
and  Wye  in  the  south.  Both  these  rivers  How  across  the  district 
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Geologically  the  district  is  Old  Red  Sandstone. 

In  the  parishes  of  Bridge  Sellers,  Eardisland  and  Letton  are 
alluvial  deposit,  and  limestone  crops  up  in  the  parish  of  Mansell 
Gamage. 

Over  nearly  the  whole  district  there  is  a clay  subsoil  with  sand- 
stone in  the  parishes  of  Brobury,  Moccas,  Preston-on-Wye  and 
Staunton-on- Wye. 

There  are  26  parishes  within  the  district,  which  is  co-terminous 
with  the  Weobley  Registration  District  and  with  Weobley  Poor- 
law  Union.  The  whole  district  is  in  the  county  of  Hereford.  At 
the  Census  of  1901  the  population  in  the  parishes  varied  from  34 
in  Stretford  to  958  in  Dilwyn.  In  six  parishes  the  inhabitants 
number  less  than  too.  1 he  parish  of  Weobley,  w ith  a population 
of  752,  contains  the  town  of  Weobley,  where  there  are  about  ieo 
houses  more  or  less  compactly  gathered  together.  There  are 
collections  of  houses  into  villages  at  Almeley,  Canon  Pvon, 
Dilwyn,  Eardisland,  Staunton-on-Wye,  Kinnersley,  Kings  Pvcn 
and  Preston-on-Wye. 

There  are  45  miles  of  county  main  roads  and  130  miles  of 
district  roads  in  the  Weobley  District. 


INDUSTRIES. 


The  industries  are  altogether  of  an  agricultural  character. 
Hops  and  fruit  are  extensively  grown,  and  there  is  breeding 
of  Herefordshire  cattle.  A quarry  is  woiked  in  the  parish  oi 
Sarnesfield  ; and  in  the  parishes  of  Mansell  Lacv,  Mansell  Gamage 
Bvford,  Brobury,  Staunton-on-Wye  and  Moccas  a great  deal  of 
timber  has  been  felled  during  the  past  few  years. 

ALTERATIONS  IN  AREA. 

There  have  been  no  alterations  in  the  area  of  the  Weobley 
district  in  the  past  ten  years. 

POPULATION. 

T he  population  of  the  Weobley  rural  district  at  the  census  of 
1901  was  6,950.  During  the  ten  years  1891-1901  there  was  an 
average  yearly  decrease  in  the  population  of  45  persons,  and 
assuming  that  the  decrease  is  still  going  on,  the  estimate  at  the 
middle  of  1901  was  6, 939,  the  number  upon  which  the  figures  in 
this  report  are  based. 


I5S 

BIRTHS. 


No.  160.  Birth-rate  per  1,000,  2T,'o. 

Tliere  were  160  births  registered  in  the  Weobley  Rural 
District  during  1901,  of  which  82  were  boys  and  78  girls,  equal  to 
a birth-rate  per  1,000  of  23-o.  I his  rate  is  14  per  1,000  above 
that  recorded  in  1900,  and  2'6  per  1,000  below  the  average  rate 
of  the  previous  ten  years.  The  birth-rate  in  rural  England  during 
1901  was  2j'2  per  1.000. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  birth-rates  were 

Average  of 
10  years, 
1901.  1891-1900. 

Weobley  ...  ...  ...  ...  20  ’2  ...  23^9 

Dilwyn...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2j'0  ...  2 72 

DEATHS. 

No.  129.  Rate  per  1,000,  i8-o. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Weobley  Rural 
District  during  1901  was  119,  of  which  61  were  males  and  58 
females.  Five  residents  of  the  Weobley  rural  district  died 
during  the  year  in  the  County  Asylum  and  five  in  the  Hereford 
General  Hospital.  After  making,  therefore,  the  necessary 
adjustments,  the  number  of  deaths  among  residents  in  the 
Weobley  Rural  District  was  129,  equal  to  a death-rate  of  i8'0 
per  1,000.  This  rate  is  17  above  that  recorded  in  1900,  and 
is  '2  above  the  average  death-rate  of  the  previous  10  years. 
(See  Table  1.) 


Among  the  inhabitants  of  the  following  three  parishes,  having 
a total  population  of  249  persons,  no  deaths  occurred  during 
igoi  : — Brinsop,  Brobury,  and  Stretlord. 


In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  death-rates  were 

Average  of 


Weobley 
Dilwyn  ... 

Weobley  rural  district 


10  years. 
1901,  1891-1900. 

iyi  ...  180 

207  ...  177 

i8'0  ...  17-8 


i59 


I do  not  think  any  good  purpose  would  ho  served  by  recording 
the  death-rate  for  each  parish  during  a single  year,  the  figures 
covering  so  short  a period,  and  for  small  populations  would  only 
be  misleading. 

In  the  seven  parishes,  each  of  which  has  a population  of  more 
than  400  persons,  the  death-rates  per  1,000  were  as  follows  : — 


Almeley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12.0 

Canon  Pyon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  246 

Dilwyn  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

Eardisland  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  297 

King’s  Pyon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13  6 

Staunton-on-Wye  ...  ...  ...  ...  177 

Weobley  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i9'Q 


i6o 


Table  A. 


The  following  table  gives  the  ages  at  death  in  various  groups 
for  the  Weobley  Rural  District,  the  registration  sub-districts, 
and  the  seven  largest  parishes. 


AH 

A ;es. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 to  5 
years. 

0 ^ 

15 

to  ’5 
years 

25 

to  45 
years 

4 5 65_  75 

to  Go  to  75  to  85 
years  \ ears  years 

Over 

85 

years 

Weobley  ) 

District  1 

129 

10 

10 

G 

5 

18 

21 

25 

30 

4 

Sub. Districts 

Weobley  

70 

6 

5 

2 

0 

J 

I I 

*3 

13 

r4 

0 

J 

Dilwyn  

59 

4 

5 

4 

2 

7 

8 

12 

iG 

1 

Parishes  : 

Almeley 

b 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

I 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Canon  Pyon  ... 

14 

I 

2 

0 

1 

3 

I 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Dilwyn  

,4 

I 

1 

1 

0 

1 

2 

4 

0 

a 

1 

Eardisland 

14 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

5 

0 

King’s  Pyon  ... 

6 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

2 

1 

1 

0 

Staunton  - on  - 

Wye  

9 

I 

0 

0 

2 

2 

2 

0 

2 

0 

Weobley  

15 

I 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

6 

0 

0 

0 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 
y6  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths. 

Of  the  total  deaths  registered  in  the  Weobley  Rural  District 
in  1901  there  were  104  certified  by  registered  medical  practi- 
tioners, 6 by  the  Coroner,  and  9 were  uncertified.  Given  as 
percentages  of  the  total  deaths  87-3  per  cent,  were  certified 
by  medical  practitioners,  5'  1 per  cent,  by  the  Coroner,  and  7 6 
per  cent,  were  uncertified.  The  proportion  of  uncertified  deaths 
is  high. 

The  cause  of  death  entered  by  the  Registrars  in  the  case 
of  the  uncertified  deaths  was 

Natural  causes  (3). 

Senile  decay. 

Heart  disease  (2). 

Heart  failure. 

Premature  Birth  (2). 

ILLEGITIMACY. 

Births. — During  1901  there  were  registered  in  the  Weobley 
Rural  District  9 illegitimate  births,  equal  to  5‘5  per  cent,  of  the 
total  births,  or  to  i‘2  per  1000  of  the  population  living.  In 
the  Weobley  sub-district  4-8  per  cent,  of  the  births  were 
illegitimate,  and  in  Dilwyn  sub-district  6-4  per  cent.  There  are 
certain  fallacies  connected  with  this  method  of  stating  the  amount 
of  illegitimacy  which  will  be  found  mentioned  on  p.  11. 

DEATHS. — There  were  two  deaths  among  illegitimate  children 
under  12  months  old  in  the  Weobley  Rural  District  during 
1901,  giving  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  222  per  1 ,000  illegitimate 
births,  compared  with  53  per  1,000  in  the  case  of  legitimate 
births  and  deaths. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Average  of 
10  years. 

1901.  1891-1900. 

Weobley  Rural  District  ...  ...  56  ...  98 

The  amount  of  child  mortality  is  usually  measured  by  stating 
the  number  of  children  who  have  died  under  one  year  old  within 
a certain  period  in  proportion  to  1,000  births  during  the  same 
period.  In  the  Weobley  Rural  District  during  1901  there 
were  born  160  children,  and  10  children  died  under  12  months 


old.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  w as  thus  equal  to  56  per  1,000 
births.  This  number  was  below  the  average  (98)  for  the  previous 
10  years. 

In  the  registration  sub-districts  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
was 


Average  of 

10  years. 

1901. 

1891-1900. 

Weobley  ... 

...  72 

98 

Dilwyn 

52 

100 

The  10  children  under  12  months  old  who  died  in  the  Weobley 
Rural  District  during  1901  were  certified  as  having  died  from 
the  following  causes  : — Enteritis  (2),  Inanition,  Premature  birth 
(4),  Bronchitis,  Congenital  Malformation,  and  Haematesis. 

ZYMOTIC  (INFECTIOUS)  DISEASES. 

Average  of 


10  years. 
1901.  1891-1900. 

Death-rate  per  1000  ...  ...  ...  0^57  ...  '63 

,,  ,,  Rural  England  ...  ...  1 55 

The  seven  diseases  named  below  are  those  which  are  included 
in  the  expression  “ principal  zymotic  diseases.” 


Small-pox 

Measles 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 
Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria 
Typhoid  Fever 
Diarrhoea 

Small-pox  was  not  present 


No.  of  deaths. 

0 

1 

0 

1 
1 
1 

o 

in  any  part  of  the  district  during 


1901. 

MEASLES  was  prevalent  ill  Canon  Pyon  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year  and  in  Weobley  in  June  and  July.  There  was  one  latal  case 
in  Canon  Pyon. 

Scarlet  Fever. — There  were  two  non-fatal  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  during  the  year,  one  in  Dilwyn  in  March  and  the  other  in 
Wormesley  in  September.  The  latter  case  was  among  hop- 
pickers  who  had  come  from  Pontypool.  The  child  was  isolated  in 
a barn  and  became  with  its  mother  chargeable  to  the  Union  for 
four  weeks. 

Diphtheria. — Isolated  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  reported 
during  March  from  Dilwyn,  May  from  Canon  Pyon,  July  from 
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Dilwyn,  and  August  from  Blakemere.  In  October  there  was  a 
slight  outbreak  among  the  girls  attending  the  County  Technical 
Schools  at  Stauntoivon-Wye.  Four  girls  were  affected  and  they 
all  recovered.  The  Canon  Pyon  case  terminated  fatally. 

WHOOPING  COUGH  was  prevalent  in  Blakemere  during  April 
and  in  Canon  Pyon  where  there  was  one  fatal  case  during  June 
and  July. 

T YPHOID  FEVER. — Two  cases  of  Typhoid  Fever  were  reported 
during  1901,  one  at  Almeley  which  ended  fatally  and  one  in  Canon 
Pyon  which  recovered.  Previously  to  these  there  were  no  cases 
of  the  disease  in  the  district  since  1895. 

Diarrhcea. — No  deaths  were  registered  as  due  to  Diarrhoea 
and  as  far  as  I am  aware  there  was  no  prevalence  of  the  disease 
during  the  year. 


INFLUENZA. — There  were  eight  fatal  cases  of  influenza  during 
1901,  they  occurred  in  the  parishes  of  Letton,  Birley  (2),  King’s 
Pyon  (3),  Canon  Pyon  and  Dilwyn.  The  disease  was  prevalent 
in  some  portion  of  the  Dilwyn  sub-district  more  or  less  the  whole 
year. 

Puerperal  Fever. — There  were  no  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever 
reported  in  1901. 

Erysipelas.— Two  non-fatal  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  reported, 
one  in  February  from  Letton,  the  other  in  May  from  Kinnersley. 

Phthisis. 

Average  of 
10  years, 
1901.  1891-1900. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ...  ...  ...  roo  ...  ’85 

The  deaths  from  Consumption  occurred  among  residents  in  the 

following  parishes  : — Canon  Pyon,  Dilwyn,  Mansel  Lacy,  Staun- 
ton-on-Wye  (2),  Weobley,  and  Yazor.  The  ages  at  death  varied 
from  18  to  38  years,  two  were  males  and  five  were  females.  It 
will  be  observed  that  five  of  the  seven  deaths  occurred  in  the 
Weobley  sub-district  and  that  seven  of  the  eight  deaths  from 
Influenza  occurred  in  the  Dilwyn  sub-district.  Some  general 
observations  on  Phthisis  will  be  found  on  p.  17. 
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Cancer. 


Average  of 
3 years, 

1901.  1898-1900. 

Death-rate  per  1,000  ...  * roo  ...  75 

The  seven  deaths — one  male  and  six  females — from  Cancer 
occurred  among  residents  in  the  following  parishes  : — Almeley, 
Blakemere,  Bridge  Sollers,  Byford,  Mansel  Gamage,  Mansel  Lacy, 
and  Monnington. 


Table  B. 

WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 
Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Name  of  Disease. 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1S94 

1895 

1896 

1897 

189S 

1S99 

1900 

Total 

1891 

1900 

1901 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

9 

9 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  

0 

0 

2 

1 

0 

2 

1 

3 

1 

0 

10 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

2 

0 

0 

1 

8 

1 

Diphtheria  and 
Membranous  Croup  . . . 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

9 

1 

Typhoid  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

1 

Influenza 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

8 

9 

3 

13 

34 

8 

Diarrhoea  

0 

l 

0 

0 

3 

0 

4 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

2 

0 

Erysipelas  

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

Phthisis 

10 

7 

9 

6 

5 

6 

4 

< 

2 

5 

61 

7 

Cancer  

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 

8 

3 

♦16 

7 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia, 
Pleurisy,  & c 

38 

27 

21 

18 

11 

20 

4 

11 

19 

17 

186 

20 

Heart  Diseases 

32 

19 

20 

18 

21 

16 

24 

10 

9 

9 

17S 

16 

Accidents  

5 

4 

2 

5 

6 

5 

1 

4 

7 

10 

49 

4 

♦Total  of  3 years. 


Table  C 


WE  OB  LEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Actual  Number  of  Deaths. 


Year. 

Smallpox 

Measles 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Whooping 

Cough 

Diphtheria 

Typhus 

Fever 

Typhoid 

Fever 

Diarrhoea 

i 

Total. 

1875.... 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

1 

i 

4 

1876.... 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 

9 

1877.... 

0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

6 

1878.... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

1 

2 

11 

1879.... 

0 

0 

3 

0 

5 

0 

0 

1 

9 

O 

CO 

CO 

r— H 

0 

0 

6 

0 

7 

0 

1 

4 

18 

1881.... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

3 

1882.... 

0 

9 

16 

5 

0 

0 

1 

2 

33 

1883.... 

0 

0 

7 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

9 

OO 

CO 

0 

0 

3 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

CO 

CO 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

2 

5 

1886.... 

0 

1 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6 

1887.... 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

1888.... 

0 

0 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

1 

4 

1889.... 

0 

2 

2 

0 

0 
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0 

1 

1 
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0 
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0 

1 
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7 
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0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

3 
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1896.... 

0 

0 

2 

1 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 
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0 

1 

i 

2 

1 

0 

0 

4 

9 

1898.... 

0 

1 

3 

0 

3 

0 

0 

0 

7 

1899.... 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2 
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0 

2 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

1 

5 

1901.... 

0 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

1 

0 
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ISOLATION  ACCOMODATION. 

There  is  no  provision  in  the  district  for  isolating  cases  of 
infectious  diseases. 

That  the  Council  is  anxious  to  be  in  a position  to  isolate  is 
evident  from  the  following  resolution  which  was  forwarded  to  the 
Herefordshire  County  Council  on  May  13th,  1901  : — 

“ In  the  opinion  of  this  Council  a central  Isolation  Hospita 
should  be  established  by  the  County  Council.” 

The  Clerk  to  the  County  Council  replied  on  July  17th  that  no 
action  had  been  taken  by  the  County  Council,  and  that  the  power 
of  a County  Council  to  establish  a Hospital  under  the  provisions 
of  the  Isolation  Hospitals  Act,  1893,  is  dependent  upon  a formal 
mode  of  procedure  prescribed  by  that  Act. 

Some  general  remarks  upon  isolation  accommodation  will  be 

* 

found  on  p.  15.  The  Bromyard  hospital  is  fully  described  on 
p.  60. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

In  December,  1S79,  the  Weobley  Rural  Sanitary  Authority 
resolved  that  500  yards  should  be  a reasonable  distance  as  regards 
water  supply  in  the  case  of  existing  houses,  but  that  for  new 
houses  and  any  rebuilt  the  distance  should  not  exceed  200  yards. 

In  the  parish  of  Letton  there  is  a combined  water  supply  to  five 
houses  and  a public-house,  galvanised  iron  pipes  being  laid  from  a 
spring  a quarter  of  a mile  distant  to  a standpipe.  Elsewhere  wells, 
mostly  shallow  and  dry  steyned,  are  to  be  found,  and  in  several 
parishes  roadside  springs  are  utilised.  In  November  the  Surveyor 
(Mr.  F.  Gwillim),  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  made  a detailed  inspection  of  Weobley  town,  and 
reported  to  the  District  Council  in  the  following  terms : — 

At  the  meeting  of  the  District  Council,  held  on  October  28th, 
1901,  we  were  instructed  to  report  upon  the  existing  Supply  of 
Water  to  the  houses  in  the  town  of  Weobley,  and  as  to  the 
possibility  of  obtaining  a further  supply  if  found  necessary. 

There  are  in  the  town  of  Weobley  104  houses  more  or  less 
compactly  situated  in  five  streets  or  roads,  viz.  : — Chapel  Street, 
High  Street,  Broad  Street,  Dock  Street,  and  Mill  Street,  or  Union 
Road. 

The  total  length  of  these  streets  for  water  supply  purposes  is 
approximately  4,500  feet. 

Of  these  104  houses  70  are  rated  under  and  34  over  £10  yearly, 
while  21  are  business  premises,  and  three  of  these  are  licensed 
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houses.  There  is  a supply  of  water  actually  on  the  premises  at  71 
houses,  and  included  in  this  number  are  those  where  there  are 
back  premises,  used  more  or  less  in  common,  for  example,  Mr. 
Berrys,  Mr.  Eason’s,  and  Mr.  Jennings’.  Among  the  71  houses) 
at  one — the  Police  Station— water  is  conveyed  in  pipes  from  a 
covered  spring,  situated  in  a meadow  ; at  60  houses  there  is  a 
“ shallow  ’ well  provided  with  a pump,  and  at  ten  there  are 
“ shallow’  dip  wells.  Among  these  last  70  houses  we  found  at  the 
time  of  our  visit  that  at  14  the  wells  were  either  dry  or  the  water 
in  them  was  unusable,  and  a supply  had  to  be  obtained  from 
neighbouring  houses  or  elsewhere. 

There  are  33  houses  which  all  the  year  round  are  without  any 
supply  of  water  on  the  premises  at  all,  and  the  occupants  carry 
water  from  their  neighbours  in  12  instances,  from  uncovered  road- 
side springs  in  7 instances,  and  from  a public  pump  in  14  instances. 
The  greatest  distance  that  water  has  to  be  carried  to  these  houses 
is  150  yards,  the  average  distance  being  100  yards. 

Although  it  may  be  considered  a counsel  of  perfection  to  advise 
that  at  every  house  there  should  be  a supply  of  water  upon  the 
premises,  it  cannot  be  denied  that  except  under  very  rare  circum- 
stances a house  must  be  kept  in  a cleaner,  and,  thereiore,  in  a 
healthier  condition  if  water  is  close  at  hand  than  where  every 
bucket  of  water  required  for  swilling,  washing,  and  other  house- 
hold purposes  has  to  be  carried  100  yards. 

The  main  sewer,  which  was  laid  in  the  year  1893,  is  flushed 
from  two  tanks,  one  of  which  is  placed  in  Mill  Street  and  is  fed 
from  a neighbouring  spring  which  is  never  dry ; the  other  is 
placed  at  the  end  of  Chapel  Street  and  is  fed  from  a storage 
reservoir.  I his  Chapel  Street  tank  for  several  months  of  the 
year  has  no  supply  of  water,  so  that  the  Chapel  Street,  High 
Street,  Broad  Street,  and  Dock  Street  lengths  of  sewer  are  during 
that  time  only  rarely  flushed. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  there  would  be  little  difficulty  in 
obtaining  a supply  of  water  sufficient  for  the  needs  of  the  town 
from  springs  on  the  high  lands  near  from  which  it  would  flow  by 
gravitation.  I he  consent  of  landowners  would  necessarily  have 
to  be  secured.  For  example,  on  (he  hill  above  Wootton,  about 
two  miles  from  Chapel  Street,  on  the  Garnstonc  Estate,  there  are 


two  or  three  springs,  and  one  at  least  yields,  even  with  the  present 
exceptional  drought,  about  3,900  gallons  in  24  hours,  and  the 
others  would  doubtless  yield  as  much. 

At  the  time  of  writing  no  action  has  been  taken  upon  this 
report.  Sir  John  Cotterell  and  the  Rev.  G.  H.  Davenport  were 
appointed  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  delegates  to  attend 
the  Congress  on  Water  Supplies  held  in  London  in  October, 
1901. 

Some  general  observations  upon  water  supply  will  be  found  on 
p.  20. 

DRAINAGE  AND  EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

There  is  no  combined  system  of  drainage  except  in  the  town 
of  Weobley,  where  a pipe  sewer  was  laid  in  the  year  1893  with 
an  outfall  into  two  tanks  holding  about  8,000  gallons  each, 
situated  in  a field  in  the  lower  part  of  the  town.  The  tanks  are 
periodically  emptied  and  the  contents  placed  on  the  surrounding 
land.  There  are  two  flushing  tanks  connected  with  the  two  main 
lines  of  the  sewer,  and  manholes  are  placed  at  intervals  of  about 
80  yards  along  its  length.  Practically  all  the  houses  in  WTeobley 
(about  100)  are  now  connected  with  the  sewer.  The  total  cost, 
including  the  outfall,  was  ;£  1,500,  which  was  raised  by  a loan, 
repayable  in  30  years,  and  which  is  a special  charge  upon  the 
parish  of  Weobley. 

The  slop  water  drains  from  a considerable  number  of  houses 
elsewhere  than  in  Weobley  discharge  into  roadside  ditches. 

In  the  residential  houses  and  at  the  Jarvis’s  Schools  at 
Staunton-on-Wye  water  closets  are  provided,  the  drainage  dis- 
charging on  to  adjoining  land  with  or  without  the  intervention 
of  a cesspool.  In  some  cases  the  drainage  discharges  directly 
into  a watercourse.  At  the  Workhouse  there  are  seven  water 
closets  as  well  as  earth  closets.  The  drainage  from  the  institution 
discharges  into  the  Weobley  brook.  At  farm-houses  and  cottages 
privy  closets  are  generally  found.  In  only  a few  instances  are 
earth  closets  or  pail  closets  provided.  There  are  a few  of  the 
latter  at  Dilwyn. 

On  page  22  will  be  found  described  a cheap  and  ready  method 
of  converting  a privy  into  an  earth  closet. 

HOUSING. 

A fair  proportion  of  the  cottage  houses  arc  old  and  require  to 
be  constantly  repaired  if  they  are  to  remain  in  a habitable  state 
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Thatched  roofs  are  giving  place  to  slates  or  tiles,  but  too  often 
there  is  no  provision  made  for  carrying  away  the  roof  water,  so 
that  the  house  is  made  permanently  damp. 

One  house  situated  in  the  parish  of  Canon  Pyon  was  certified 
by  me  as  uninhabitable  under  sec.  30  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working 
Classes  Act,  1890. 

The  general  remarks  on  p.  27  as  to  the  condition  of  the  houses 
and  the  defects  usually  found  apply  to  the  Weobley  district. 

PERMISSIVE  POWERS. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act,  1890,  and  the 
Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890,  nave  not  been  adopted 
by  the  District  Council,  nor  does  the  Council  possess  any  of  the 
urban  powers  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

The  Council  has  not  made  any  bye-laws  with  respect  to 
Private  Scavenging. 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings. 

Hop  and  Fruit-pickers 
Tents  and  Vans. 

Mortuaries  and  Cemeteries. 

DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS,  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

No  regulations  are  in  force  under  the  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and 
Milkshops  Order,  1885.  No  public  notice  was  given  during  the 
year  of  the  necessity  for  registration. 

The  number  on  the  register  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  five. 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

There  are  four  slaughter  houses  in  the  district,  situated  in  the 
parishes  of  Weobley  (2),  Dilwyn,  and  Staunton-on-Wye. 

There  are  no  bye-laws  in  force  with  respect  to  slaughter 
houses. 

COMMON  LODGING-HOUSES. 

There  is  one  common  lodging-house  in  the  district  situated  in 
the  parish  of  Weobley.  ft  was  not  built  for  the  purpose  to 
which  it  is  now  put.  The  four  sleeping  rooms  give  accommoda- 
tion for  nine  persons.  I am  told  it  is  well  patronised  in  spite 
of  the  very  meagre  accommodation  offered.  Bye-laws  with 
respect  to  common  lodging-houses  and  based  upon  the  model 
series  of  the  Local  Government  Board  were  adopted  by  the 
District  Council  on  August  6th,  1901,  and  received  the  sanction  of 
the  Board  on  October  nth,  1901. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  public  bakehouses  in  the  following  parishes  : — Canon 
Pyon,  Dilwyn,  Kinnersley,  Preston-on-Wye,  and  Weobley  (4). 

SCHOOLS. 

There  are  15  public  elementary  schools  in  15  parishes,  having 
an  aggregate  accommodation  for  1,494  children.  Only  one  school 
(Almeley)  is  managed  by  a School  Board.  In  seven  schools  there 
is  no  lavatory  accommodation.  The  playgrounds  are  good,  and 
the  schools  are  kept  fairly  clean  and  well  ventilated.  In  many 
instances  the  construction  of  the  building  is  such  that  the  desks 
cannot  be  placed  in  the  proper  position  as  regards  light.  In 
seven  schools  privy  closets  are  still  in  use.  It  is  a pity  these  are 
allowed  to  remain,  for  at  a very  little  outlay  they  could  be 
converted  to  earth  closets. 

CLOSING  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  following  schools  were  closed  during  the  period  indicated 
and  owing  to  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  named : — 

Canon  Pyon,  December  17th,  1900,  to  January  21st,  1901, 
Measles. 

Canon  Pyon,  May  14th  to  June  3rd,  1901,  Whooping  Cough. 

Weobley,  July  1st  to  July  nth,  Measles. 

Mansell  Lacy,  August  31st  to  September  19th,  Measles. 

Some  geneual  observations  as  to  the  closing  of  schools  will  be 
found  on  p.  30. 

SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 

Mr.  John  Pember  was  elected  Inspector  of  Nuisances  in  igoo 
for  one  year,  and  was  re-elected  for  the  same  length  of  time  in 
1901.  He  receives  a salary  of  £50  per  annum,  one  half  of  which 
is  contributed  by  the  County  Council.  He  keeps  a horse  and  a 
bicycle,  and  pays  all  his  travelling  and  incidental  expenses,  with 
the  exception  of  stamps  and  stationery.  He  also  holds  office 
under  the  District  Council  as  School  Attendance  Officer. 

COST  OF  SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 

The]  total  cost  to  the  Weobley  Rural  District  Council  of  the 
sanitary  administration  ol  the  district  during  1901  was  £71,  a sum 
equal  to  a little  more  than  one-third  of  a penny  in  the  pound  upon 
the  assessable  value  of  the  district.  Included  in  these  expenses 
are  the  salaries  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Inspector, 
stationery,  stamps,  disinfecting,  notification  fees,  and  death 
returns. 
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WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Cases  inquired  into 

Patients  removed  to  hospital 

Houses  disinfected  and  cleansed 

Lots  of  bedding,  clothing,  &c.,  disinfected 

Cases  of  illegal  exposure 

HOUSES. 

Erected 

Made  fit  for  habitation  ... 

Closed  as  unfit  for  habitation  

Cleansed  and  whitewashed 
Overcrowding  abated 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


Wells  sunk... 

Wells  cleansed  and  repaired 
Weills  closed 

Samples  of  water  sent  for  analysis 

HOUSE  DRAINS. 


Laid  or  relaid 

Cleansed,  trapped,  and  ventilated 
Defective  waste-pipes  rectified 
Insanitary  lavatories,  sinks  and  urinals  rectified 
Dumb  wells  rectified  

WATER  CLOSETS. 

Additional  provided 

Repaired,  ventilated,  or  provided  with  cisterns 
PRIVIES  AND  ASHPITS. 

Additional  privies  and  ashpits  provided 
Converted  to  w.c.’s 
Converted  to  pail  closets... 

Repaired  


13 

o 

9 

9 

o 

6 

0 

1 

0 

1 


2 

2 

O 

2 


6 

3 

o 

8 

o 


o 


...  4 


4 

o 

o 

0 
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SCAVENGING. 

Houses  from  which  refuse  has  been  ordered  to  be 

removed  6 

Privies  ordered  to  be  cleansed...  50 

Portable  receptacles  to  be  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  6 

Removals  of  offensive  refuse  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

LODGING  HOUSES. 

On  register  1 

Inspected  1 

Cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

SLAUGHTER  HOUSES. 

On  register  4 

Inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Cleansed  and  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

DAIRIES  AND  COWSHEDS. 

On  register  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Contraventions  of  D.C.  and  N.  Order  ...  ...  ...  o 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

Seizures  ...  ...  ...  o 

CLERICAL  WORK. 

Letters  written  ...  ...  ...  ...  205 

Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Notices  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

JOHN  PEMBER, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances, 

Norton  Canon,  Weobley. 


January  2nd,  1902. 
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Table  I.  (Local  Government  Board.) 
WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

\ ital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1901 
and  Previous  Years. 
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Table  II.  (Local  Government  Board.) 

WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Registration  Sub-Districts  in 

1901  AND  PREVIOUS  YEARS. 


Names  of 
Localities 

Weobley. 

Dilwyn. 

Year. 

.Population  esti- 
mated to  middle 
of  each  year. 

births  regis- 
tered. 

Deaths  at  all 
ages. 

Deaths  under 

1 year. 
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1900  .... 

4121 

75 

66 

11 

2864 

75 

48 

9 

Average  of  1 

• 

Years  x 

4259 

102 

77 

10 

2931 

80 

51 

8 

1891  to 1900  ) 

1901  .... 

4090 

83 

70 

6 

2350 

77 

59 

4 

Notes. — (a)  The  separate  localities  adopted  for  this  table  are  the  registration 
sub-districts. 

( b ) Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions  beyond  the  district 

are  included  in  sub-columns  c of  this  table,  aftd  those  of  non- 
r'  ’ ents  registered  in  public  institutions  in  the  district  excluded. 

(c)  Deaths  of  residents  occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or 

without  the  district,  are  allotted  to  the  respective  localities  according 
to  the  addresses  of  the  deceased. 

(d)  The  gross  totals  of  the  several  columns  in  this  Table  respectively  equal 

the  corresponding  totals  for  the  whole  districts  in  Tables  I.  and  IV.  : 
thus,  the  totals  of  sub-columns  a,  b,  and  c agree  with  the  figures  for 
the  year  in  the  columns  2,  3,  and  12,  respectively,  of  Table  I.  : the 
gross  total  of  the  sub-column  c agrees  with  the  total  of  column  2 in 
Table  IV.,  and  the  gross  total  of  sub-column  d with  the  total  of 
column  3 in  Table  IV. 


Table  III.  (Local  Government  Board.) 
WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year 


*75 


o 

o\ 


m 

m 

< 

U 


© 

ED 

03 


O 'M  O -M  O O O O 


H 

« M 

is  3 

h r* 

oq 


© 

-a 


'rt  r— 


o . . 

6 5 


t- 

© 

© 

© 

© 

p* 

© 

Fever 

© 

P* 

co 

> 

> 

> 

© 

® 

© 

tx 

T5 

© 

— 

© 

4-3 

o 

.3 

3 

*- 

Ch 

© 

75 

C 

CO 

>» 

h 

rt 

-G 

a, 

© 

u, 

J3 

G 

C- 

O 

>> 

© 

a 

7J 

»h 

5 

JV 

3 S r1 

> O G, 

O Pi  pi 

2 * H 

i c* 

OOOOOOCOC 

o o 

o 

o 

a 75 

3 hJ  m 

n 

a?  t-  » 



® Pi  t3 

1 

<i  ® /l 
Zj  o 

w 

X M 

H 

« 

OOOOOOOOO 

o o 

o 

■ © 

c O U 

w 

w — < 
< a 

33  C . 

3 s 2 

-J  & K 

■M 

OOIMOOC^O'— IO 

o o 

o 

! >ra 

« * 

^ 00 

1 

1 

i w 3 

< M 1 

- M 
o £ P 

- 0» 

z 

o * 

H W 

►C  J 
£ « 

OOI'-O'MOO'-HO 

o o 

o 

o 

"O 

1 § pL 

X 

u. 

oooo-^oooo 

o o 

o 

c3 

Eh 

PP 

M 

« 

Eh 

CO 

o 

o 

o 

-4-3 

lO 

OOf— lOf-HOO'-HO 

o o 

o 

CO 

Q 

CO 

H ! 
O 

c3 

Cl 

© 

o 

■4-3 

UC 

OOlOOOrHOOO 

o o 

° 

© 

w 

1 

1 

CO 

»o 

->■ 

© 

f-H 

g 

to 

<1 

o 

-4-3 

OO^OOr-^O^HO 

o o 

o 

-+J 

n 

m 

s 

o 

-4-3 

©OC'IOOOOOO 

o o 

o 

Eh 

O 

r-H 

kq 

© 

XI  ^ 

~cooooooo 

o o 

o 

o 

w 

CO 

5 

< 

— 

3 

tao 


o 


£q 


1 © 
G3 


O S, 

X W 
c3  O 


© 

a 

~ o 

c3 
O 


w 2 


— s 

^ C-H 


Table  IV.  (Extended).  Local  Government  Board. 
WEOBLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  igoi. 
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ABBREVIATIONS  USED. 

C.  B.  Act,  1877. — The  Canal  Boats  Act,  1877. 

C.  B.  Act,  18S4. — The  Canal  Boats  Act,  1884. 

C.  P.  Act. — The  Cleansing  of  Persons  Act,  1897. 

D.  C.  Order. — The  Dairies,  Cowsheds,  and  Milkshops  Order, 
1885. 

F.  W.  Act,  1901. — The  Factory  and  Workshops  Act,  1901. 

H.  W.  Act,  1885. — The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 
1885. 

H.  W.  Act,  1890. — The  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 
1890. 

I.  H.  Act. — The  Isolation  Hospital  Act,  1893. 

I.  D.  (N.)  Act. — The  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act 

1889. 

I;  D.  (P)  Act. — The  Infectious  Disease  (Prevention)  Act,  1890, 
L.  G.  Act. — The  Local  Government  Act,  1894. 

O.  S.  Act,  1890. — The  Open  Spaces  Act,  1890. 

P.  H.  Act. — The  Public  Health  Act,  1875. 

P.  H.  (A)  Act. — The  Public  Health  Acts  (Amendment)  Act) 

1890. 

P.  H.  (F-p)  Act. — The  Public  Health  (Fruit-pickers’  Lodgings’ 
Act,  1882. 

P.  IT  (W)  Act.— The  Public  Health  (Water)  Act,  1878. 

R.  P.  Act. — The  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  Act,  1876. 


